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Ian, who has not quite grown up as an off-roader or a farmer, has a 
fascination with two vehicles.  The first is the Jeep Cherokee, which 
we guess comes from his Uncle BJ’s red Jeep Cherokee and the 
other is the traditional John Deere tractor.  We have no idea where 
this developed.  His third birthday this year found him opening his very 
own motorized John Deere tractor.  It has the decals and the official 
green-and-yellow decor.  He’s still a little bit scared of it, but he sure 
loves it.  In the next year, he’ll be hauling for sure. 
 
Jasmine ushered in her seventh birthday this year with an ice-skating 
party for all her classmates at the ice rink in Columbia.  She enjoys ice 
skating as much as swimming.  She really improved in both this past 
year.  For her birthday, she also got a new Schwinn bike which she 

can ride with no training wheels.  She will be ready 
to hit the Columbia bike trails by next summer.  With 
Harold no longer commuting to Takoma Park, 
Jasmine started a new school this year.  She is now 
at Atholton Adventist School which she enjoys very 
much.  Harold and Swini like it not only because the 
staff is friendly and attentive, but the school is only 5 
minutes from home.  Ian approves of all Jasmine’s 
new friends also and frequently disrupts the end of 
her classes looking for his favorite friends of 
Jasmine’s.  Jasmine has also started piano lessons 
at school this year and enjoys playing the new 
Technics digital piano at home. 
 
When Harold and Swini were married, they were 
already blessed with a big nephew, Jerry Jr., but 
about the time you receive this letter they will be 

aunt and uncle to a new little niece from Swini’s sister, Sonia and 
brother-in-law, Scott.  It’s expected she will be an important addition to 
the family as Swini will start out taking care of her during the day.  All 
the best to the Zafts.  Swini and Harold’s good friends Shelly and 
Jason are expecting their second baby on the same due date as 
Sonia.  There should be some extra Christmas joy around all for the 

holidays in this little corner of the 
world. 
 
Our year has been happy and we’re 
glad to share it with you.  Most of 
you are the reason it has been so 
happy.  We have our challenges 
still, and for these we solicit your 
prayers.  God will continue to bless 
us and let us learn the things that 
are important.  You too we will keep 
in our prayers.  We wish you health, 
happiness, and hope this little 
candle of communication lights a 
special warm spot in your heart for 

the coming new year. 
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