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	Desert castle, The Caliphs of the first dynasty, the Umayyads, loved the desert and sought to renew themselves in small, lovely palaces in the desert. Here, the Caliphs would spend their days hawking, hunting and horse racing, followed by the Turkish Bath in the evening. The best examples of the desert castles are found in the east of Jordan. 
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	The Dead Sea At the northern end of the Great Rift Valley lies the Jordan Valley, the lowest point on the surface of the earth. At the Dead Sea, it is more than 400 meters below sea level. The valley is typically Mediterranean, with mild winters and hot summers. The valley also has profound meaning for religious travelers. The Jordan River is known as the place Jesus was baptized and near where John the Baptist lived.
	


	

	Wadi Rum, a place where you feel that the world belongs to you. "Wadi Rum" is like a moon scape of ancient valleys and towering, weathered sandstone mountains rising out of the white and pink colored sands. Much of David Leon's "Lawrence of Arabia" was filmed there and it was also the location where Lawrence himself was based during the Arab revolt.
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	Red Sea Resort, Aqaba, where fantasy, sun, sea and the atmosphere of antiquity charm and where the visitors can enjoy themselves, at any time of the year, in water sports, and winter warmth. Aqaba is warm, sunny and inviting; fringed with palm trees; lapped by the crystal clear water of the gulf of Aqaba; cooled by a steady northerly breeze; and, ringed by mountains that change in color with the change of the hour.
	


	[image: image9.jpg]



	Zarqa Ma'in,The hot springs at Zarqa Ma'in and nearby Ain ez Zara provided relief from rheumatism for Herod the Great during the last years of his life. In Genesis 36:24, references to the hot springs discovered by the first kings of Edom probably refer to these springs.The hot springs and sulfer springs in the area have made Zarqa Ma'in a popular destination for rest and relaxation. The naturally hot waters cascade down impressive waterfalls and mix together with cold water, in season, before flowing into the Dead Sea.Particularly in springtime, the area hotels are filled, and thousands of people bathe in the covered and uncovered pools.
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	Amman begin your stay in the capital, Amman, known in history as Rabbath-Ammon and in Graeco-Roman times as Philadelphia. No more than five hours drive from anywhere in the country, it is a convenient base for your tour. Business and the arts are thriving, and there are first-rate hotels, restaurants, galleries and shops to enjoy. Add to this energetic mix the mystique of old Amman, and all your expectations will be surpassed. 
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	Petra, the rose-red city, 262 km south of Amman. This Nabatean city is the most famous attraction to Jordan. Dean Burgon, gave Petra the description which holds to this day: "match me such a marvel save in eastern claim a Rose-Red city half as old as time". Petra was used as a refuge by nomadic Nabatean Arabs- Bedouin, who came north, Petra still forms part of the domain of the bedouin.  Visitors can reach this marvel through the awesome "Siq" an immense crack in the nabatean sandstone. It is a winding one km long fissure between overhaning cliffs that seem to meet more than 300 feet over head.
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	Jerash, about one hours drive from Amman. This "Greco-Roman" city is known as the best preserved and most intact city of the Decapolis, a confederation of ten roman cities dating from the B.C. Visitors may wonder through the temple of Artemis, the Theatres, Plazas, Bath and Colonnaded streets, all enclosed within the city walls of Jerash. Within these walls have been found the remains of settlements dating from the bronze age. In the month of July, sound and light performances bring the ancient to life, with its cultural festival, provdes a stage and meeting place for artists and performers world wide.
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	Madaba The trip south from Amman along the 5,000-year-old King's Highway is one of the most memorable journeys in the Holy Land, passing through a string of ancients sites. The first city you come upon is Madaba, "the City of Mosaics". Madaba's chief attraction -in the contemporary Greek Orthodox church of St.George- is a wonderfully vivid, sixth-century Byzantine mosaic map showing Jerusalem and other holy sites. Ten minutes to the west is the most revered site in Jordan: Mount Nebo, the memorial of Moses, the presumed site of the prophet's death and burial place. A small, square church was built on the spot by early Byzantine Christians, and later expanded into a vast complex.
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	Mount Nebo, not far away from Madaba, on the top of the hill, a spectacular view across the Jordan Valley, and the Dead sea. On a clear day the spires of the churches in Jerusalem are visible in the distance, and at night the lights of the city are visible too. Mount Nebo is believed to be the tomb of Moses, a lonely, windswept hill, protecting the ruins of a 4th and 6th century church, whose floor is still covered with marvelous mosaics.
	


	
	
	


 
Attractions
Amman
Amman, Jordan's capital, will certainly never win any prizes as the most interesting city in the world and, in fact, has only a few attractions. It's a busy, chaotic jumble of traffic and poor planning, but all roads lead to Amman, so you're bound to wind up here sooner or later. At least 5000 years old, Amman is sprinkled with Roman ruins, including a citadel and a forum. Downtown Amman is at the bottom of four of the city's many hills, and its where you'll find cheap hotels, banks and the sights. Flash places to stay and eat and embassies are on the main hill, Jebel Amman. Despite its drawbacks, Amman can be a very pleasant city, and it's certainly one of the friendliest you're likely to visit.
The restored Roman theatre, just to the east of Downtown, is the most impressive remnant of the Roman city of Philadelphia. Built in the 2nd century AD, it holds 6000 people and is cut into the side of a hill that once served as a giant graveyard. To the east stands the Odeon, built around the same time and used mainly for musical performances. The city's main fountain, or nymphaeum, is to the west. North of these ruins, on its own hill, is the Roman citadel, the garrison for centurions. Most of the buildings are now rubble, but you can see Roman, Byzantine and Muslim architecture. There's also a National Archaeological Museum on the site.
If Roman ruins aren't your cup of tea, you'll find little to excite you in Amman. Give the Folklore Museum and the Traditional Jewels & Costumes Museum, both in the Roman theatre, a try. To the north of the city you'll find the Monument to the Unknown Soldier, which includes a small museum on Jordan's military history.
Downtown Amman is thick with cheap hotels, charging from JD1.5 and up. It's also littered with shwarma stalls, cheap restaurants, western-style fast-food joints and the odd Chinese eatery. This is also the area for pubs if you fancy a tipple. Head north-west, out to Shmeisani, if you want genuine overpriced western junk food or pricier cosmopolitan and Arab food. For top-end digs, try Jebel Amman, to the west of the Downtown area.
Jerash
Whet your appetite with Amman's ruins, then head 50 km north to Jerash, a beautifully preserved Roman city. The area has probably been inhabited since Neolithic times, and at one time was part of Emperor Pompey's Decapolis, a commercial league of ten cities throughout the Middle East. Jerash reached its peak at the beginning of the 3rd century, but went into a decline after a series of Christian and Muslim invasions, followed by earthquakes in 747. Although excavations began in the 1920s, it's estimated that only 10% of the city has been uncovered. The entrance to Jerash was once a Triumphal Arch, but the main entrance now is the South Gate. Inside the city wall you will see a Temple of Zeus and a Forum, unusually oval-shaped. Behind the Temple is the South Theatre, built in the 1st century, which once held 5000 spectators and, running up to the north, a 600m long colonnaded street. The biggest building on the site is the Temple of Artemis, right in the centre.
There's nowhere to stay in Jerash, but you can get a fairly expensive meal or a street snack. In any event, it's an easy day-trip from Amman - catch a service taxi or a minibus from the Abdali bus station.
Petra
It's hard to overrate Petra. There's no other sight in Jordan, or perhaps the whole Middle East, as compelling - the locals know it, and they'll charge you accordingly. Once the capital of the Nabateans, a 3rd century BC Arab dynasty, Petra is a stunning city carved from a cliff face. Forgotten for 1000 years and only rediscovered in 1812, Petra raised its public profile with an appearance in the movie Indiana Jones & the Last Crusade. Since its discovery and up until the 1980s, it was home to a number of Bedouin families who have since been relocated, an arrangement they are less than happy with. Don't expect a serene and contemplative visit: up to 3000 people come here every day.
You really need to spend a couple of days here to get the feel of the place, which means paying the JD20 entry fee more than once. Set in a deep canyon and only accessible through a narrow winding cleft (or siq) in the rock, Petra is carved from sandstone that takes on deep rusty hues interlaced with bands of grey and yellow. The most famous ruin is the Khazneh, or treasury, whose beautifully carved facade is the first thing you'll see when you enter from the siq. The monastery is equally imposing, and if you climb to the top you'll get stunning views. Other ruins include an 8000 seat amphitheatre and the Temple of the Winged Lions, still in the process of excavation.
The area surrounding Petra is on a very steep development curve. Petra itself and the neighbouring village of Wadi Musa are crawling with hotels and there are plenty more underway. There also plenty of places to eat, ranging from markets through street stalls to expensive restaurants. If you don't want to stay over, you can do the 250 km day trip from Amman, but this option is definitely only for those with very limited time.
Madaba
This easy-going little town 30 km south of Amman is best known for its beautiful Byzantine-era mosaics, including the 'Madaba map', a 6th century mosaic map of Palestine. Made of two million pieces, the Madaba map shows the Nile, the Dead Sea and Jerusalem, including the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. You can see this mosaic, possibly Madaba's most interesting, in the Greek Orthodox St George's Church. Most of Madaba is now a carefully restored Archaeological Park, including the 7th century churches of the Virgin and the Prophet Elias, and the older Hippolytus Hall. The hall includes a spectacular mosaic depicting scenes from the tragedy of Phaedre and Hippolytus. There are a couple of places to stay in Madaba, or you can catch a bus from Amman. 
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Petra, Jordan

 HYPERLINK "http://us.rd.yahoo.com/travel/clks/search/1/jordan%2Btravel/dg/*http:/travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-486620-petra_vacations-i;_ylt=Aqg6QllG8Y0mJxBlLgq7q.X8xmoA" \t "_blank"  
Petra, Jordan vacations: Find the best Petra hotels, attractions, maps, pictures, weather, airport information, travel advice and more on Yahoo! Travel. 

Category: Travel > Guides > Middle East > Jordan > Petra 

  

2. 


Amman, Jordan

 HYPERLINK "http://us.rd.yahoo.com/travel/clks/search/2/jordan%2Btravel/dg/*http:/travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-486616-amman_vacations-i;_ylt=AtWR5Vrslf5GZVIpR3LlUjj8xmoA" \t "_blank"  
Amman, Jordan vacations: Find the best Amman hotels, attractions, maps, pictures, weather, airport information, travel advice and more on Yahoo! Travel. 

Category: Travel > Guides > Middle East > Jordan > Amman  
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Dead Sea, Jordan

 HYPERLINK "http://us.rd.yahoo.com/travel/clks/search/3/jordan%2Btravel/dg/*http:/travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-486618-dead_sea_vacations-i;_ylt=AhwYUfBf1EM9NIIXSHVsHdT8xmoA" \t "_blank"  
Dead Sea, Jordan vacations: Find the best Dead Sea hotels, attractions, maps, pictures, weather, airport information, travel advice and more on Yahoo! Travel. 

Category: Travel > Guides > Middle East > Jordan > Dead Sea 
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Aqaba, Jordan

 HYPERLINK "http://us.rd.yahoo.com/travel/clks/search/4/jordan%2Btravel/dg/*http:/travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-486617-aqaba_vacations-i;_ylt=Al4AwsP4S5m6rOPHAO3.w.D8xmoA" \t "_blank"  
Aqaba, Jordan vacations: Find the best Aqaba hotels, attractions, maps, pictures, weather, airport information, travel advice and more on Yahoo! Travel. 

Category: Travel > Guides > Middle East > Jordan > Aqaba 
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Jordan

 HYPERLINK "http://us.rd.yahoo.com/travel/clks/search/5/jordan%2Btravel/dg/*http:/travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-191501829-jordan_vacations-i;_ylt=AiQxGAkgjZOp67tjI.yl55T8xmoA" \t "_blank"  
Jordan vacations: Find the best Jordan hotels, attractions, maps, pictures, weather, airport information, travel advice and more on Yahoo! Travel. 

Category: Travel > Guides > Middle East > Jordan 
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Jordan Station, ON, Canada

 HYPERLINK "http://us.rd.yahoo.com/travel/clks/search/6/jordan%2Btravel/dg/*http:/travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-482197-jordan_station_on_vacations-i;_ylt=Ah0lGZYlXZmobzMKfScujr38xmoA" \t "_blank"  
Jordan Station, ON, Canada vacations: Find the best Jordan Station hotels, attractions, maps, pictures, weather, airport information, travel advice and more on Yahoo! Travel. 

Category: Travel > Guides > North America > Canada > Ontario > Jordan Station 
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Madaba, Jordan

 HYPERLINK "http://us.rd.yahoo.com/travel/clks/search/7/jordan%2Btravel/dg/*http:/travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-486619-madaba_vacations-i;_ylt=AovzUe.RFISv69F4qKZ6j678xmoA" \t "_blank"  
Madaba, Jordan vacations: Find the best Madaba hotels, attractions, maps, pictures, weather, airport information, travel advice and more on Yahoo! Travel. 

Category: Travel > Guides > Middle East > Jordan > Madaba 
  

8.  
West Jordan, UT

 HYPERLINK "http://us.rd.yahoo.com/travel/clks/search/8/jordan%2Btravel/dg/*http:/travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-479877-west_jordan_ut_vacations-i;_ylt=AsdnU1ax2pUGgO57pZ5hWr78xmoA" \t "_blank"  
West Jordan, UT vacations: Find the best West Jordan hotels, attractions, maps, pictures, weather, airport information, travel advice and more on Yahoo! Travel. 

Category: Travel > Guides > North America > United States > Utah > West Jordan  
  

9.  
Jordan Valley, OR

 HYPERLINK "http://us.rd.yahoo.com/travel/clks/search/9/jordan%2Btravel/dg/*http:/travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-478812-jordan_valley_or_vacations-i;_ylt=AgXzlMLZ3O6HpxU99_WfPBb8xmoA" \t "_blank"  
Jordan Valley, OR vacations: Find the best Jordan Valley hotels, attractions, maps, pictures, weather, airport information, travel advice and more on Yahoo! Travel. 

Category: Travel > Guides > North America > United States > Oregon > Jordan Valley 
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South Jordan, UT

 HYPERLINK "http://us.rd.yahoo.com/travel/clks/search/10/jordan%2Btravel/dg/*http:/travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-479857-south_jordan_ut_vacations-i;_ylt=AtNrkPXASI1CIAlGBen61Ov8xmoA" \t "_blank"  
South Jordan, UT vacations: Find the best South Jordan hotels, attractions, maps, pictures, weather, airport information, travel advice and more on Yahoo! Travel. 

Category: Travel > Guides > North America > United States > Utah > South Jordan 
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Petra, Jordan Restaurants

 HYPERLINK "http://us.rd.yahoo.com/travel/clks/search/91+/jordan%2Btravel/dg/*http:/travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-6873431-petra_restaurants-i;_ylt=AnkoNgMwpsXicmHLc3pgWKb8xmoA" \t "_blank"  
Find comprehensive information on Petra restaurants in Petra, Jordan... 

       Category: Travel > Guides > Middle East > Jordan > Petra > Restaurants 

                  
Petra, Jordan Shopping

 HYPERLINK "http://us.rd.yahoo.com/travel/clks/search/91+/jordan%2Btravel/dg/*http:/travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-6873433-petra_shopping-i;_ylt=AkJpjHcI7E4h5UgUS6lrPF38xmoA" \t "_blank"  
Find comprehensive information on Petra shopping in Petra, Jordan... 

        Category: Travel > Guides > Middle East > Jordan > Petra > Shopping 

                 
Petra, Jordan Entertainment

 HYPERLINK "http://us.rd.yahoo.com/travel/clks/search/91+/jordan%2Btravel/dg/*http:/travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-6873434-petra_entertainment-i;_ylt=ApXERFldltLzQqucHwWJ_I78xmoA" \t "_blank"  
Find comprehensive information on Petra entertainment, bars and nightlife in Petra, Jordan... 

       Category: Travel > Guides > Middle East > Jordan > Petra > Entertainment 

                 
Jordan Station, ON Restaurants

 HYPERLINK "http://us.rd.yahoo.com/travel/clks/search/91+/jordan%2Btravel/dg/*http:/travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-6914741-jordan_station_restaurants-i;_ylt=AiIareny8OZ690WnrF4qJJ38xmoA" \t "_blank"  
Find comprehensive information on Jordan Station restaurants in Jordan Station, ON... 

        Category: Travel > Guides > North America > Canada > Ontario > Jordan Station > Restaurants 

                
Jordan Station, ON Shopping

 HYPERLINK "http://us.rd.yahoo.com/travel/clks/search/91+/jordan%2Btravel/dg/*http:/travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-6914743-jordan_station_shopping-i;_ylt=AqmVkw5tNeydpGw508gklzj8xmoA" \t "_blank"  
Find comprehensive information on Jordan Station shopping in Jordan Station, ON... 

      Category: Travel > Guides > North America > Canada > Ontario > Jordan Station > Shopping 

                
Jordan Station, ON Entertainment

 HYPERLINK "http://us.rd.yahoo.com/travel/clks/search/91+/jordan%2Btravel/dg/*http:/travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-6914744-jordan_station_entertainment-i;_ylt=ArvHjwMwaOD80re7OTLDnzv8xmoA" \t "_blank"  
Find comprehensive information on Jordan Station entertainment, bars and nightlife in                                                                                                          Jordan Station                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Category: Travel > Guides > North America > Canada > Ontario > Jordan Station > Entertainment 

               
Jordan Valley, OR Restaurants

 HYPERLINK "http://us.rd.yahoo.com/travel/clks/search/91+/jordan%2Btravel/dg/*http:/travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-6883451-jordan_valley_restaurants-i;_ylt=AldimV.nEd1CtLT7Lh2phYT8xmoA" \t "_blank"  
Find comprehensive information on Jordan Valley restaurants in Jordan Valley, OR... 

     Category: Travel > Guides > North America > United States > Oregon > Jordan Valley > Restaurants 

                
Jordan Valley, OR Shopping

 HYPERLINK "http://us.rd.yahoo.com/travel/clks/search/91+/jordan%2Btravel/dg/*http:/travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-6883453-jordan_valley_shopping-i;_ylt=AhbOp27hYDVyMEncEYiHfqX8xmoA" \t "_blank"  
Find comprehensive information on Jordan Valley shopping in Jordan Valley, OR... 

      Category: Travel > Guides > North America > United States > Oregon > Jordan Valley > Shopping 

               
Jordan Valley, OR Entertainment

 HYPERLINK "http://us.rd.yahoo.com/travel/clks/search/91+/jordan%2Btravel/dg/*http:/travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-6883454-jordan_valley_entertainment-i;_ylt=AvYwXWilptI9QqOAeFRNe.H8xmoA" \t "_blank"  
Find comprehensive information on Jordan Valley entertainment, bars and nightlife in Jordan                               Valley, OR... 

     Category: Travel > Guides > North America > United States > Oregon > Jordan Valley > Entertainment 

                
East Jordan, MI Restaurants

 HYPERLINK "http://us.rd.yahoo.com/travel/clks/search/91+/jordan%2Btravel/dg/*http:/travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-11738865-east_jordan_restaurants-i;_ylt=ApqIycPqSjvYiDnG10K1rsL8xmoA" \t "_blank"  
Find comprehensive information on East Jordan restaurants in East Jordan, MI... 

                       Category: Travel > Guides > North America > United States > Michigan > East Jordan > Restaurants  
