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This paper argues that "sanitary concern", which emerged from the colonial
experience in the second half of the 19th century, was one of the major ruling
principles of the colonial authority. For example, the Sanitary Council (renamed as
"Urban Council" after the 1930s), an institution responsible for sanitary issues, was
established to implement sanitary control over a wide range of domains, from natives'
everyday lives to building standard and sewage system. The sanitary institutions
became the backbone of the urban system of Hong Kong and the colonialists sought
to maintain and regulate the sanitation of the native community. The function of
sanitary control sustained itself in the processes of colonial institutional changes and
became the important mechanism for development control. This function extended
to the post-war period and turned into community-engineering. The Urban Council
fabricated a physical and ideological space for “regulated community”, i.e. the
emergence of the Resettlement Housing as a sort of public housing. This was the

imagined space for the continuity of colonialism.
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