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  Chinese Seafood Hut Restaurant on Fontaine bites the dust.  April 10.
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Elected School Board


Movement











































































































Democrats Never


Been Weaker


    The Democratic party has dominated Charlottesville politics since the American Revolution.  The Dems sought to preserve slavery and segregation.  More recently, public housing has preserved residential segregation and created a permanent need for the needy.


    (continues back page)    





Danger:  Democracy


    Below are some referendums and related events in the local past.  Charlottesville is divided into four wards.  Each ward was subdivided into two precincts in 1963 with annexation that expanded city territory by 61%.





Ward:	1  Recreation, Clark


2  Lane, Greenbrier 


3  Firehouse, Johnson


4  Venable, Alumni Hall





1954  Redevelopment and Housing Authority approved by margin of 2% or 36 votes.  Wards For 1,3 Against 2,4.


1960  Vinegar Hill Renewal by 5% or 206 vote margin.  F 2,4 A 1,3.


1961  Hartman’s Mill site for public housing approved by 1% or 23 votes and rejected by council 1962.  F 2,4 A 1,3.  Cox’s Row (Westhaven) approved by 3-1 margin, all wards For.


1965  Ridge Street site fails by 2% or 82 votes.  F 2,4, A 1,3.


1967  Garrett approved by 34% or 1,603 votes.  South First Street by 26%, 1,203 votes.  Ridge Street Revised by 12%, 532 votes.


1970  City (by 2-1 margin), county (4-1) reject city-county merger.


1973  General Assembly changes city charter to remove provision for referendums on housing issues.


1980s  Council elected at-large.  School board appointed at-large.





— Historical Markers —


For the Bad Side of the Tracks





The Cold Steam Building


    Alexander Garrett, first rector of UVA, native of Louisa County and clerk of Albemarle’s court 1815-1831, friend of Thomas Jefferson, built his  8-room brick home with pillared portico on 117-acre farm Oak Hill.


    After 1860, the house was used variously as a dwelling, warehouse, and laboratory.  Some 1920s patents by John E. Shepherd and R. L. McElroy’s Cold Steam Corp. include a car washing machine, other spray apparatus, and a weather proofing process for brick.  (“Historic ‘Cold Steam Building’ Yields To Modern-Day Needs,” Daily Progress, Apr. 16, 1952.)





Frank Ix and Sons Silk Mill


    Largest employer in town during WWII weaving nylon for parachutes.  The mill thrived as the Market St. Woolen Mill closed in 1964.  Frank Ix bought or built houses for some workers primarily along Ware Street.





Sweet Marguerite’s on Fifth Street


    Opulent, respected brothel 1922-1949.  The eight-room red-brick house became a home for black elderly until Renewal.  The legendary madam gained national attention in 1972 when demolition of the historic structure uncovered a large stash of cash hidden in the walls.





Allen’s Produce Market


    Black family-owned enterprise at Garrett and Sixth for 30 years.  One of four grocers downtown before Renewal.  





Mrs. Nimmo


    80-year-old woman had lived in 125-year-old house with family graveyard since 1910.  Seven of her sons were veterans of both WWII and Korea.  (“Vote Against Ridge-Lane” ad, Daily Progress, Nov. 1,1965.)





    A petition drive to change the process of selecting city school board members expresses disapproval of the board’s record of achievement.


    Spearheaded by Kevin Cox, who received nine hundred votes in the last council election, the petition needs ten percent of the some 20,000 registered voters to force the issue onto the ballot.


    An elected school board is not a magic bullet. For example, Maryland’s state senate proposes to make Prince George’s county school board appointed (“Activists oppose new PG board,” Washington Times, Apr. 3, 2002).


    Charlottesville’s school board is facing the worst problem a school can possibly face: no students.  As student enrollment declines, schools will close.  At the same time, schools will be pressured to retain violent students to maintain the funding stream.


    The school board’s handling of Jefferson School was a bomb.  The board’s decision to drop its oldest school met a firestorm of outcry. Racism and erasure from history are not needed to explain the decision.  The board simply calculated that Jefferson had the least political support.


    The Jefferson Decision might be a turning point in history.








JADE Goes Psycho


    During the week of Valentine’s, the Jefferson Area Drug Enforcement task force expressed its fanatical belief that any drug use is supporting terrorism.  Law enforcement’s decision to elevate drug use to treason is an escalation of its war on America.


    If you doubt that police think they’re at war, simply watch an officer approach your car during a routine traffic stop or a SWAT team serve a warrant.


County Refuses Cash


    Albemarle county court clerk does not accept cash payment of tickets during advertised business hours.  The clerk closes out the register 15 minutes before closing at 4:30.  But they will accept a check.


    The question arises.  If you offer full payment with legal tender for a public debt during regular business hours and the money is refused, do you still owe the money?


Democrats Weak


    (continues from front page)


    The unifying theme of local history is a growing contempt for fundamental American values.


    For example, the Board of Architectural Review is the city’s flagship agency of arbitrary rule.  The board has the power to restrict property rights based on guidelines, not on laws.  A permit can be denied even if the project complies with all written codes.


    City government feels free to ignore state and local laws because they got away with urban renewal, a Fifth Amendment infringement.  


    Violated was the right that your property not be seized except by court order.  Equal protection means no government in America can violate due process to take land for someone else to own.


    The informal defense for renewal:  Everyone else in the country did it.  Or someone else paid for it so they did it.  Saying you were paid to do wrong does not absolve you from wrongdoing.  The payment implicates others.


    So when city council fails to follow through on the Meadow Creek Parkway, no one is surprised.  Council has voted into law that the Parkway shall be built.  By stalling, council is breaking its own law.


    The city has also rejected the American legal system by embracing restorative justice.  


The double standard is needed 


to assuage the white guilt of


public housing.  Equality of law means equal justice for all.


    Flaw in our brave new world:  


a lawless government promotes lawlessness, which is bad for business and property.  


    On Tuesday May 7, vote any conscience except Democrat.  Restore America to Charlottesville.    





www.geocities.com/HealingCharlottesville





    The South Rivanna reservoir has risen from 68.2% to 70.7% of capacity during the past week.  But it hasn’t rained in 30 days.
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1762  Town of Charlottesville established.


1819  University of Virginia founded by Thomas Jefferson.


1828  Midway House constructed at top of Vinegar Hill.


1865  All-black Jefferson School organized by 50-year-old spinster abolitionist from Massachusetts, Miss Ana Gardner.


1870  Town’s first all-white public school opens on Garrett Street.


1888  Town incorporates as city.  


1893  City’s public school completes move to Midway School.


1916  All-white McGuffy School opens, named after UVA professor.


1922  State law that children age 8-14 attend school.


1925  All-white Venable opens, named after distinguished prof.


1926  New Jefferson School adds high school grades.


1931  All-white George Rogers Clark School opens.


1940  All-white Lane High opens, named for Midway principal.


1955  Two all-white schools open:  Johnson and Burnley-Moran.


1958  City schools close to block court-ordered desegregation.


1959  Schools reopen integrated.


In the following years the integrated school system added Greenbrier, Jackson-Via, Buford, Walker, and Charlottesville High to its resource base and removed Lane and McGuffy.


2002  “Board votes to split Jefferson Preschool into six parts”, 


Jan. 18, “Plans for Jefferson School shelved”, Jan. 31, The Daily Progress.





Source:  John Hammond Moore.  Albemarle: Jefferson’s County, 1727-1976,  The Albemarle County Historical Society, 1976.


Source for housing referendums:  Christopher S. Combs.  “A Community in Turmoil: Charlottesville’s Opposition to Public Housing.”  The Magazine of Albemarle County History, 1998.








Education Timeline








