Hall of Minerals and Gems Scavenger Hunt


This project requires you to visit the Hall of Minerals and Gems exhibit in the American Museum of Natural History at 81 St. and Central Park West.  The B and C trains and the M10, M7, and M11 buses stop at the museum.  You will have to pay and entrance fee; the amount is up to you, but you do have to pay something even if it is only 5 cents.  The museum is open Sunday – Thursday 10:00 till 5:45 and Friday and Saturday 10:00 till 8:45.


Once you are in the museum proceed to the Human Biology and Evolution exhibit.  It is on the first floor near the canoes.  Proceed through that Hall and the Hall of Meteorites into the Hall of Minerals and Gems.  Refer to the attached map.  Answer the following questions on a separate sheet, and attach your ticket to your paper.

1) What is the nature of minerals?

2) Give an example, with its color, of each of the following minerals:

a) Element

b) Carbonate

3) Which group contains fools gold, pyrite?

4) Diamond and graphite are both pure carbon.  Explain their different properties.

5) Define streak.

6) What conditions form metamorphic minerals?

7) Describe a magmatic environment.

8) What causes a pegmatite to form?

9) Describe an evaporate environment.

10) Describe a sedimentary environment.

11) More than ______ minerals are known; only ______ minerals are common.

12) What makes a mineral glow in the dark?

13) Which is the hardest gem in the gem exhibit? [image: image1.png]First Floor
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