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                  Holiday Brunch               
                Vitali’s Restaurant

Get in the holiday spirit and join your AAUW friends for a delicious brunch and a delightful exchange of gifts at Vitali’s Restaurant on Sat. Dec. 13th at 10 am.  Vitali’s is located at the intersection of Rte. 24 diagonal to the Richlin Ballroom.  The parking lot is located up on the incline behind the restaurant.

The menu will entail:

Beverages:  orange, tomato and cranberry juice, iced water, coffee, tea, brewed decaf, coffee and tea station.

Breakfast buffet:  scrambled eggs, hash brown potatoes, crisp bacon, variety of bagels, cream cheese and fruited cream cheese, assorted breakfast breads with butter and jelly fresh fruit and melon bowl.

We will have a lot of fun with the “Whacky Gift Exchange.”  Please bring a $5 - $10 wrapped gift  to exchange with your friends.
Music will be provided by an up and coming young vocalist, Emma Zyreik.  She will be accompanied by her mother.  They are both looking forward to entertaining our group with some beautiful holiday music and leading us in a sing along. 
****    Please RSVP      ****               Anne Heidenreich 410-836-8950 or anneheid@comcast.net by Monday, December 9th if you plan to attend. The cost of the brunch is $15 and can be brought that day.
Branch Happenings

Mark your calendars
Friday, Dec. 5 – 11 am

Walters’ Art Museum

“Bedazzled: 5000 Years of Jewelry”
Monday, Jan. 19 – 7 pm
General Meeting

Members Sharing Books for Women
Monday, Feb. 2 – 7 pm
Board Meeting

Hostess – Toni Bram

February 14, 2009

****Confirmed****
New Visions 

February 21, 2009

General Meeting

Cocktail Party fundraiser
Saturday, March 7

Regal Theatre – Abingdon

Metropolitan Opera “Madame

Butterfly”
Monday, March 9

General Meeting

Women’s Health Issues Bone Health

Monday, April 6 – 7 pm
Board Meeting 
Hostess – Anne Heidenreich

Saturday, April 25, 2009  
**** Confirmed ***
Resnik Luncheon 

Harford Community College

Chesapeake Center

Monday, May 18

General Meeting

Yoga and Relaxation

Sunday, June 14 – 3 pm 
Picnic/Installation of Officers
President’s Message

Dear Friends,

Seasons Greetings to all of you and your families!  Christmas is a wonderful time with so many things going on and so very much to do.   We just finished decorating a tree “Sugar and Spice and Everything Nice”.  Cindy Beasman led this and I cannot thank her enough for the fabulous needlework that she did in creating a dozen dolls and the handmade quilt to use as the Christmas skirt.  Peggy Dymond made the clothes for these unique dolls.  Many of us gathered at Hazel Hopkins’ home to dress the dolls and attached them to the tree.  Many hands were there to do this and a great time was had by all.  I do not know if this will be a new tradition for us or not, but it is great to give such a unique tree.

We end this year with a board meeting to help set the plans for the last half of the year and organize “a cocktail party fundraiser”, to plan for Resnik luncheon and to establish a nominating committee for officers for the next year.  Our new members have been helping in all our activities and it is good to have them blend into our wonderful tapestry of unique women.

We begin the program year on January 19th with book talks and an exchange of books at First Presbyterian Church.  Come ready to share your favorite book and then bring a book to exchange for another book for you to enjoy reading this winter.  I look forward to seeing all of you there.  We have had 20 at each of our first meetings, so keep us on the calendar and let’s try and have 25 at each of the rest of the meetings.
Happy Holidays to all of YOU!
Karen Gyolai
Branch Web Site           [image: image3.png]


        
Lori Andrese has created a new web site for our Branch.  Please check this out.  Lori has accepted the responsibility for this.  If you want anything included, please contact her.  The web site is:  http://www.geocities.com/harfordaauw/
WIGS                                              (Women’s Interest Group)
On Friday, December 5th, we will be making a trip to the Walters Art Museum to see “Bedazzled: 5,000 Yrs. Of  Jewelry.”  We will meet at 11 am at the Edgewood Park & Ride of Rte 24 (east of I-95) to car pool.  We will have lunch before touring the exhibit.  Please RSVP Peggy Dymond 410-272-9139 or mmdymond@verizon.net.
Looking ahead, we will be taking in Puccini’s Madame Butterfly by the Metropolitan Opera (high definition) at Abingdon’s Regal Theater on Saturday, March 7th, 2009 at 1 pm. This is done by live broadcast to theaters around the country.

If you have ideas of other nearby exhibits or trips you’d like to enjoy with AAUW friends, please contact:  Anne Brown, 410-638-1936
New Member Focus
Lisa Koenig is one our youngest members and a recent graduate of UMBC.  She has a bachelor’s degree in Modern Languages and Linguistics with a specialization in the Spanish language.  She lives with her family (mom and dad, who have been married for 27 years) and her younger sister, Brittany, a senior at Harford Technical High School.  Lisa says that Brittany is one of her best friends.
Lisa lived in Baltimore Count for the first eleven years of her life and has been in Harford County for the last twelve.  Currently, she is a teller at the Bel Air Branch of Slavie Federal Savings Bank but is eager to find employment where she can use her degree.  Her hope is that the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services will hire her as an Immigration Services Officer.

Lisa learned about AAUW from Claire Allen, who has been one of her best friends since middle school.  Claire’s mom gave Lisa a membership through the Give a Grad a Gift program.  Lisa liked the idea of getting involved in the community, so sh welcomed this membership.  In her spare time, she likes to read books, comics, e-books, Spanish grammar online, anything she can.  She also daydreams and thinks up stories of her own.  Lisa adds that she’s quiet and shy, so please don’t be offended when she stays in her own little corner during meetings.  She likes our group!
Sheila Allen     
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AAUW Book Group Meets
The next meeting will be on Saturday, January 3rd from 10 am – 12 noon at Barbara Kreamer’s house, 701 Beards Hill Rd., Aberdeen.  The selection will be “The Secret Life of Bees” by Sue Monk Kidd.  Call Barbara, 410-272-3831 for directions.

The January meeting will be on Saturday, January 31st from 10 am – 12 noon.  The selection, “The News from Paraguay”  by Lily Tuck won the National Book Award for Fiction.  We will be meeting at Gloria Barnhart’s house, 35 Neptune Dr., Joppa.
Our meetings are open to all members.  Please call Peggy Dymond at 410-272-9139 or e-mail: mmdymond@verizon.net  to be put on the Book Club e-mail list. 
Peggy Dymond, 
Harford Community College Corner
The following classes are being offered in January.  Great opportunities during the winter doldrums!

Wedding on a Budget:  Course: 24314                            Tuition: $39  Course Fee:  $10           Meeting Day(s): Sat.  1/10/2009            Time: 9am-2 pm     1 session           Location:  Edgewood Hall, Rm. 146  Instructor:  P. Devine

Choose a Wedding Photographer:   Course: 25668    Tuition:  $45           Meeting Day(s): Thurs. 1/15/2009        Time:  6pm-10pm  1 session           Location:  Joppa Hall, Rm. 008  Instructor:  J. Douglas

Digital Photography I: Course: 25395  Tuition:  $79  Course Fee:  $29          Meeting Day (s): Fri. 1/9/2009 – 1/30/2009      Time: 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm   4 sessions      Location: Edgewood Hall, Rm. 215                     Instructor:  J. Douglas 
Compiling Papers for Tax Time:   Course: 25415                                   Meeting Day(s):  Mon. 1/26/2009        Time:  7:00 pm – 9:00 pm  1 session              Location:  Fallston Hall, Rm. 102          Instructor: N. Owens

Did you know that January is                    Get Organized month? 
Pat Hogan

Barnes & Noble Partnership
Beginning immediately, AAUW has a new partnership with Barnes & Noble’s online sales site, BN.com.  Customized for AAUW members, the www.bn.com/aauw website is our own AAUW bookstore.  AAUW members automatically receive a 5 percent discount on purchases (10 percent periodically)—and that’s on top of other available discounts that apply to the purchase.  You will also find information on

AAUW’s “Adelante” book club reading list

Publications by AAUW members

AAUW award-winning books

International Affairs Committee reading list
SARC Holiday Wishes
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Help Create the Magic 
of the Season

Adopt-A-Family

SARC will provide a Wish list from the family. Purchase all or some of the items on the list and deliver them to SARC.

Create-A-Stocking

Buy a gift, for any age, and deliver to SARC.  Ensure no family is left behind this season.

Share-A-Meal

Sponsor a family for a Thanksgiving or Holiday Dinner.  Deliver a turkey (or gift card) and all the trimmings to SARC.

Decorate-the-Tree

Buy an ornament at Merle Norman Cosmetics in Bel Air to decorate the tree and benefit SARC.

Angel Tree

Call or visit the Bel Air Athletic Club and find out how to help.

SARC…COMING TOGETHER TO END ABUSE

Call (410) 836-8431

All donations are tax deductible and receipts will be mailed to all donors.  Donor may not receive anything of value in return for the contribution.  A copy of our current financial statement is available upon request by contacting SARC at PO Box 1207, Bel Air, MD 21014 or calling (410-836-8431.  Documents and information submitted to the State of Maryland under the Maryland Charitable Solicitations Act are available from the Office of the Secretary of Sate for the cost of copying and postage.  This information is available in an alternative format upon request.
Luisa Caiazzo-Nutter
Hear Yea! Hear Yea!  

A Published Author in Our Branch
In an unabashed act, I am announcing the release of my book Democracy vs. Theocracy: The President and The Senate Will Decide YOUR FUTURE.   As the title suggests, the United States president nominates a person to be a Supreme Court justice and the Senate either confirms or denies that nomination.  Confirmation leads to appointment—a simple process; yet one that could determine the course of judicial decisions by the high court and thus the lives of America’s citizens perhaps for the rest of the twenty-first century.  

There are inroads being accomplished in the attempt to destroy the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights through emphasis on the First Amendment.  The separation of church and state is a revered concept embodied in the amendment’s Establishment Clause.  Two hundred and thirty-two years ago patriotic men were determined not to have a state religion.  By modifying and negating laws, particularly settled law, those who would shred the Constitution and replace it with a tough fabric of their own theocracy, work through state legislatures to achieve their goals—even as we read this page.  The recent election emphasized California’s Proposition 8 and the influence of religious tenets held by voters. 

This book is written with the elections of 2008, 2010 and 2012 clearly in view.  As I say it, we “dodged a bullet” with the election of Barack Obama instead of John McCain.  In my opinion, if John McCain and Sarah Palin had been elected to the highest offices the U.S. Constitution and the future of American women, and thus all Americans, would be in jeopardy because of the Religious Right’s support and expectations.  

I document all I say, quote from credible sources, especially those who admit to wanting to remake our democracy, and encourage fact-checking.   I look forward to discussing the topic with women everywhere, but especially with AAUW members.

Respectfully submitted,

JoAnn M. Macdonald

November, 2008

Harford County Commission for Women
The Harford County Commission for Women is producing a newsletter.  In the interest of protecting our environment, future issues will only be available electronically. If you wish to receive it, please email Sylvia Bryant at swbryant@harfordcountymd.gov or women@harfordcountymd.gov. She will put your name on the email distribution list. 
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   Kudos
. . . . JoAnn Macdonald for publishing her book, Democracy vs. Theocracy:  The President and The Senate Will Decide YOUR Future.  Hopefully, she will bring a copy to the January meeting and discuss the topic.
. . . . Cindy Beasman and all the ladies who did an awesome job of creating and decorating the holiday tree, “Sugar and Spice and Everything Nice” for Chesapeake Cancer Alliance’s Festival of Trees at the Bel Air Reckord Armory on Nov. 28th- 30th.  It was a wonderful way for AAUW Harford Branch to highlight our organization by extending to the community our time, talents and resources for a very worthy cause.
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Leadership Team

Get to know more about AAUW.  If you have a question, why not ask one of these members about her specific role in AAUW -Harford County:

President – Karen Gyolai
Program VP – Cindy Fischer
Membership VP – Sheila Allen
Corresponding Secretary – Anne Heidenreich
Recording Secretary – Luisa Caiazzo-Nutter
Treasurer – Peggy Dymond
Educational Foundation – Eva Hart
Legal Advocacy – Marlene Butler
Historian – Gerry Yeager
By-Laws Review – Peggy Dymond

Area Representatives
Ed.  K-12 & Children's Issues – Claire Allen
College Rep. Higher Ed. – Marlene Lieb

Communication
Newsletter/Website – Anne Heidenreich
Coordinators
GED Project – Toni Bram
Judith Resnik Luncheon – Shirley Moore
Book Group – Peggy Dymond
New Visions for Women – Pat Hogan
Thank You
. . .  to Harford Community College           for printing copies of the newsletter for postal  distribution.
Reminder
All articles are due to Anne Heidenreich the 15th of the month prior, for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.  

If you are currently receiving this newsletter via email and you would like to receive a paper copy, please let Anne Heidenreich know.  If you are currently receiving this newsletter  via hard copy and would like to start receiving it  via email, please let Anne Heidenreich know.  

Email anneheid@comcast.net or call 410-836-8950.

Mission

To “advance equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, and research”. 

The AAUW Educational Foundation provides funds to increase the capability of AAUW to attain its goals and serve its members and society.

The AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund provides funding and a support system for individuals seeking judicial redress for sex discrimination. 

In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability, or class. 

Happy Holidays to You and Your Family!
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