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IDENTIFY THE PROBLEM
The purpose of this project is for me to find out with university is better for my choice of study (computer science): UBC or SFU. It seems UBC is better known, but which university has the better programs and which is most convenient for me? That’s what I’m trying to find out.

GATHER INFORMATION
The two main sources for my research are www.ubc.ca and www.sfu.ca. These two websites seem to be the best source of information because they are the university’s own websites. Where else could you get more specific information?

EXAMINE THE ALTERNATIVES

	UBC – Computer Science

	Criteria
	Pros
	Cons

	Campus Location
Main campus: bounded by Chancellor Boulevard to the northwest, Marine Drive to the southwest, Wesbrook Mall to the northeast, and West 16th Avenue to the southeast.
	-none
	-far away from home-need to take bus-transportation cost

	Entrance Requirements (pre-requisites)

Apply to science for first year.

Grade 12: English, Math, Physics, Chemistry and an additional course

-require LPI exam

First year: English, Computer Science, Math, Chemistry, Physics Biology
	-able to choose a variety of science courses in the first year.

-if I change my mind, I could still go into something science related.
	-indirect, need to take other courses first and into computer science the second year.

-need to get 80% or above in English 12 or score at least 5/6 on LPI exam

	Tuition Fees

$4011-4814 (in total)
	-Co-op would help pay tuition fees
	-expensive

	Admission Deadline
February 28
	-direct admission into Computer Science if average is high enough
	-not very long before I have to apply

	Programs
Major Programs
Honours Programs
Minor Programs
	-lots of choices
	-none

	Majors Offered

Computer Science Major
Combined Majors: Computer Science with Physics, Biology, Mathematics, Microbiology and Immunology, Statistics, or another science subject.

Double Major
	-lots of possible majors
	-work load would increase if I did more than just the Computer Science Major

	Level of Degree/ Program Length
Bachelor of Computer Science
4 years, 5 years with Co-op
	-get a degree in computer science
	-4/5 more years of school

	Housing

Guarantees room and board for 1200 first year students admitted directly

	-living near school is more convenient 
	-costs more than living at home

	Co-op

available
	-earn money while in school

-pay for tuition
	-requires one more year to complete degree

	Entrance Scholarship

95% and up $4000

90-94.99% $1000

86-89% $500 bookstore credit
	-get lots of money if marks are high
	-percentage is based on final admission average (after provincials)


	SFU – Computing Science

	Criteria
	Pros
	Cons

	Campus Location

Main campus:

Burnaby
	-none
	-far way from home

-need to take bus
-transportation costs

-unfamiliar with Burnaby

	Entrance Requirements (pre-requisites)
Grade12: English, Math, 2 science courses, 1 social science
	-apply directly into computer science

-does not require the LPI test
	-require a social science course (used in calculation of average)

	Tuition Fees
-about $150 per semester hour 
	-none

-CO-OP would help pay tuition fees
	-expensive

	Admission Deadline
February 28 (early admission)

April 30 (all students)
	-direct admission if average is high enough
	-not very long before I have to apply

	Programs

Majors, joint majors, special programs(software engineering, multimedia), minors, honours, certificate, CO-OP
	-a variety of programs

-do not have to major in it
	-none

	Majors Offered
Major in Computing Science

Joint Majors:

Mathematics in the Mathematics and Computing Science, Honours Program
Business Administration in Information Systems, Molecular Biology and Biochemistry in Bioinformatics
	-possible to major in both computing science and another subject
	-none

	Level of Degree/ Program Length
	-Bachelor of Science from the Faculty of Applied Science

(gets a good degree)
	-9 semesters (takes a long time)

	Housing

SFU offers 1,125 units available in six residences.
	- more residences on campus

-living closer to school is more convenient 
	-costs too much money to live on campus

	Entrance scholarships
	-90% or above, automatically get $3500 over two semesters

-other scholarships available
	-need to apply for the other scholarships (must have average 90% or above)

	Co-op

Available
	-earn money while in school

-pay for tuition
	-requires one more year to complete degree


DECISION/CONCLUSION

After my research, I’ve decided that SFU would be a better choice for me. First of all, I think it would be easier for me to be accepted in SFU than to UBC. I’ve already looked into SFU’s course requirements for grade12 last year, so the courses I have right now fit with the ones that can be used in the calculation of my average. From estimation, I think I would get a higher average if I applied to SFU. Moreover, I wouldn’t need to take the LPI test if I plan on going to SFU. As for the programs the two universities offer, SFU’s jointed major for Business Administration in Information Systems appealed to me. From the previous career project, I found out that computer related careers really ties in with business. I believe that this program that SFU offers would really be useful in the future for job searching. Although UBC has a potential of giving out a better scholarship in value, (95% above, $4000) I doubt that I can get a 95% average. For getting a 90% average, SFU awards $3500 while UBC awards $2000. Tuitions for both universities seem to be expensive, so they do not influence my decision as to which university to attend. The locations of the campuses are both far, but SFU seems to be closer.
EVALUATE MY DECISION

Although I have made my decision, I will still keep both schools in mind. I plan to apply to both universities, because who knows? Maybe I’ll be accepted into UBC and accepted into SFU. I will try my best to pursue my goal by maintaining a good grade now. I will work hard to try and get scholarships so money is less of an issue. I believe choosing to go into computer science is a good decision, because that is where my interests lie. I would be better suitable to learn about this than say some other subject that I have no interest and no skill in.

