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THE WITNESS REPORT, P.O. Box 3200, Charlottesville, Va. 22902





“Full and Overflowing”


�


Near Drought Over, Christmas Miracle











































































































Deeds Wins Senate


    Democrat Creigh Deeds was elected Tuesday to represent the 25th state senate district left vacant with the death of Emily Couric two months ago.


    Deeds is a former prosecutor from Bath county and currently a state house delegate.


    Deeds was opposed by Republican Jane Maddux.  The Deeds’ campaign turned negative last week by charging that the Maddux campaign was negative because Maddux did not share Deeds’ positions on the issues.


    A positive campaign is when a candidate speaks about her own issues and ignores the opponent.  The Maddux campaign relied heavily on regionalism.  The 25th


district stretches from populous Albemarle to sparsely populated Bath county at West Virginia border.


    One in three eligible voters cast a ballot.  Two-thirds of those voted for Deeds.  Deeds lacks a mandate because less than a quarter of his new constituency voted for him.


{  (1/3)(2/3) = 2/9 = 0.22  }


Mall Decay to Expand


    Charlottesville has received a grant to build a public transit stop at the east end of the downtown mall.  Leftover money will extend the mall in front of city hall and connect to Fridays after Five amphitheater.


    For the transit station to make sense it should function during the weekly festival where alcohol is consumed openly in public.  Currently Ninth street is closed for the event.


    The existing pedestrian mall continues to disintegrate from weather and traffic.  The trees, taller than the buildings, obscure the historic downtown viewscape.


    There is no grant to maintain, repair, or prune old public assets.





Sheriff “Vindicated”


    A judge has thrown out of court an attempt by Greene county board of supervisors to obtain a court order that sheriff William Morris enforce the car tax decal ordinance.  


    Saying it is a case for the voters, the judge reaffirmed that police officers have broad discretion in the execution of their duties.  If police arrested everyone who committed a crime, everyone would be in jail including the police.


    Greene supervisors have revealed their ignorance of politics.  The will of the people can be expressed through the board or the sheriff who is elected countywide.  Government derives power from the people’s voluntary consent.


    The saddest part of this story is that  a supervisor wanted to shake the sheriff’s hand after the case as if court were a game of chess.  The sheriff took the charge personally because he stood to lose his job, his reputation, and possibly his freedom.  No handshake.





Reports


(  Taliban government is removed from power in Afghanistan.  Osama bin Laden and Taliban supreme leader remain at large presumed alive.


(  80 residential break-ins since November 1 in Albemarle county.  


No suspects.


(  Gay-Straight student alliance at Monticello HS influences school board to adopt anti-discrimination policy for students.  The protection does not apply to teachers or school employees.


    The students have complained about the common use of the word faggot.  This word carries the same weight as the words nigger and juden.  The labels are green lights to discriminate, beat up and murder members of the groups.  


    Straights have learned you don’t have to be gay to be gay-bashed.
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     Albemarle county board of supervisors has decided to form a three-member commission next year to oversee police conduct.  


    The citizens’ advisory board is a symptom of growing civil unease and is set up for failure.


    The commission will consist of volunteers from the public appointed by the board.  Political appointees.  The supervisors will delegate their individual responsibilities to oversee the agencies they fund.


    The commissioners will not be allowed to review active investigations when their advice would be most critical.  The commission is added bureaucracy, another report to wait for.


    Three part-time workers are not enough manpower to supervise police.  The police chief is already paid to perform this function.


    To succeed, the commissioners need the powers of an inspector general.  Someone should be able to get to the bottom of a citizen’s complaint quickly.


    The advisory board should solicit and catalogue for history citizen reports.  The board should position slotted lock boxes in libraries.  Only the commission members should have the key.





Advice to Advisory Board


�





    The South Rivanna reservoir has risen from 68.2% to 70.7% of capacity during the past week.  But it hasn’t rained in 30 days.


    





The board should publish its correspondence and report directly to the public.


    When they recommend that officers follow a widely known code of conduct called the Bill of Rights, the advisory board will appear trivial.


    The commissioners must have faith in the principles articulated at the formation of the United States.


    Government understands force only.  For every offense, no matter how minor, police are prepared to use deadly force if you resist arrest,


    In the First Amendment are peaceful ways for the public to show force.  Letters, press, petitions, lawsuits, assembly of large groups pose an increasing threat to stability.  A protest can become a riot.


    The Second Amendment is the next escalation.  The paradox is that taking up arms against a tyrannical government is both patriotism and treason.


    The right to organize a neighborhood security force responds to this political truth:  


A little boy can shout all day that the emperor has no clothes.  But that speech does not stop the emperor from parading around naked.


    





This newspaper is supported by reader contributions of money, stamps, police reports, essays,  and  true stories.  Contributions so far:  $2, book of stamps, cartoon.  Here you record history.   Next issue March 5.


�
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     The South Rivanna reservoir was “full and overflowing” on December 3rd as reported on WINA radio.  Albemarle service authority director Bill Brent confessed he had no good explanation since there had been no significant rain.  Only three weeks before, media warned of imminent mandatory water restrictions.  The miraculous recharging of our water supply has not received the same fanfare.


     How many days water supply do we have when reservoirs are full?  Differential calculus was invented four centuries ago to answer such a complex question.





     Change in Volume  =  Inflow – Outflow


     dV      =   Runoff + Underground – Consumption – Discharge 


					     – Evaporation – Sedimentation





So the volume change in water supply depends on six variables.  I have described an equation in seven unknowns.  Two unknowns plot a line or curve.  Three unknowns describe a plane or space.  A seven-dimensional relationship is hard to visualize.


     The relationship among two or three variables can help predict supply.  If we have no rain, then runoff is zero.  Evaporation and sedimentation are small, close to zero in the short term in comparison to water consumption and discharge downstream, which are measured and predictable.  Underground water flow has proven to be the significant unknown, this the third dry autumn in a row.  


     The next logical study, after toxicity of sediment, should deploy monitor wells and stream gages at major inflow zones to improve the forecast of supply.


     If we enter a dry spell, we have about 4½ months of water supply at 10 million gallons consumed per day.  Mandatory restrictions begin with 90 days supply remaining.  A 45-day dry spell is not terribly unusual.  A 70-day dry spell is more rare and brings us closer to 50% supply remaining.  A longer dry spell trigger for declaration of drought would mean fewer false alarms and better compliance when an old-fashioned drought really does occur.
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Political cartoon to be uploaded later.  
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