Teaching Philosophy
As an undergraduate college student, I tutored a sixth grade student whose primary language was Spanish.  Prior to meeting this student, I was told by her teachers that she did not participate in class and did not do her homework.  The student I met was very different than I had envisioned her to be.  I found her to be engaging and wanting to learn.  She was even a perfectionist, but feared asking too many questions about the homework before going home in the afternoon.  The student loved school and took great pride in her work, but often did not understand directions given for assignments.  Unfortunately, this student was viewed as not caring about school when in reality she cared a great deal and wanted to be successful.
This experience was the foundation for my desire to pursue a career in teaching.  I learned that consistency, time and understanding from a teacher or adult can have a dramatic impact on a young student's academic experience.  I could see in a very short period that my time with this student changed her entire school experience.  Lending support and identifying her strengths helped her to feel successful not only in her academic environment, but outside of it as well.
I have decided to pursue a career field in which I can have a profound daily impact on children.  I am drawn to being an elementary school teacher because I believe a child’s love of learning and attending school is determined during the elementary school years.  Howard Gardner says that the elementary school years represent the foundational elements of a child’s sense of self as a student, and determines the comfort level in academic settings for the future.  I feel that a structured academic setting will provide me the opportunity to not only teach students, but also help them develop emotionally and socially.  One way to create a structured academic setting is by having students generate their own classroom rules and by making work expectations clear on a daily basis.  I feel that students thrive in an environment where they know the expectations and rules.  From my teaching experiences, I have found that it is more likely students follow rules that they have a part in creating.  This sets the foundation for a safe classroom environment, and allows optimal learning to occur.
As a teacher, I feel it is important to recognize the strengths of every child and to understand that each child has something to contribute to the classroom.  I share Gardner’s belief that there are multiple intelligences.  This is something I will be cognizant of when teaching.  In any classroom there will be students with varying learning styles and different academic strengths and weaknesses.  I feel it is important to remember that every child, just like every adult, has strengths and weaknesses.  Instead of focusing on a child’s weakness, I feel it is vital to focus even more on his or her strengths in order to keep the child motivated and feeling successful.  Therefore, I feel it is important to be flexible with the methods used to assess students and allow for knowledge to be shared in various ways.  Without doing this, it may be difficult to assess what a student truly knows.  As a teacher, it is my job to assess how each student works best and then provide a classroom environment that supports different learning styles.  

I feel the most important part of my job as a teacher is to provide a safe environment where students are engaged and enjoy the learning process.  This is how I will measure my success as an elementary school teacher.  It is my hope that others will see students in my classroom who are engaged and who enjoy learning from each other. 
