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Immigration 

I Discussion 1

Discuss these questions in small groups:

1. What are some reasons that people have for immigrating to a new country?

2. Would you immigrate? Why? Why not?

3. To what extent is immigration accepted in target countries like the US, Britain, France, Germany, Australia etc?

4. What different ethnic groups are there in your town/region/country?

5. Where have they come from and why?

6. Does your country offer help to refugees? If so, are you happy that your taxes help support them?

II Reading

Read the articles below.

Asylum Seekers


There was trouble yesterday in the village of Little Hurling in Kent as 150 Kosovar refugees arrived to stay in the Hurling Business Center just outside the village. Local people, upset that no one had spoken to them before sending the refugee there, held a protest meeting in the village hall.

“ We are a tolerant group of people in Little Hurling,” said Major Ronald Smythe, who has lived in the village for 25 years. “ We are happy that the government has offered assistance to these people and provided accommodation for them. But Little Hurling is not the place they should be. It would be better if they were in a large town or city.”

Amanda Parker-White, 52, leader of the village committee, said: “There is no entertainment here, no cinema, no library, and only one small village shop. The point is: what are these people going to do?” Basil Loga, a spokesman for the refugees, said “I am sure the villagers are not discriminating against these people most of them have come here as genuine asylum seekers. They are afraid that if they return home, they will be killed or persecuted. After the terrible time they have had in their own country, they need some peace and quiet to help them recover.”

“Unfortunately, there was no time to talk to the villagers”, said Kim Thompson of the government´s Refugee Action Group. “We only found out the refugees were arriving this morning and there was nowhere else for them to go. We very much hope the villagers will welcome them and accept them into the community.” ( Newsweek – October 1998)

The Land of Opportunity

A desolate region of Spain lures Latin Americans

By John Ghazvinian


The El Maestrazgo mountain region in Aragon is one of Spain´s  most desolate and underpopulated areas. There, in the  tiny village of Aguaviva, Marcelo Martínez and Gilda Mazzeo, 35-year-old transplants from Buenos Aires, have been learning to embrace the austere rhythms and dust-filled topography of their adopted home. “It´s not as isolated as it looks,” says Martínez, pointing out  that the nearest town is  “only” 30 minutes away. Mazzeo sems less convinced. But even she chokes with emotion as she recalls how kindly her children were treated when the family frist arrived. “They gave us food, clothes, bicycles, everything.”


For the past two and a half years, Aguaviva has been at the center of a little-known plan to repopulate Spain´s remote villages with families from Latin America. Settlers are lured with prepaid flights, jobs and housing-a ticket out of the grinding poverty that has plagued much of their continent. Luís Bricio, Aguaviva´s mayor and founder of the Association of Spanish Towns Against Depopulation, describes his venture as a last-ditch effort to save that would otherwise “disappear.”

Since the 1950s, plummeting birthrates and migration to cities have left Spain with more than 2,000 ghost towns. Many more villages are populated only by handfuls of people in their 80s.


Enter Argentina, a country in economic turmoil, struggling with an unemployment rate of 25 per cent. In opinion polls, one third of its citizens have said they would leave if they could. Already, experts estimate, as many as 15,000 Argentines have moved to Spain in the past year, nearly doubling the number of Argentines eligible to become Spanish citizens, to more than 720,000.


In Teruel province, where Aguaviva lies, the population is now around 40 percent of what it was in 1900. “There were only two ways to change the situation,” says Bricio. “Either force people to have more babies or bring in young people from outside. We thought Latin America would integrate rapidly. They had the language, the common history.” Bricio placed a classified ad in an Argentine paper and made an announcement on a Buenos Aires radio station, targeting couples under 40 with at least two children. By the time he arrived in Argentina to give his presentation, there were 6,000 people waiting to talk to him. “In Argentina, there was very little chance of work,”

says Sílvia Hernández, 33, who recently moved to Teruel with her family. “The life our children have here, they could never have had in Argentina.”


Bricio´s association has now placed 106 adults and 142 children in Spanish villages-112 of them in Aguaviva. Two years ago the province was so desperate that it staged protests in Madrid under the slogan “Teruel Does Exist.” More recently, a national paper ran a happier headline: FIRST BABY BORN IN TERUEL IN 30 YEARS. (Newsweek – February 2003)

III. Discussion 2

Work in pairs. Discuss your answers to the following questions.

1. What is the basic difference between the articles above?

2. Why do the villagers think Little Hurling is not a good place for refugees?

3. Why might it be a good place for refugees, according to Basil Lloga?

4. Why did nobody talk to the villagers first?

5. How is the El Maestrazgo mountain region described in the article?

6. Why do you think the people from Aguaviva gave Marcelo and Gilda  “food, clothes, bicycles, everything?”

7. Why did Aguaviva´s mayor decide to attract immigrants?

8. Why did he choose Latin Americans in particular?

9. Has Aguaviva´s mayor´s idea proved to be successful? Why/not?

IV. Discussion 3

1. Do you think the villagers of Little Hurling are being honest about their reasons for wanting the refugees elsewhere? If not, what do you think the real reasons are?

2. How do you think the villagers in a small village in your country would react if 150 refugees were sent to live nearby?

3. How would you personally react?

4. Can you foresee any problems that the Argentine couple will have to face in their new home in Spain? If so, what are they?

5. Do you think that leaving Argentina was the right thing to do? Why/not?

6. Taking into consideration the Brazilian economic situation nowadays, would you leave Brasília to live in a small village in the interior of Portugal?

7. To what extent do you think the Brazilian government should encourage immigration to Brazil nowadays, for example, from African, Portuguese-speaking countries which are allegedly to be poorer and with which we have close cultural ties? 

V. Language 1

Match the words on the left with the words on the right:

1. asylum

a. migrants

2. border

b. immigrants

3. economic

c. controls

4. illegal

d. officials

5. immigration
e. seekers

Complete this text with expressions from the exercise above:

Following the discovery of fifty(6)....................in the back of a truck at Calais yesterday, the government has ordered stricter security at(7)....................................

and has warned(8)......................to be vigilant. “We are very willing to help genuine

(9).......................,” said a government minister, “but these people are just(10).........

............................ . We cannot allow just anyone into the country.”

VI. Language 2

a.Match the words on the left with the words on the right:

1. seeker(n)(1)



a. attract

2. upset(adj.)(1)



b. very small

3. persecuted(adj.)(1)


c. someone trying to get something

4. lure(v.)(2)




d. angry

5. tiny(adj.)(2)



e. to treat someone cruelly

6. choke(v.)(2)



f.  your voice sounds strange because of 

    your emotions.

VII. Language 3

In pairs,explain the italicized expressions below.

1. “- a ticket out of the grinding poverty that has plague much of their continent.”

2. “ Luís Bricio....describes his venture as a last-ditch effort to save places...”

3. “ Since the 1950s, plummeting birthrates and migration to cities have left Spain with more than 2,000 ghost towns.”

4. “ Many more villages are populated only by handfuls of people in their 80s.”

5. “... doubling the number of Argentines eligible to become Spanish citizens,...”

VIII. Language 4

Now look at this sentence from the first article:

The point is: what are these people going to do?

Look at these other expressions with point. Decide if you would use them to agree (A), to disagree (D) or to partially agree (P).

1. Yes, I see your point.

2. I take your point but...

3. I agree up to a point.

4. That’s a good point.

5. No, you’re missing the point.

6. That’s not the point.

7. I can’t see your point at all.

8. That’s exactly the point.

IX. Discussion 4

Work in pairs. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the points of view below? The expressions in Language 2 may be helpful.

1.I don´t see why my taxes should support people from other countries. I’ll never get anything from their country, will I?

2. We should be proud that so many people would like to live in our country.

3. I don’t mind the refugees. They really need help, but I don´t see why we should let anyone else into the country, though.

4. Asylum seekers are asylum seekers. They are desperate women, men and children. You never know – we could be in their situation one day.

5.There aren´t enough jobs for local people as it is. We can’t have people from other countries taking our jobs.

6. We´re already doing enough in this country. Why can’t other countries do more?

7. We have lots of menial jobs that no one wants to do. We need immigrants to come and do this work. Let them come, I say.
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Teacher’s Lesson Plan 1

(Suggestions)

i. Have ss discuss the questions in small groups and elicit the answers from them.

ii. Exercise II can be approached differently: you can either have ss read both texts or you can have ss read different texts and tell each other what they were about.

iii e iv  These exercises could be done either in pairs or in groups.

v, vi, vii Ss do the language exercises alone and the compare and discuss their answers.

viii, ix Ss do both exercises in pairs.

