BIO

The Urban Guerillas sprang out of the pub, punk scene in Adelaide in 1981 before moving to Sydney in 1983. The band was formed by singer/songwriter/guitarist Ken Stewart. 

The Urban Guerillas write songs that express their passions, likes and dislikes, performing them with maximum commitment and energy, with no perceived guideline, genre or style to restrain their feelings. Through various line up changes, experiments and over 1,500 gigs, the Urban Guerillas always present as a tight, technically proficient and creative unit widely known for their attitude and larrikin spirit. Branded as power pop, hard rock, punk and even folk, the Guerillas are hard to pigeon hole due to their vast array of influences and interpretations. The Guerillas describe themselves simply as Aussie Rock’ or ‘Pub rock’.  For them it is all about the moment and the place where the musical ideas and the message meet, and where each gig becomes an event and a celebration within itself.  Michael Elsley joined Ken in 2000 adding a power house of solid, precise and percussive drumming, add to the mix Michael’s long time rhythm section ally in Michael Castley, who joined on bass in 2004, and you have a fresh, potent and professional band that can, and will take the music to where it wants to go.   

With so many songs about the trials, tribulations, joys and disappointments of everyday life around us, the Urban Guerillas have a song for every occasion. Their poignant relevance and wide appeal sees them invited to play at many community events. They have performed at Sydney Airport to 6,000 workers stranded when Ansett collapsed, Peace Rallies in Sydney and Brisbane, No Racism, No War Rally to 50,000 people in the Domain, Corroboree Sovereignty for indigenous rights in Canberra, refugee rights, May Day celebrations of workers rights, National Aboriginal and Islander Day of Celebration and the Hiroshima Day Rally.  They have also played for the M1 Alliance, S11 in Melbourne, NAIDOC, Greenpeace, the Australian Conservation Foundation, the Wilderness Society and the “Rock the Block” reconciliation concert recently in Redfern. 
After touring outback and regional and remote Australia in 2006 / 2007 the Urban Guerillas played at the SCG to 40,000 people for the Rock for Rights gig in April and then in November released their “...and the wind brought change” album. 
Featuring the song “ Hurricane” which underscores the album title of how hurricane Katrina exposed how hardened the American government had become to its own citizens while it put all of the nations resources into a futile war overseas that served to make a few people rich while the rest of the nation went without basic medical care and welfare and emergency services in the case of New Orleans.
The Urban Guerillas proudly present  “... and the wind brought change”.

The promotion of this product has been suspended until now due to Stewart’s poor health since its release but with his new treatment providing essentially a remission from his affliction the band will playing live again soon.
