THE FORMAT

1. Nick Tong and "Taliban" Bob Fernandes will join the group giving us 13 players. To accommodate the extra numbers, we will play a 2 table tournament. Nick G, Rox and Rob T have all agreed they can host a 2 table tournament.

2. Dates - It was agreed we will play a GP every month ( inc August ). We will fix dates 2 months in advance and Rob T will be the fixture secretary. We will try and vary the days of the week so that some GP's are at weekends and some are on week nights. Rob T will regularly e-mail the group to arrange dates. Once a date is agreed, that GP will go ahead on that date regardless of late withdrawals.

3. Prize Fund - Each player will contribute £10 to the overall prize fund every time they compete in a GP ( max £120 ). Russ will be the new treasurer. The breakdown of the prize fund will be :-

1st 30%

2nd 23%

3rd 17%

4th 12%

5th  8%

6th  6%

7th  4%

8th-12th 0%

13th  0% + pays for the engraving of the trophy - currently £16 !!

4. Points System - The breakdown of points for each GP remians the same (see below) but only the best 8 out of 12 scores will count towards each player's total (previously 10).

1st 10, 2nd 7, 3rd 5, 4th 4, 5th 3, 6th 2, 7th 1, 8th-13th 0

THE GAME

1. If we have 9 players or less for a GP, it will be a "1 table" game. However, if we have more than 9 players, it will be a "2 table" game. Once seats are drawn, players remain on the same table until the end of buy-ins. After that, as players get eliminated, if a situation arises where the tables are split 7-5 or 6-4, the player on the more populated table with the lowest stack moves to the other table. When 8 players are left, we reduce the game to 1 table and carry on to a finish.

2. Prize Money - There will be a cap of £400 on the prize money for each GP. Any extra money accrued each month will be added to the overall fund. The breakdown for each GP will be 1st £160, 2nd £110, 3rd £70, 4th £40, 5th £20 6th-13th £0.

3. Blind Structure - The blinds will stay lower earlier in the game and increase more quickly later in the game. The new structure will be:-

0-45 mins  25/25

45-90 mins  25/50

End of buy-ins

90-120 mins  50/100

120-150 mins 100/200

150-180 mins 200/400

180-200 mins 300/600

200-220 mins 400/800

220-240 mins 600/1200

240-260 mins 800/1600

260-280 mins 1000/2000

280-300 mins 1500/3000

4. Start Time - Players will be expected to arrive from 8.15pm ready for an 8.30pm PROMPT start.

5. Cards - New cards will be used for each GP. Rox is responsible for purchasing them. This will be funded by the interest accrued on the overall prize fund during the year.

6. Minimum Raise - There will be a minimum raise which will be the value of the big blind. For example, if the blinds are 100/200, any raise must be at least to the value of 200.

MISC

1. Welsh Open - It was agreed we should plan a one-off multi table annual event for 25/30 players. Early thoughts were that it should be held in the summer and that possible venues were the WCMD Marquee or the Grosvenor casino. A non-playing "pit boss" would be essential to run the event. Russ is responsible for taking this forward.

2. Mini Omaha Series - Independent from this GP series, Rox will look to start a mini 6 event Omaha GP series.
