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THE WITNESS REPORT, P.O. Box 3200, Charlottesville, Va. 22902


AMERICA IN STATE OF WAR


�





September 11 Tuesday


TWO TERRORIST ATTACKS KILL 5,000 CIVILIANS.


New York World Trade Center Twin Towers each hit by fully fueled, hijacked domestic airliner.  The two 110-story city-block-wide steel and concrete buildings collapse when fire melts steel beams.  The upper floors jackhammer downward.  Hundreds of rescue workers perish.


PLANE CRASHES INTO PENTAGON.


Airliner from Dulles hits Pentagon.  All civilian air traffic grounded for two days.  President flies to La. airbase.


PASSENGERS FOIL HIJACK, CRASH SOUTHWEST PA.


After learning by cell phone that New York and Pentagon had been attacked, passengers over-power hijackers.





Wednesday 12


NATO invokes Article 5:  Attack on USA is attack on the 19-member alliance.  First collective defense in 52-year history of the alliance.





Thursday 13


State Secretary Colin Powell: Osama bin Laden is prime suspect.  


Five million dollar bounty for the 6’4” Saudi-born terrorist leader financier hiding in Afghanistan.  Nineteen hijackers of Arab descent identified.  The W Doctrine:  he who harbors the enemy is the enemy.  Charlottesville holds candle light prayer vigil at downtown amphitheater.





Thursday 20


President Bush addresses Congress. “Fear and freedom at war.”





Friday 21


New York Stock Exchange loses 14.3 percent value, largest one-week decline since the Great Depression.





October 7 Sunday


US war planes attack Afghanistan military targets.  Taliban leaders continue to harbor bin Laden.  





Monday 8


FBI:   anthrax found at Florida newspaper building.  One man dies, another without symptoms has spores in nose.





Wednesday 10


Third person found anthrax infected.  Whooping cough outbreak central Va.  The two diseases have similar symptoms as flu.





Today	  Day and night bombing of Afghan targets continue.


  Stock Exchange has regained its loss.






















































































































































































RWSA, RSWA GET NEW EXECUTIVE


�


Campaign for New Reservoir





    Two troubled regional agencies, the Rivanna water and sewer authority and solid waste authority, have their third executive director in a year.


    On Monday, Lawrence C. Tropea Jr. will take over from seven-month director Cole Hendrix, who took over from Arthur Petrini.


    The RWSA is troubled because it has two directors.  Director Eugene Potter asked the public to trust his intuition at the forum at Monticello HS September 27.  


    In his experience, no sediment brought to the surface of a reservoir has ever smelled worse than something you might find in a natural ecosystem.


    (continues back page)





Long-term Weather


�


Winter to be Roughest since ‘96





Indian summer with rain chance once a week.  Colder, stormy mid November on with first snow first week December, unpredicted after false alarms.  Snow gone by Christmas with two-week warm-up.  January turns cold, stormy but mild third week.  Early spring February.  March in like a lamb, out like a lion.


 


Most recent drought:  1976-77 


Drought ended in November with weekly heavy rains in 7-day cycle cold front passages from Pacific Northwest.  Minor flooding.





New Executive Director


�


    RWSA director Potter declined to answer questions about sediment composition related to health.  But no one had asked the question.


    He also explained that RWSA director makes recommendations to the regional board of directors.  The RWSA director then implements decisions taken by city council and county board of supervisors.


    It is unclear who is the head of the water authority, Potter or Tropea.


    Also troubling is that a reservoir can be allowed to siltate and become a “rice paddy”.  Water is less dense than silt but both are fluids.  Water vapor is lighter than air.  Confidence that a dam will hold back a reservoir of silt is low, especially during high water.


    If the sediment is contaminated, the best course of action might be a new reservoir.  No study of toxins in the sediment has been conducted.


    In response to possible terrorist attack of a municipal water supply, the agency has secret security measures and has decided to close its website at night to prevent hacking.


    Meanwhile, I do not recommend ingesting large quantities of tap water over an extended period of time.  If I were in the market for property down-stream of the Sugar Hollow or South Rivanna reservoir, I would make a lower offer given the uncertainties.


    The relationship between the solid waste authority and water authority is that waste can contaminate the water supply by runoff and by underground streams.  The waste authority now transfers waste out of the region with the closing of its last landfill.





Ultimate Dam-Break Disaster


 Johnstown, Pa. May 1889.  35-year-old 70-by-900 foot earthen dam fails during 20-year flood.  2,100 lives lost when 30-foot wall of water travels 15 miles in one hour to Johnstown already under seven feet of water.





Stories You Are Witnessing


�











Civil Disobedience


    On Tuesday, the Greene county board of supervisors voted unanimously for the second time that sheriff William Morris should enforce the decal ordinance.


    County attorney Ray Clarke has said he is unsure what charge to file against the sheriff.  That’s because there is no law to compel an officer to violate a citizen’s due process rights.


    In America taxes are paid voluntarily.  Only a court can order police to collect property taxes.


    No ruling yet on legality of Charlottesville’s own sticker ordinance, whose fine went up 350% on July 1.


Law Applies Selectively


    City council might decide on November 5 to hire only service contractors who pay employees a living wage of 8 dollars an hour.  Manufacturers of products will likely be exempted.


Campaign for Inequality


    Election day is November 6.  Two candidates for governor, Mark Warner (D) and Mark Early (R) are for family right to pay lower taxes while consuming more services.


    Both candidates oppose marriage protection for gays and straights based on religious definition of family.  Only straight couples in love permitted to designate next of kin, sole heir, and power of attorney in a single legal document.





Police Brutality


    A 21-year-old Albemarle county man, arrested in August for alleged sexual assault of neighbor in June, suffers broken rib and hand injury while in police custody.


   Police video, aired on WVIR, shows misconduct.  Detectives call defendant a faggot.  The accused, seated, is wrestled to the floor by 4 detectives after he swings at surprise flash photo.  He is punched 10 times, claims injury.  Detective asks if he’s ready to talk now.


    Judge orders medical exam after 10 days in jail without bail.  The man is released on $10,000 bond as 16 associates attend bond hearing.





Win Free Trip to Afghanistan!*





To qualify, you must:


( Be a legislator in 40-mile radius of Monticello.


( Publicly state 


“We don’t need a court order for police to collect taxes.”


*Travel paid only if sufficient donations received.  Mail cash, check, money order to support freedom.





One-way Ticket to Afghanistan Fund





This newspaper is supported by reader contributions of money and stamps, literary and artistic creations.  Next issue November 15.
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