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                               Thomas Alva Edison
                                                        1847-1931
	
Thomas Alva Edison


Born:  February 11, 1847 in Milan, Ohio
Died:  October 18, 1931 in West Orange, New Jersey
Occupation:  Inventor
Achievements: created phonograph, incandescent light bulb, motion picture machine 

"I find out what the world needs, then I go ahead and try to invent it," Edison once said. 

He was the most prolific inventor of all time, receiving 1,093 patents in the United States alone and laying the groundwork for many technological innovations of the 20th century. 

My business is thinking. 

Results? Why, man, I have gotten lots of results! If I find 10,000 ways something wong't work, I haven't failed, I am not discouraged, because every wrong attempt discarded is another step forward. Just because something doesn't do what you planned it to do doesn't mean it's useless. 

--Thomas Alva Edison 

Edison presented his first major invention, a machine to record votes, in 1868. He then contributed to the development of the telegraph and telephone. In 1877 he invented the phonograph, introducing the idea of sound recording. His first phonograph had a steel needle that transferred sounds to a waxed cylinder wrapped in tin foil. The sounds were of poor quality and Edison initially viewed the phonograph as "a mere toy, which has no commercial value." Later, he considered it his favorite among all his inventions.                                    Light bulb
He next turned his attention to the problem of bringing electric lighting to homes, which at that time were lit with natural gas. In 1879, Edison introduced his incandescent lamp (which we would call a light bulb), which had a carbon filament sealed in a glass globe containing a partial vacuum. Electric current heated the filament to a brilliant glow (incandescence) and, because of the absence of oxygen, the filament did not melt or burn out. Meanwhile, Edison planned an electricity distribution system--with dynamos, insulated underground cables, meters for measuring consumption, outlets, and switches--to carry electricity to houses. 

Edison also discovered that he could cause an electric current to flow between his lamp's filament and a separate electrode                                                                                                    
inside the glass globe. This came to be called the Edison effect and led to development by John Ambrose Fleming and others of vacuum tubes, used in early radios, computers, and other electronic equipment. 

In 1891, Edison patented the first machine to produce motion pictures. Called the kinetoscope, it used 35-millimeter film and produced 46 pictures per second. In 1903 he produced one of the first movies, The Great Train Robbery.                                                                   Yet another major invention, Edison's dry storage battery, came in 1904. This battery gave electrical equipment its own source of power and is the basis of batteries now used in gasoline-powered vehicles and many other devices. Early phonograph                                                                                                              
Notable Quotable : All you need to be an inventor is a good imagination and a pile of junk..

