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Our Media

I. Discussion

Look at two people’s opinions on television news. Which person do you most agree with?

“The public has a right to know what’s happening. I think they should not cut out anything. People are mature enough to take in the reality of what happens in the world every day.”

“TV news sometimes seems more like a show. They want a bigger audience so they show shocking or provocative images. TV news should report the news,  not try to shock people.”

ii. Reading

Read the letter and answer this question:

Does the writer have a point a point or is s(he) being too sensitive?

TO THE PRODUCER(S) AT CHANNEL 8

Dear Sirs,

I must say that I was shocked and outraged by your broadcast of the images of the Concorde crash last week. Was it really necessary to show the plane actually going down? This was prime-time television. Did it not occur to you that there are children watching at 8 o’clock in the evening? My 7-year-old little girl didn’t sleep for three nights! The images still haunt me now as they will for a long time, I am sure. How dare you traumatize people’s lives like that!

I am a responsible parent who believes that it is the job of news agencies to report the news without showing unnecessarily sensational or graphic images simply to attract viewers. The terrible things that happen in the world are not meant to be used as  entertainment nor to increase your ratings.

You can be sure that I will no longer be watching your television news broadcast and I will be encouraging all my friends and relatives to boycott it too.

Yours faithfully,

Chris Hale
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iii. Discussion

1. Which one of the factors below  do you think most motivated the parent to write the letter?

The time of the broadcast.

The fact that the images showed people dying.

The fact that children were watching.

The fact that the images were unnecessary.

The suspicion that the images were used to improve the station’s ratings.

2. Would the same factor have motivated you to write a letter?

3. Do you agree with the parent? Why/Why not?

4. Do you think a letter like this one would have any effect on the producers of the news program?

5. Do  you think the parent who wrote the letter is a father or a mother? Why?

Channels of Influence

March 25, 2003

By PAUL KRUGMAN 

1.By and large, recent pro-war rallies haven't drawn nearly

as many people as antiwar rallies, but they have certainly

been vehement. One of the most striking took place after

Natalie Maines, lead singer for the Dixie Chicks,

criticized President Bush: a crowd gathered in Louisiana to

watch a 33,000-pound tractor smash a collection of Dixie

Chicks CD's, tapes and other paraphernalia. To those

familiar with 20th-century European history it seemed

eerily reminiscent of. . . . But as Sinclair Lewis said, it

can't happen here. 

2.Who has been organizing those pro-war rallies? The answer,

it turns out, is that they are being promoted by key

players in the radio industry - with close links to the

Bush administration. 

3.The CD-smashing rally was organized by KRMD, part of

Cumulus Media, a radio chain that has banned the Dixie

Chicks from its playlists. Most of the pro-war

demonstrations around the country have, however, been

organized by stations owned by Clear Channel

Communications, a behemoth based in San Antonio that

controls more than 1,200 stations and increasingly

dominates the airwaves. 

4.The company claims that the demonstrations, which go under

the name Rally for America, reflect the initiative of

individual stations. But this is unlikely: according to
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Eric Boehlert, who has written revelatory articles about

Clear Channel in Salon, the company is notorious - and

widely hated - for its iron-fisted centralized control. 

5.Until now, complaints about Clear Channel have focused on

its business practices. Critics say it uses its power to

squeeze recording companies and artists and contributes to

the growing blandness of broadcast music. But now the

company appears to be using its clout to help one side in a

political dispute that deeply divides the nation. 

6.Why would a media company insert itself into politics this

way? It could, of course, simply be a matter of personal

conviction on the part of management. But there are also

good reasons for Clear Channel - which became a giant only

in the last few years, after the Telecommunications Act of

1996 removed many restrictions on media ownership - to

curry favor with the ruling party. On one side, Clear

Channel is feeling some heat: it is being sued over

allegations that it threatens to curtail the airplay of

artists who don't tour with its concert division, and there

are even some politicians who want to roll back the

deregulation that made the company's growth possible. On

the other side, the Federal Communications Commission is

considering further deregulation that would allow Clear

Channel to expand even further, particularly into

television. 

7.Or perhaps the quid pro quo is more narrowly focused.

Experienced Bushologists let out a collective "Aha!" when

Clear Channel was revealed to be behind the pro-war

rallies, because the company's top management has a history

with George W. Bush. The vice chairman of Clear Channel is

Tom Hicks, whose name may be familiar to readers of this

column. When Mr. Bush was governor of Texas, Mr. Hicks was

chairman of the University of Texas Investment Management

Company, called Utimco, and Clear Channel's chairman, Lowry

Mays, was on its board. Under Mr. Hicks, Utimco placed much

of the university's endowment under the management of

companies with strong Republican Party or Bush family ties.

In 1998 Mr. Hicks purchased the Texas Rangers in a deal

that made Mr. Bush a multimillionaire. 

8.There's something happening here. What it is ain't exactly

clear, but a good guess is that we're now seeing the next

stage in the evolution of a new American oligarchy. As

Jonathan Chait has written in The New Republic, in the Bush

administration "government and business have melded into
one big `us.' " On almost every aspect of domestic policy,

business interests rule: "Scores of midlevel appointees . .
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now oversee industries for which they once worked “We

should have realized that this is a two-way street: if

politicians are busy doing favors for businesses that

support them, why shouldn't we expect businesses to

reciprocate by doing favors for those politicians - by, for

example, organizing "grass roots" rallies on their behalf? 

9.What makes it all possible, of course, is the absence of

effective watchdogs. In the Clinton years the merest hint

of impropriety quickly blew up into a huge scandal; these

days, the scandalmongers are more likely to go after

journalists who raise questions. Anyway, don't you know

there's a war on?    

IV. Vocabulary 

vehement (adj.) p.1



curry favor with (v.) p.6

eerily (adv.) p.1



curtail (v.) p.6

behemoth (n.) p.3



quid pro quo (n.) p.7

blandness (n.) p.5



endowment (n.) p.7

clout (n.) p. 5




meld into (vph) p.8

1. Match the word with its definition

a. to reduce something such as the amount of money you spend ____________________

b. something that you give or do in exchange for something else, especially when this arrangement is not official_____________________

c. showing very strong feelings  or opinions ___________________

d. strange and fascinating____________________

e. something that is very large ____________________

f. without any excitement, strong opinions, or special character_____________________

g. the power or authority to influence other people’s decisions______________________

h. to try to make someone like you or notice you in order to get something that you want

_________________________

i. a sum of money that is given to a place such as a college or hospital to give it an income ____________________

j. to merge, to  join together to form one thing__________________________________
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V. Reading Comprehension

1. Answer the questions below according to the article Channels of Influence.

a. What does “pro-war rallies” mean?

b. Why was Natalie Maines’ CD smashed by a tractor?

c. Who’s been organizing the pro-war rallies? 

d. Why has  Clear Channel been hated ?

e. Why does Clear Channel contribute to the growing blandness of the broadcast music?

f. Why has Clear Channel been sued?

g. What does Jonathan Chait mean by “government and business have melded into one big ‘us’”?

VI. Discussion

Work in groups of three or four. You are a team of news editors at a national television station. The news program is broadcast during prime time when children will be watching. Look at today’s possible stories and decide together whether the images should be broadcast or not. If they cannot be broadcast at prime time, could they be shown in the late news, or should the film clips censored completely?

1. Protest: images of protesters and activists being excessively beaten by police.

2. Fashion show: hot fashion designer, Roberto Nudo, shows his  new line of  transparent evening wear – most of the model’s bodies can be seen – almost as if they were wearing nothing.

3. Report on violence in films: examples of violent scenes from current blockbuster movies which have been criticized for having too much violence.

4. Suicide: a relatively unknown politician commits suicide by shooting himself in the head – all caught on film.

5. War: fighting breaks out in a sensitive region of the world, graphic images of casualties on both sides.

6. Prison riot: a riot erupts in a large overcrowded prison; images include the decapitation 

of three inmates.

7. Special report on drinking and driving: film clips of the scene or serious of the scene of 

serious accidents caused by drunken drivers, including images of dead bodies and families of the victims
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8. Bank robbery caught on film: policeman shot dead. The camera shows a pool of blood 

on the floor of the bank next to the body.

9. Middle East conflict: child shod dead when caught in crossfire between Israeli and 

Palestinian soldiers – pictures of the dead child being carried by his father and mother.

10. Freak weather: a large wave drags ten people into the sea – caught on home-video.

11. Report on the safety of the meat trade: scenes showing pigs, cows and sheep being

slaughtered in abattoirs.

12. Ice hockey: a player is left blind in one eye after an attack by another player. The slow-motion camera shows exactly how it happened in graphic detail.

Report your decisions to the class.

VII. Language

1. Complete these expressions with the words from above:

a. excessively _______________ by the police

b. a relatively________________ politician

c. fighting___________________ out

d. a sensitive________________ of the world

e. a large___________________ prison

f. ________________ clips

g. shot__________________________

h. caught in______________________

i. freak_________________________

j. the meat______________________

k. left _______________ in one eye

l. in ________________ detail

VIII. Discussion

Which countries today have censorship of the press and television? Why?

Has your country ever had censorship? When? Why?

Do you think the internet will make censorship a thing of the past?
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IV. Vocabulary

a. curtail

b. quid pro quo

c. vehement

d. eerily

e. behemoth

f. blandness

g. clout

h. curry favor with

i. endowment

j. meld into

V.

a. Campaigns in favor of the war in Iraq.

b. Because she criticized President Bush.

c. Radios that have had close links to the Bush administration.

d. It’s hated for it’s iron-fisted centralized control.

e. Because it uses its power to squeeze recording companies and artists.

f. It’s being sued over allegations that it threatens to curtail the airplay of artists who don’t tour with its concert division.

g. Answers might vary.

VII.

a. beaten

b. unknown

c. breaks

d. region

e. overcrowded

f. film

g. dead

h. crossfire

i. weather 

j. trade

k. blind 

l. graphic

