Casa Thomas Jefferson

Current Affairs 

Class  # 12

Name:__________________________________________________Date:___/___/___

Israeli and Palestinian Peace Process?

1. In pairs, discuss the questions below.

a. What do you know about the current conflict between Israelis and Palestinians in  the Middle East?

b. What is the history of this conflict?

c. Who are the major players?

d. What plans are currently on the table to help promote peace?

e. What interests do the United States, the European Union, the United Nations and Russia have in the Palestinian-Israeli conflict?

2. Reading Comprehension

Students A read Article # 1 and Students B read Article # 2.

3. Retelling

In pairs, tell each other in detail what your article was about.

4. Discussion

You are going to have a discussion on whether it’s appropriate to put up a fence to separate Palestinians from Israelis. Support your ideas with facts from the article you have read.

Students A are against the idea and students B are for the idea.

5. Group Discussion

According to the articles you’ve read and the TV news you’ve watched, do you think that  this peace-process is likely to succeed? Why/not?

Article # 1

U.S. Envoy in West Bank Urges Steps by Palestinians and Israel

JERUSALEM, May 5 — An American envoy trying to generate momentum for a new Middle East peace initiative said today that Palestinians must halt violence and that Israel must ease tough security measures to nudge the plan forward.

The envoy, Assistant Secretary of State William J. Burns, conferred with the recently installed Palestinian prime minister, Mahmoud Abbas, in the West Bank city of Ramallah. Mr. Burns pointedly avoided the Palestinian leader, Yasir Arafat, who has been shunned by the Bush administration for nearly a year.

The Middle East peace plan, known as the road map, was presented last week. It calls on each side to take a series of steps intended to end 31 months of violence and to enable peace negotiations to resume.

"On the Palestinian side, that means there is absolutely no substitute, no substitute, for a decisive fight against terror and violence," Mr. Burns said. "And on the Israeli side, it also means taking practical steps to ease the suffering of Palestinians living under occupation, to stop settlement activity and to renew a sense of dignity and hope." 

But the violence has continued. Tonight, an Israeli man was killed and another adult and a young girl were injured when their car came under gunfire near a Jewish settlement in the West Bank, outside Ramallah, Israeli military officials said.

Mr. Abbas said in a statement that the Palestinians "are already well on our way to implementing the road map, while Israel has yet to even accept the road map." 

The Palestinians say they have made clear their intentions to prevent attacks and have carried out political reforms. They contrast their actions with those of Israel, which has expressed more than a dozen reservations about the plan.

The goal of the plan is a peace agreement and a full-fledged Palestinian state within three years.

With the United States and its partners — the European Union, the United Nations and Russia — making a major diplomatic push, neither Israel nor the Palestinians want to be seen as undermining the effort.

Mr. Burns, who met with Israeli leaders on Sunday, was seen as laying the groundwork for Secretary of State Colin L. Powell, who is expected in the region this weekend.

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon says security measures will not be scaled back until Israel is confident that Mr. Abbas is committed to halting attacks against Israel.

But he said prospects for peace had improved following the American-led triumph in Iraq. Speaking at a memorial service for fallen Israeli soldiers, Mr. Sharon praised the "vigor seen on the part of some of the free world's leaders — headed by the American president — against evil regimes in our region." 

Mr. Sharon refuses to meet Mr. Arafat, but has expressed a willingness to see Mr. Abbas, and efforts are under way to arrange a meeting.

But the plan runs the risk of collapsing if violence continues, as has been the case with several previous international peace missions.

Mr. Abbas has been critical of the armed Palestinian uprising. But the Palestinian leadership has sought to persuade militant groups like Hamas and Islamic Jihad to halt attacks, rather than to confront them directly, which could lead to fighting among Palestinians.

Mr. Abbas has not specified which actions he is prepared to take to disarm militants. Palestinian officials said they were consulting with Egypt, which sponsored talks among the Palestinian factions last year and is prepared to hold additional discussions, perhaps as soon as next week.
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 Vocabulary 

a. momentum (n.) – the ability to keep increasing, developing, or being more successful.

b. halt(v) – to stop or to pause

c. nudge(v) – to gently persuade or encourage someone to take a particular decision or action

d. shun(v) – to avoid someone or something deliberately

e. resume(v) – to start doing something again after a pause or interruption

f. fully-fledged(adj.) – completely developed, trained, or established

Article # 2

A physical barrier to Mideast peace

Jayus – June 3

MANY WEST BANK residents, like Palestinian farmer Shawkat Samha,

are worried that Israel’s fence reflects Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s true

thoughts about what he would like a Palestinian state to look like: walled-in

enclaves that leave the choice bits of the West Bank to Jewish settlers and the

Israeli army.

       Samha used to own 100 olive trees. Other than a small teacher’s pension,

they were the main source of income for this 62-year-old. 

       And then, five months ago, he said the Israeli Army descended upon his land in the West Bank village of Jayus — about five miles from Israel’s border — and ripped the trees out. Now, barbed wire and heavily armed guards prevent Samha from doing more than looking longingly at the land he once farmed. Even worse, most of the village’s water wells are on the other side of the fence. 

       Now residents have to import truckloads of water from a neighboring town.   

         “How can we live?” Samha asked. “With water, we irrigate our trees, and we drink. [Israel] wants land only. Not security. They want land without inhabitants.”     

SECURITY BARRIER

       For Israel, its “separation fence” is ostensibly a last-ditch effort to thwart terrorist attacks. Nothing else has stemmed the tide of suicide bombings against its citizens: occupation, closure, assassinations, curfews, house demolitions. It’s long been said that there has never been a successful suicide attack launched from the Gaza Strip. And that’s because that other, smaller Palestinian territory along the Mediterranean Coast is fenced in and heavily guarded by Israeli soldiers. 

       For years, Israel has considered fencing in the West Bank, but has resisted the proposition. Partly because it’s a colossally expensive project — 450 miles of fence would be needed to surround the entire West Bank. Some have estimated the electronically monitored fence could cost as much as $500,000 a mile.   

       The other problem is the settlers. Putting a barrier along the West Bank’s “Green Line” would fence in as many as 250,000 Jewish settlers who have chosen not to live inside the state of Israel’s borders. And it would give de facto recognition to the Palestinians’ territorial claim before a final peace deal is reached.

       But the Israelis dusted off their plans for the separation fence after the latest Palestinian uprising began in September 2000. Nearly 400 Israelis have been killed by Palestinian suicide attackers since then, a death toll that is off the charts for Israeli security officials and politically intolerable for the country’s leaders. So last June, they began to build the fence. A poll taken not much later indicated that most Israelis supported the wall.

       However, the original plan of putting a fence along the Green Line quickly disappeared as Israel began to look at protecting its interests in the West Bank. The sections that have already been built in northern Israel cut deep into some areas of Palestinian territory, and in some places, encircle cities like Qalquliya.  

NEW BORDER

       “How can we understand this is for security?” asked Abedlatif Khaled, a leader of the Apartheid Wall Campaign. “If it was for security, why is it not built on the original border line? Here, people are living in a disaster in terms of water availability, and of course, for their agricultural way of life.”

       A recent article in the Israeli newspaper Yediot Ahronoth stated it simply: “The separation fence being built at this time basically overlaps the Sharon map for a Palestinian state. A bit more than 40 percent of the West Bank, split and sliced into pieces.”   

LEGAL BATTLE

       Shawkat Samha and other Palestinians affected by the separation fence have not given up. They have hired lawyers and have decided to take Israel to court for their loss of livelihood and access to their land. Only peace can bring security for Palestinians and Israelis.” Samha pointed at the barbed wire fence. “Who put up this fence … doesn’t want peace.”

               Hanson Hosein is on assignment in the Middle East.

Vocabulary
a. enclave(n) – a place or a group of people that is surrounded by people or areas that are different.

b. rip out(phv) – to remove something quickly and violently, using your hands.

c. last-ditch(adj) – a final attempt to achieve something before it is too late

d. thwart(v) – to prevent someone from doing what they are trying to do.

e. uprising(n) – an occasion when a group of people use violence to try to change the rules, laws etc in an intitution or country.

f. overlap(v) – if two or more things overlap, part of one thing covers part of another thing.
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