Living Environment Course Orientation Sheet

2007 – 2008

Regents Living Environment is a biology course studied by students across New York State.  It focuses on the study of the scientific method, life functions, the cell, biochemistry, human physiology, genetics, evolution, and ecology.  This course is a standardized course of study, and all students are required to take a uniform three hours regents exam in June to demonstrate mastery of information and acquisition of knowledge and skills.  Successful completion of the course is based on completing all course requirements and passing the regents exam.

I. Daily Class Routines
A. Bring a composition notebook, pens (more than one color), calculator and white out every day.  
B. Remove and place all outer garments on the back of your chair.

C. Be in your seat before the late bell rings and immediately:

a. Open your notebook

b. Copy whatever is on the board into your notebook.
c. Be ready to start the lesson.

d. Raise your hand before you speak.

e. Get permission before you leave your seat.

f. Speak in audible complete sentences

g. Eating, drinking, gum chewing, sleeping, listening to a walkman/Discman, or using a cell phone is strictly prohibited.

h. The out of room pass is restricted to emergencies only.  No one is to leave the room during the first or last ten minutes of the period.  Your teacher has the right to refuse the pass to students who do not behave responsibly or who arrive to class late.

II. Notebooks
A. You are required to have a composition notebook.  This notebook must follow the required format and be brought to class every day.
B. This notebook should be dedicated solely to science since it will be collected as a part of your grade.

C. Retain all your work and materials given to you for study and future reference.

D. You will also have a second composition notebook for lab.

III. Attendance is Mandatory

A. Come to class on time every day.

B. You will be marked late if you walk into the room after the second bell.

C.  If you are absent, you must bring in an official or verified note from your legal guardian or doctor.  Failure to do so will result in the absence being treated as a cut.

D. If you do arrive late, you must sign the late book and quietly go to your seat.

E. Quizzes are typically given at the beginning of the period.  You will fail the quiz if you arrive late.  
F. Missing class due to an unexcused late arrival to school is considered cutting.

G. Those who cut class may not make up missed work.  This includes exams but does not include homework.

IV. Grading Policy
The following set of criteria will be used to assess your academic achievement.

Exams




60%

Labs




25%

Participation



5%

Homework



10%

A. Exams 60%

1.  You must take all exams and quizzes.  You will have either and exam or quiz on every Wednesday.
2.   An automatic 0 is given if you are absent from a test or quiz and do not bring an official note stating a legitimate reason for absence.  It is your responsibility to request a make-up test.  However, I reserve the right to honor or reject this option based on your reasoning.

3. Cheating on tests or quizzes will result in severe penalties.
B. Lab Reports 25%

Regulation 8.2(C) of the Rules and Regulations of the New York State Commissioner of Education States:
Only those persons who have satisfactorily met the laboratory requirement as stated in the State Syllabus for science shall be admitted to a Regents examination in such science
Students who do not complete the lab requirement of 30 periods of satisfactory lab reports are barred from the Regents exam and fail the class.  Details on the lab requirements will be given during lab.  All lab reports must be written in lab notebook in order to be accepted.  Late lab reports will probably be graded late.
C. Class Participation 5%

Students are expected to ask questions and participate in class discussions throughout the course.  Do not give up any golden opportunities to clarify confusions before the exam.  One must be in class to participate.  So, those who come to class late habitually will fail this section, and those who frequently cut will receive a zero.
D. Homework 10%
· Homework must be headed with your name, homework number and date.  Failure to do so may result in a grade reduction.
· It should be written neatly in your class notebook.

· Questions need not be copied unless otherwise instructed. Answer questions in complete sentences.

· If you are absent, you are still responsible for making up missing homework.  Please ask your classmates for the assignment.

V. Mr. Heilbrunn’s website

Mr. Heilbrunn’s website address is http://www.geocities.com/heilbrunn/.  Please check here to find old homework assignments, handouts, and exam information.    Emails (mrheilbrunn@gmail.com) are more than welcome!
Welcome to Living Environment, and I wish you success in all the assignments, projects, labs, quizzes, tests, and games that you will participate and take in this course. Enjoy!

Do not tear off this portion of the sheet
I have read this sheet and I understand the class rules, routines, and grading policy

Student’s name​​​​​__________________________________________________

Student’s signature​​​​​__________________________________________________

Parent/Legal Guardian signature_______________________________________

