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“Bitter Medicine”

I.Before you read

1. To what extent do you think it’s possible to assess a 100-day government program?

2. Do you think it’s fair to predict what Brazil will be like in four years’ time based on what’s going on now after the 100-day period. Why / Why not?

3. In your opinion, what’s been the role of the Brazilian media with regard to this  hundred-day period?

4. Do you think that the international press has corroborated the idea that Brazil is on the right track? If so, what is the concrete evidence of this?

II. Vocabulary

a. elucidate(v) (paragraph # 2) – clarify

b. tenuous(adj) (2) - weak, doubtful

c. detractor(n.) (3) - someone who says bad things about someone or something

d. tout(v) (6) - to praise someone or something

e. handpicked(adj) (8)- carefully chosen for a special purpose

f.  revamped(adj) (9)- to arrange something so it looks better although there’s  no 

                                   real improvement 

g. amendment(n) (9)- a written change or improvement in a law or document

h. bill(n) (9) - a written proposal for a  new law which is brought to a  parliament to 

                     be discussed

i.  hamper(v) (10) - to make someone have difficulty doing or achieving something

j   lofty(adj) (10) - showing high standards or moral qualities

k. renege(v) (11) - to not do something that you proposed to do

l. appease(v) (11) - to do something or give something to make one less angry

m. relish(v) (12) - to enjoy something or like it

n, inception(n) (12) - the start of an organization or institution
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 SAO PAULO, Brazil, April 7 (UPI) -- Brazil's president admitted Monday that South America's largest nation had to swallow some "bitter medicine" during his first three months in office, though now he faces a "much better future for our country and our people."
 
In his first official address since assuming office Jan. 1 and just days before marking his 100th in office, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva appeared on Brazilian television to elucidate his decision making during what has been a tenuous time for Brazil.
 
Lula has had to convince detractors at home and abroad that his leftist Workers' Party would not lead the continent's largest economy to financial disaster. Part of the remedy included tough budget cuts and increased interest rates to win the confidence of the International Monetary Fund.
 
"The world believed in Brazil again. Was it bitter medicine? I know that it was," said Lula. "But, to change the country, for real, a lot of times bitter medicine is the only alternative.
 
"I believe that you have already begun to feel that today Brazil has a different government. A government that knows the size of our difficulties very well, but that believes in a much better future for our country and our people."
 
The president took the opportunity to tout Brazil's economic recovery since assuming office, noting that in the initial days of his administration the nation's currency was trading at four-to-one to the dollar and now approaches three-to-one. He also pointed out that both inflation and Brazil's risk premium are on the decline.
 
Lula also went on to illustrate how he has promoted Brazil abroad, saying he "showed the world that we have a serious and reasonable government capable of restructuring Brazil not just for the next four years (his elected term), but for the next 20 or 30 years."
 
The former metalworker and union leader won a landslide victory in October over former President Fernando Henrique Cardoso's handpicked successor, promising widespread reforms ranging from the political and economic, to revamped social services and the reduction of poverty and hunger.
 
He scored a major victory last week when the Congress approved a constitutional amendment that gives the Central Bank more autonomy. The bills still requires several more rounds of voting, though the overwhelming support sent positive signals to investors that leftist administration will not plunge Brazil into economic disparity.
 
There still remains much to do however. Brazil's $230 billion foreign debt means there will be further belt tightening in the years to come, moves that may hamper Lula's lofty reforms efforts.
 
He also faces disenchantment within his own party. Some members say he has reneged on his vow to make social reform a priority in favor of appeasing the IMF and other international bodies.
 
Despite the criticism, Lula maintained an air of optimism in his address, relishing his victories to date such as a 20 percent increase in minimum wage to $240 a month from a little less than $80 a month, and the inception of the "Zero Hunger" which he admitted "had stumbled in the beginning."
 
"Things are already moving and they will move much more ... After all, we are just beginning," Lula said. "And I am very optimistic about the future of our country. The whole world thinks we are on the right road."
 
He ended his address appealing to Brazilians to "continue trusting its president."
 
"And, most important: continue trusting in the country ... It is what gives me strength and courage to change Brazil," said the president.
 
Copyright © 2001-2003 United Press International
 
III. After you read

 1.Expressions/Collocations

1.According to the article, explain the expressions/collocations in your own words.

a. an official address(1)

b. his decision making(2)

b. tough budget cuts(3)

d. win the confidence(3)

e. Brazil’s risk premium is on decline(6)

f. win a landslide victory(8)

g. widespread reforms(8)

h leftist administration(9)

i. further belt tightening(10)

j. lofty reforms(10)

2. Discuss the questions below with your partner.

a. What’s your opinion about this article?

b. Do you think that this article is biased? Why / not?

c. In your opinion, does the article accurately depict the first two months of the new Brazilian government? Why / not?

d. Is there any word, expression or idea in the article that could impart a distorted idea of  our reality to, for example, a European or an American who happened to be reading it? Which one/s? Why?

e. If you think it’s possible to evaluate a hundred-day government, how do you feel 

about it?

