A Brief History of Harlington

PERIOD :

8000 - 100BC
Early evidence of occupation at Foxbarrow and Wick Herne, including sickle, blades, flint flakes & flint scrapers

80BC -500AD
Evidence of Iron Age settlement at Foxbarrow including Culter Lathe (Belgic) pottery. 16 Romano-British cremation burials with 2 coins of Domitian (81-96A.D.)and either Magnentius (350-353A.D) or Decentius Caesar (351-353A.D.) together with Samian ware found at Wick Herne/Sheepwalk Hill. Romano-British pottery finds at Dyers Hall and fields to the east of Barton Road. Surface find of coin of Licinius (308-324AD) found at top of Park Leys Estate.  

500   - 700AD
Harlington - “Hill of Herela’s People” - founded as an Anglo-Saxon settlement, probably by a West Gothic Tribe. 

9th Century
Harlington becomes a border town on the line of the local Danelaw boundary which runs in a straight line from the source of the Lea in  Leagrave to Bedford.

10th Century
1011 : 1st mention of  the county of  “Bedfordshire”

11th Century
1086 : Domesday records : “Nigel (D’Albini) holds Harlington. It answers for 5 hides. Land for 10 ploughs. In lordship 3 ½ ploughs; a further 2 possible. 12 villagers have 5 ploughs. 6 smallholders and 10 slaves. Meadow for 4 ploughs; woodland, 400 pigs; 1 ram; a pack-load of oats from the woodland. Value (1086) £10; when acquired (1066) £4; before 1066 (1041) £9. Four Thanes held this manor; they could sell to whom they would” 

12th Century
1174/81 : Ralf Pirot (Lord of the Manor) grants Church at Harlington to the Canons of Dunstable Priory.


1181 : “Phillipus, Clericus” becomes first encumbent, paying 2s a year to the canons for the privilege. 

13th Century
Late 13h - early 14th century : St Marys Church and the original Manor House at Upper East End built.

1227 : 1st recorded murder ; Ralf de Herlingedon and Osbert de Weston slew Thomas Scuier and were outlawed. 

1247 : 1st recorded road accident victim ; Hugo le Caretar was crushed by a cart. Verdict of Accidental Death passed.

1291 : Church valued at £10

14th Century
1314 : 1st recorded rustling : John of Barton stole 4 sheep from John of  Harlington. Verdict Guilty


1336 : St.Amand family become Lords of the Manor (until 1491)


1349 : Black Death kills off over 25% of the village, including Richard, the Vicar.

15th Century
1443-1471 : John Benet becomes Vicar of Harlington. He writes his famous chronicle for the years 1400 - 1462.

1483 : Richard Beauchamp (Baron St.Amand), Lord of the Manor,  is convicted of treason but is returned to honours in 1491

1494 : The first Astry’s arrive in the village; they will stay until the beginning of the 19th century.

16th Century
 Circa 1500 : Harlington House (“Manor”) is built


1553 : Sir Thomas Palmer, Lord of the Manor, is attainted for his adherence to the cause of Lady Jane Grey. Sir Thomas Cheyney becomes the new Lord of the Manor.

17th Century
1604 : Martin family name first recorded. It persists for 207 years until 1811.


1655 : 1st recorded lady burglar; Joan Butt of Ampthill is found guilty “ For breaking the house and taking goods of Richard Crawley at Harlington” on 1st October.


1660 : John Bunyan is arrested for preaching at Samshill and spends the night in Harlington House. He appears before Sir Francis Wingate on 13th November and is sent to Bedford Gaol.


1671 : Population of Harlington : 302


1678 : 1st reference to a bridge ; 13s 9d spent on timber, 5s 8d on “worke about the bridge”


1684 : White Bread Charity inaugurated by Sir William Brian


1685 : Town Land Charity inaugurated by Sir Francis Wingate


1686 : Henrietta Maria Wentworth dies of a broken heart on April 23rd after her lover, James, Duke of Monmouth, is executed for treason.

18th Century
1722 - 39 : 1st Map of Harlington drawn.



1723 : Dorothy Astrey’s Charity inaugurated. 


1734 : Vermin Payments of  2s 10d paid for the killing of 17 dozen sparrows. Between 1734 - 1831 36,000 sparrows are destroyed (Hedgehogs, Polecats and Badgers are also listed).


1785 : John Pales becomes 1st landlord of the villages oldest public house, the (Old) Sun. He stays until 1822. 

1790 : 1st recorded mention of the “Carpenters Arms”.

19th Century
1801 : Population 344, 1851 : 597, 1891 : 504



1805 : John Kempson buried “Aged one hundred and eight years”

1808 : Village enclosed (Award Map printed 1810).

Circa 1810 : Road between Harlington and Sundon diverted to its modern course.

1830 : A National Record. The 1st ever Steeplechase starts from St Marys Church and finishes at Wrest Park on 8th March. The winner is a horse named “Wonder” ridden by Captain Macdowall. 

1830 - 80 : John Warren Foll becomes the longest serving Churchwarden, with 51 years service.

1836 : 1st Methodist Chapel is built (2nd 1883, 3rd 1928)

1837 : Mrs Chandler, a Plait school mistress, devises her Chandler scale which gives minimum wage scales for girls in the industry.

1859 : National School built. It is extended in 1873, 1896 and 1900, finally being sold to the Council in 1971. Today it is the Parish Hall.

1868 : Midland Railway Station opens on 13th July. 

1893 : William Bear reports to the Commission on Labour the appalling state of cottages in the village “ some little better than inferior stables and lofts” 

1894 : Forders brickworks is opened. It operates until 1906.

1895 - 7 : St Marys restored at a cost of £500.

1897 : Diamond Jubilee Celebrations. £30 is collected. Dinner and tea is provided for the 500 villagers. Sports and pastimes take place and a Jubilee choir of 40 children perform. 120 steel enamelled Jubilee mugs are given to the village school children.

20th Century
1901 : Population 530, 1961 : 862, 1971 : 2025, 1981 : 2440

1914 - 18 : 27 Village men lose their lives in the “Great War”


1920 : Charles Abbis’s term as the villages longest serving blacksmith comes to an end. He serves for well over 50 years and is mentioned in every trade directory from 1862-1920


1926 : Harlington no longer has a Lord of the Manor.


1939 - 1944 : 3 villagers die in World War II; Leslie G.Kent (April 40), Norman Jeffrey (August 40), and Derek R Lawman (June 46).


Two German parachutists are captured in the village ; Hardy Voight (1941) and Otto Kross.


64 evacuee children come to the village in 1939. 


1950 : The Village Hall is opened on the 9th September by Mr A.T.Lennox-Boyd, M.P.


1960 - 8 : Large scale housing developments in  Lincoln Way/Brian Road/ Monmouth Road  followed by the area around Glebe Gardens  and Robinson Crescent.


1965 : Harlington Lower School built


1974/75 : Harlington Upper School built.  


1976-8 : Park Leys estate built 


1988 : Bunyan Tercentenary Celebrations during July. 


1999 - 2000 : Statistics : Population@2700, Properties@920,Voters 1820, 34 Roads, 5 Shops, 2 Public Houses, 2 Schools, 1 Church, 1 Chapel, Doctors Surgery, Health Club.


2004 : Harlington Heritage Trust hosts the 24th Annual Bedfordshire Local History Conference.    

