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By: Dr. G Bekele

3 August 2002
Whenever I see someone in power I ask myself five questions. Who gave you this power? What did you do to get this power? What are you going to do with this power? To whom are you giving power? And how can we get rid of you? Five crucial questions indeed: ones that, it would have been even more interesting to hear them pose eleven years ago  - say, to the Ethiopian people.

EVER SINCE Seye Abraha was forced to leave the present government by Meles Zenawi and his Palace group, there has only been one question or two among his supporters. When and in what guise, would he return to power? Though he went to prison, and his wartime reputation tarnished by the corruption issue but is widely predicted, he soon will bounce back with some of his dissident friends like that of Alemseged Gebre-Amlak, Bitew Belai, Gebru Asrat and few others.

It also looks obvious that sooner or later he would be released and may be restored to power. His supporters and some of his former colleagues have exculpated him of any wrongdoings over our country’s affairs and matters. Friends of the great man let it be known that, although Seye did not say he is willing to resume power, he may wish or might be prepared to undertake an important job on behalf of his country and in particular represent Tigrai region. 

Mr Abraha we are told, is a convinced Tigraway Ethiopian, a fervent supporter of united Ethiopia and a renowned opponent of Shaebia. Furthermore, we are informed too that he would love to do whatever he could to hasten our total separation (independence) from Eritrea. What is so extraordinary about this debate is that it concerns us only the kind of job Seye might be prepared to take and whether the majority of the Ethiopian people will ever trust him in future. 

Also if my impression and observation is correct, very few people are asking whether he or his colleagues deserves to be rehabilitated. So far as we all know, his original offence over corruption and all the other recorded mistakes of their government has by no means been wiped clean, even if the public are prepared to forgive and forget.  So suspicions and divisions among us are getting wider.

But it would also be wrong to accept the charges or judgement put about him and his colleagues in the present inexperienced and biased Ethiopian Kangaroo Court that he has been wholly exonerated for his part in the misfortunes of Ethiopia. On the other hand, it is true that from our readings which seemed to whitewash everybody involved, concluded that Seye Abraha had not set out to deceive and had not deliberately told lies concerning all matters including the war between Ethiopia and Eritrea. Is this wartime hero then a faultless man?

Nevertheless, some quarters say we have not investigated these yet and whether there have been potential serious corruption charges or treason. These are questions which Mr Abraha and other dissidents has adroitly swept under the carpet while boasting that they have been loyal hence been given a clean bill of health by their colleagues and supporters. The truth is that their political record remains, by any yardstick chequered. They look guilty until proven innocent. 

If another government or individual leader had made one quarter of the mistakes and errors of judgment of TPLF/EPRDF, there would be no question of his or their ever being rehabilitated at all. There are many clever and up-and-coming politicians like EDP without any question marks against them. So why do Seye or other dissidents have to return to power as is so confidently predicted? Is this because we need their expertise and experiences? Good Leadership may be?

They seem to be resenting their untimely rejection because they now say were not Angels and had made few mistakes here and there as we all do, and may still harbour unspoken resentment, but the two groups don’t seem to get on well. The dissidents are shown to be strong fighters and believers but without the majority of the Tigrayan or the Ethiopian people’s support, they are nothing. Some followers think they are martyrs and gatekeepers hence should be forgiven to carry out unfinished jobs. They don’t want permanently to loose them at all.

But such attentions may not have to be rewarded though they are extremely ambitious. It seems they did not like to accept failure, defeat and also be seen as guilty as their rivals in the government. They want to be out there, wielding a little power, dependent on themselves. And from their follower’s point of view it suits them to have such loyal acolytes and heroes with whom they have so much empathy out in the field and serving the cause they believe in. Therefore, whom can the rest of us trust more? We are faced with these mind-boggling dilemmas.

That is why sooner or later, in one form or another, Seye and the likes will almost certainly be back to once more play politics. Because some it seems cannot do without them. The problem is they have to be voted in by a democratic system not by machine guns and I can’t see the Tigrayans supporting them in sufficient numbers unless otherwise they are thoroughly examined and proved to be worthy of a comeback. It is a lot of work. Hence we need to have real debates. 

It doesn’t seem to be feasible also for the present government to last its terms. Hence we should now stop exchanging accusations and counter accusations, frightening the general public with the formations of Salsai-Weyane or New TPLF. Instead both camps should present constructive points and reasons for the public’s attention why rehabilitating Seye or Alemseged etc is wrong or right.

But we should not entirely give up hope of a counterblast from the public or the media that might yet frighten the new and the future Ethiopian government. Beyond doubt Seye Abraha was one of the dominating political figures of the last eleven years or more which certainly puts (according to his supporters) Lenin, Roosevelt, Churchill, Mao and Hitler in their place. Mr Seye Abraham or other dissidents hasn’t quite achieved these approaches yet partly, perhaps because they are mercifully still with us. So we cannot see them as irrelevant no-hopers.

As we know some are busily trundling round the globe with their one-man show, (An Audience with Top Dissident Aite Alemseged Gebre-Amlak or Aite Gebru Asrat) drawing laudatory notices from the EPRDF meejah, and preparing yet another volume of their future administration diaries. All in all, the auspices for the future cult of those dissidents are not looking good but we must also admit not very bad either. They have become big surprises and unexpected threats for our unity hence we ought to find some ways to come out of this mess and divisions if we do not want to leave Meles permanently in the driving seat to let him destroy our country. 

What exactly do you have to do in our country to become a National Treasure? Die; obviously, or at least make it into the octogenarian zone like the present President Girma W/Giorgis, a happily retired businessman & who doesn’t enjoy good health. Now he has to keep phenomenally active like the Western leaders by regularly jogging through the Palace garden and taking vitamins of some sort supplied by Meles. (Emperor Haileselassie of Ethiopia was making good speeches at 80). The ailing “Pope John Paul II” is still managing gracefully to kneel down and kiss the earth with the assistance of the Vatican Clergies to praise the Almighty Lord.
Also, an instinct for controversy is vital too. You must keep attacking your own side, and your old colleagues because constant rebellion is admired in Ethiopian politics as we are now witnessing in the disputes within TPLF and the Web Sites. Furthermore, egomania is an asset – always remember that at 50, you are a pain in the neck, whereas, at 80, you are “feisty” along with an unswerving faith that you are always right. Put all these together, and it is remarkable how willing people are to take you at your own self-valuation. I don’t begrudge some of these people but I do slightly wonder at it. Let’s face it politics has changed. Isn’t it?  

Sure Aite Seye, Alemseged, Gebru, Bitew and others gave us few good things including a famous victory over Shaebia but they also botched their times on dividing the nation and inciting war between tribes for which they are best known and now seemed to have regretted. Now the dissidents are determined to overthrow the regime. So, are they still birds of the same feather that flock with the Melesites? These are not only deepened the public cynicism about politicians, but also raises at least a “big question-mark” about their much-lauded courage and integrity. But that is the advantage of becoming a National Treasure: mass amnesia. Poor dissidents. You have to feel sorry for them sometimes. I really do.

How they must have grounded their teeth when they had to put their Italian tie and suit to give their eulogy of the blunders of the TPLF at different cities and venues in Europe and America to shall I say a congregation consisting almost entirely of the Church of later day old TPLF or as recently rumoured New TPLF. Most of us are confused. All sides must come clean and tell us the truth.

Seye and some dissidents may be found to be purer than pure and whiter than white in their part during the past eleven years as their supporters now seem to claim. Accordingly, if the dissidents are able to prove these to be true without any doubt to the Ethiopian people, then there is no reason why they should not be cleared of wrong doings and be rewarded for their services, good deeds and contributions. But there are many questions they have to answer if they want us to believe them. They have to change their beliefs and some of their attitudes too. 

But because they have been part and parcel of this government, most of us feel and generalize (because of what we have seen in the past eleven years) that they must have committed some crimes. But what we also don’t know is if those crimes are forgivable or not. It has also come to light that Aite Alemseged has indeed begun admitting some of them on recent public meetings. These are the things we should have been debating to be able to clear the way for a future democratic government. Otherwise, we will still be arguing and fighting even after the Meles government have gone. Brothers and sisters, for how long do we have to fight each other and let our country bleed to death by the traitors? 

A leap of faith:

Many people may try to leap on the bandwagon without the full dangers being understood. Sometimes an apology is easier to give than receive. We all know it from our lives. The one who says sorry can sit back, happy that the morale high ground is theirs, that they have done their bit. But the person who has been handed the apology, what can they do? They may not be ready to accept it; they may still feel too bitter to forgive. Yet if they reject it, they will be damned as obstinate and mean-spirited. On the other hand, “showing no remorse, no repentance” is not good and yet others say apologising it, is “very significant.”

Therefore, offering “sincere apologies and condolences” verbally at meeting or in a statement cast more in the language of psychotherapy than armed struggle, the dissidents declared an end to “denying collective failures and mistakes or closing minds and hearts to the plight of those who have been hurt.” And in a break past form, they blamed Meles and his group. Still like so many apologies, these ones will not be enough to heal the divided Ethiopian family. You could tell that straightaway from the things we have been witnessing in the past eleven years and in particular in the past two years. Hence we are in an amorphous scenario.

Aite Alemseged and may be Aite Gebru confessed themselves. But Romha W/Selase was not convinced when she met Aite Gebru Asrat in London. In fact she strongly said: “no to ex-tyrants” hence were not overwhelmed by an apology, which they may say if asked gave them great hope. Gebru is going to speak again to Ethiopians in London in two different languages like Alemseged, which will make the matter even worse. Kiros Girmay said, “no one rides a dead horse.” 

Alem H criticized them too for swearing by “Siwatna” (our martyrs) and “widibna” (our organisation). But Lemlem Tarik in her recent strong article said, “Seye is an Ethiopian hero who became a victim of Eritrean Mercenaries.” Siraj Kahsay in his strong, moving and 2001 winning article of Tigrai Net entitled “The Dilemma of the Tigrians” said it all about the TPLF and the sufferings they inflicted on the Tigrai people. Hayalu Kassa’s criticisms and advices for Gebru Asrat’s August London Meetings are genuine & constructive.  

But in his recent appealing article (though he misunderstood my previous articles hence is jealous of me & that of EDP’s achievements – ‘poor old Tegaru tribalism mentality of course’), Wedi Grazemach explained why they shouldn’t loose TPLF. The dissidents are also accused of not showing a change of heart or regret in their old policies. Therefore, is there a way out of these dilemmas?

Others, perhaps most were cynical. They dismiss the dissident’s words as yet another plot by the Meles and Sebhat’s TPLF movement of survival to further its own destructive political ends. Specifically, they note a looming deadline. But if true, this apology is “a big deal” – a hard move to make for a self-styled Tigrai People Liberation Front or Movement, which believes its cause, was always just.

It was not that long ago that those ex-TPLF leaders could barely express regret about all their deeds. It was said too that some of them are still raw and radical Marxist revolutionaries. Now part of the TPLF, in its own words, apologises for the grief, pain and hurt it has inflicted on us and is eager to reverse the mistakes. 

So which side is right? Should we forgive them and allow their comeback or not? It seems the majority who dismiss these admissions and apologies as a self-serving trick or the others who want respect for having acted honourably? May be a useful way to answer this question is with a thought experiment. Let us cool down our angers and tempers and begin to think twice to debate about it thoroughly, constructively and in a friendly manner. Aren’t we all Ethiopians?

Another useful example:

The year is 2032, and it is early September. Suddenly the TV news hums with word of a statement from the ruling council of al-Quaida. It speaks of regret for the suffering it inflicted 30 years earlier, on September 11. Would those words heal the families of those in New York and Washington? Most probably may not. But would it say something about al-Quaida’s intent to kill again, especially if that organisation had been on a ceasefire for the previous six to eight years? Wouldn’t the whole world feel relieved if al-Quaida ever said such a thing?

So, may be it would have been even better if, the dissident’s apology had extended to the long and most oppressed people in Tigrai first and then to everyone in other Ethiopian regions including the opposition political parties, individuals that were ill treated, imprisoned, driven out of their country who some are regarded today as heroes by the majority of the Ethiopian people. 

This may not be neat and perfect for some, but it looks more real to me with each passing month. Not to see it requires a closed heart, to be sure, but also a pair of closed eyes. In peace process, as in life sometimes you have to know how to say yes. When - and only – when we have taken all these steps will we able to begin to believe that Siye and the other dissidents are sincere. We must strive to create peace and harmony among ourselves and go forward. Let us try to live in peace. 

We have to also denounce the brutal treatment of Seye, other dissidents and the opposition, disastrously stubborn policies and judicial system a cynical disregard for national good. This strange silence by some and regularly fighting each other by others must stop, to have honest discussion. Tigrayans and other Ethiopians have always been brothers and sisters for centuries hence let us speak one language and have one meeting for all. We need to concentrate more on the removal of the big traitor and Monster in Ethiopia. Hence we have to engage ourselves in an issue of long term for our country. We should concentrate more on a new vision for Ethiopia than fighting each other. Think of Mother Ethiopia! 

Frankly speaking, they have been given a chance and a golden opportunity for eleven years (without mentioning all the supports they enjoyed from the people of Tigrai during the struggle) but it did not go well for them. As a result all of us including their supporters are in a terrible situation and are at loggerheads even with the international community and ourselves. 

They gave away Assab and our territories. We lost around 80, 000 precious lives on both sides and the province of Eritrea. We are terribly divided. Millions are starving. Aids etc. Therefore, Seye and other dissidents have mountains to climb.

These long time Tigrayan fighters and champions seemed to have failed in time-trial and now gave their rivals and oppositions fresh hope. Their own ex-loyal supporters have accused them of being EPLF agents for over 30 years hence it looks very unlikely that they can regain those trusts from the majority of the Tigrayans (who seemed to have been more hurt) let alone from other Ethiopians. 

Furthermore, as G/Egziabher clearly pointed out in his recent article “Deal with the Devil?” some dissidents are campaigning for the revival of Weyane without Meles, which sounds good of course, while their colleagues are also going on the opposite direction, which is awful. Some are in the process of opening a dialogue with the Monster and his regime. For God sake what is going on? 

EPRDF is also alleged to have opened coalition arrangements with undisclosed opposition parties. And God knows what the other hundreds of rejected parties and forgotten intellectuals are thinking now and will be doing in future. 

Therefore, in my humble opinion and in all honesty I say to the dissidents, change your old Albanian policies, and try to work with new breed of politicians if at all possible, or go off and write books for next generation, make some money or do some good and let the other quintessential, true patrons and loyal children of Ethiopia for once, defend the standards of Ethiopia’s public life, history and sovereignty. Also let there be unity, peace and reconciliation to secure the future. 

More or less, let us have honest, constructive and civilized debates for the sake and goodness of our country. Have open debates presenting facts and opposing with a modicum of competence rather than scratching one another’s eyes out. 

As the 2002 World Peace Council Prize Award Winner, Hannam University Honorary Doctor & as Prophet Haileselassie Girmay said soon will be “Novel” he meant “Nobel” said to Ethiopian Delegates who went to Ethiopia from abroad to visit the war victims (Meles used this phrase as jocular solution of course): “Leyunetachinin Endefelegin Enkerakerbet, Enleyaybet gin Anbetatesbet.” Quite catchy ha? You bet. 
Finally, before I wind up my article, may be I should also add these: if you can’t have debates about the campaigns of Alemseged, Gebru and EDP, if you can’t question Gebru & Alemseged why they chose to address Ethiopians using two languages after 11 years of ruling using only one National language, if you can’t discuss about Seye’s ill-treatment, release and comeback, if you can’t debate about those parties who are secretly contemplating coalition with the Devil and above all, the future of our country, then what the hell can you talk about? 
M A Y    G O D    H E L P    U S    A L L  !
                             

                                UNITY IS                                           POWER !
L O N G   L I V E   M O T H E R   E T H I O P I A ! !
PS: - This article does not fully reflect my beliefs nor am I trying to promote my ideas on these matters but is purely intended to provoke honest discussion between the various groups who differ on these issues. It is to help all parties concerned not personally argue with those barking mad dogs like the Nuways or the Debeculus who were punished by others & were buried back into their murky underworld. 

PPS: - Let us continue to campaign for the release of political prisoners, the wrongly imprisoned journalists and dissidents, human right activists and other oppressed citizens. We must not forget those who are suffering of Aids and the 8,000 000 starving people. We must remember too those who sacrificed their precious lives for Mother Ethiopia and us.  Be united and make a difference.

