PRESS RELEASE

URBAN GUERILLAS / Ken Stewart / Funky Zoo
Urban Guerillas founding member, singer, songwriter, guitarist Ken Stewart has contracted Rheumatoid Arthritis, an incurable viral disease where the immune system attacks the tissue in the joints. The effect of this affliction is the same as that which crippled Daniel Johns in 2000 except that in Daniel’s case the disease was bacterial allowing him to be cured by antibiotics.  After 6 months of chemotherapy Stewart showed little improvement and has now moved on to a biological treatment which halts the attack on the joints, allowing the inflammation and soreness to go away, restoring mobility and offering an almost complete remission, delivered through fortnightly injections.  After 6 months of restricted movement there is obviously a certain amount of rehabilitation required to reach peak playing fitness and Stewart is on the case.  Now blessed with a second chance at a normal life and the renewed ability to write songs and play guitar Stewart is getting out and about with solo gigs trying out new material. 
The Urban Guerillas will be back when Ken’s stamina is back but for now the solo acoustic appearances provide the quickest way to get him ready for the endurance required for high energy performances.
In typical Stewart fashion the time lost to live playing was not wasted but in fact constructively used to revive his APRA nominated Children’s Environmental Musical play the Funky Zoo. With professional actors and a complete musical and script reworking since the 1993 success the Funky Zoo is playing at the Newtown Neighbourhood Centre Hall in Newtown in the September school holidays.  There is no time to lose as far as saving the environment from impending disasters associated with the acceleration of global warming. Stewart has dedicated his musical career to the idea of the song being a focus of conscience whether it be about love, human frailty, saving the trees or the war in Iraq.  Entertainment value is heightened when passions expose nerves and what would be sensitive issues are considered openly with humour, wit and charm rather than message laden angst. 
For further information or interview contact: Ken Stewart 0418 651 150
helloguerillas@yahoo.com    
http://www.urbanguerillas.com 
Funky Zoo
Dates: October 8-12 Newtown Neighbourhood Centre
http://www.funkyzoo.com.au
