Viruses 

Viruses are not classified as living organisms. Viruses become active when they come in contact with living cells. 

Viral shapes

A- Polyhedral  

B- Cylindrical 

C- T-4

D- Circular/ round

Virus genetic material

The genetic material of viruses are  made up of ether DNA or RNA.

The genetic material is stored in a double layer of protein.  

Viruses reproduce in 2 ways –(infect the cell )

Lytic cycle -viruses infects the cell and takes over the cell protein production. The cell no longer produces 

cell protein but starts to produce viral protein, which turns the cell into a virus factory. The cell 

then explodes because of too many viruses and the  viruses start to invade and infect other cells 

and the cycles starts again.

Lysogenic cycle-viruses infect the cell just like the Lytic cycle but the virus genetic material becomes part 

of the cells genetic material. There it remains dormant (off) until some thing turns the virus gene

 on. Once the viral gene is turned on  the cell goes through the lytic cycle and produces viruses and 

then destroys the cell.

Viral diseases 

Chicken pox

Mumps 

Aids

Herpes- cold sores

Hepatitis –B 

Rabies 

Mononucleosis

Colds 

Influenza-flu 

