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Objectives
This elective focuses on methods of analysis as applied to Asia-Pacific issues and policies. It applies practical techniques to examine international relations and international economics.  By applying systems approaches using real-world data, it builds skill sets that can be taken back to the office.    
Outline
1.  A Modern Systems Approach


a. Purpose-led activities: Ethics and Psychology 


b. Design-Input-Process-Output-Control (DIPOC)
2.
Indicator Methods 

a. Basic measures: Gross Domestic Product 

b. Component Indicators:  Failed States, Human Development

3.  Relationship Methods

a. Cognitive Maps 
b. Causal diagrams

c. Situational Influence Assessment Model (SIAM) 
d. I2 Investigative Analysis.

4.  Modeling complex relationships.

a. Utility Theory (Bueno de Mesquita)


b. System Dynamics


c. Input-Output models 

d. Social Accounting Matrices (SAMs).

5.
Reading the International Futures (IFs) Model – Part 1 

6.
Applying the International Futures (IFs) Model – Part 2

7. 
Forecasts: Energy, Demographic, Long-term forecasts
8.
Organizing, implementing, and presenting analytic work.
Approach.  
Sessions consist of lectures followed by illustrations and fellow applications.  The course relies on free computer simulations, databases, and Internet access.  It requires the use of student laptop computers during class.
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