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Source # 1: “Stop the stereotyping!”

URL: http://www.apologeticspress.org/rr/bibbul/2001/bb-01-66.htm
STOP THE STEREOTYPING!

by

Eric Lyons, M.Min.

It’s already started. Soon after tragedy struck our nation on Tuesday, September 11, 2001, and the media reported that those who planned and carried out the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon likely were Muslims, I began hearing from various Americans what I greatly feared—hateful and threatening words of anger directed toward all Muslims throughout the world. The media indicated that Muslims in certain parts of America already were receiving threatening phone calls and hateful e-mail messages. As often is the case, when people are wronged or when tragedy strikes, they quickly look to find the perpetrators. Yet, all too often we “lump” all persons who share certain similarities with the perpetrators into one group. [In no way am I defending those who recently murdered the thousands of innocent civilians and military personnel. I want our government swiftly to find and punish the guilty persons who took the lives of those who bear the “image of God”—cf. Romans 13:1-4; Genesis 9:6; 1:26-27. At the same time, instead of condemning Muslims all over the world, we must understand that not all Muslims are militant terrorists.]

Islam is divided into two major divisions that further are broken down into several smaller subdivisions and movements. Approximately 90% of all Muslims claim affiliation with the Sunni branch of Islam. However, within this division exist numerous smaller subdivisions that are distinguished by specific points of interpretation of the Koran (Muslims’ creed book). The other major group in the Islamic world that resides primarily in Iraq and Iran is the more militant Shi’a. Although other smaller groups exist in the Islamic world, these two represent its two major branches. Furthermore, Muslims all over the world are divided regarding the Koran’s call to jihad (the holy war). Extremist Muslims (such as those who plan and execute terrorist attacks on innocent civilians) view this holy war as a literal warfare against non-Muslims. More moderate Muslims, on the other hand, suggest that the Koran’s reference to warfare should neither be applied universally nor taken literally (Al-Ashmawy, 1996, p. 158). In fact, non-extremist Muslims condemn the militant fanatics who simply are “advancing their political agenda and their lust for power” in the name of Islam (Al-Ashmawy, p. 157).

Christians never must stereotype Muslims as “rogues and murderers.” Although some are extremely militant (as is evident from the terrorist acts that have occurred “in the name of Allah and Muhammed, the prophet of Allah”), so are some people who call themselves “Christians.” Thus, whenever “Christians” unjustly lump all Muslims into one group, they are just as guilty as those who lump all “Christians” into one group. As one Muslim writer observed a few years ago, such an approach “would be as if someone tries to understand Christianity by reading the news of what is happening politically and religiously in Northern Ireland or of apartheid in South Africa” (Ahmad, 1995). Do you want to be called a murderer because of what Catholics did in the name of “Christianity” during the first two centuries of the last millennia? The Crusades, where many people who called themselves “Christians” slaughtered thousands of Muslims, still represent a barrier between the “Christian” and Muslim worlds. The fact is, just as there are many different groups in the world of Islam, “Christendom” is divided into hundreds of denominations (a fact that no doubt saddens God, for Jesus prayed soon before His death and resurrection that all of His followers might be one—John 17:20-21; cf. 1 Corinthians 1:10).

A true Christian’s attitude toward Muslims should be the same that Jesus instructed His followers to have toward everyone. Christians are to treat all people fairly (Galatians 6:10) and lovingly (cf. 1 Thessalonians 3:12; Matthew 5:43-48; John 3:16), without being judgmental (Matthew 7:1-5; John 7:24). Furthermore, we must do everything possible to teach them the truth so that God may save them from their sins and add them to His church (cf. Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 2:38, 47; 8:1).

Jesus died for Muslims, just as He did for you and me (Romans 5:6-11; John 3:16).

Response: Why Do I trust this article? I trust this article because of many reasons. One reason is that I had asked a couple of people at the mosque which websites can be the best in order to complete this paper thoroughly. Another reason why I trust this article is because the author is talking reality and what the article states is very similar to what a lot of Muslims believe. Not necessarily Muslims but other people as well. 

Source # 2: “Leasers: Don’t demonize Arabs, Muslims”
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Leaders: Don't demonize Arabs, Muslims
By Cynthia B. Astle
Editor
    Christian leaders in the United States and the Middle East called upon Americans not to demonize all Arabs, Muslims or Arab Americans as evidence mounted linking self-described "Islamic" terrorists to last week's attacks in New York and Washington.
    From New York City came a statement from the Partnership of Faith, an interrelations coalition of Manhattan spiritual leaders, including one of the organization's founders, the Rev. Stephen Bauman of Christ Church-United Methodist.
    "Together as leaders representing the glorious diversity of religious life in New York City, we are as one with each other as we share in sorrow and grief, shock, confusion and anger over the murders committed in terrorist attacks on our city and nation.
    "We strongly implore our congregants and all fellow citizens to refrain from acts of vengeance or harm against any individuals, groups, communities or houses of worship because of their ethnic or religious identity. This is a time for us to join as one nation and one people in affirming our nation's diversity. The foundation and moral conscience of our nation will not be destroyed by bombs or terrorist threats."
    The Rev. Abuna Elias Chacour, winner of the 1994 World Methodist Peace Award for his efforts to teach Christian, Muslim, Jewish and Druse children through the 4,500-student Mar Elias Educational Institutions in Ibillin in northern Israel wrote:
    "There are so many questions for the survivors and for the tens of thousands of beloved relatives and friends of innocent victims. I refuse to say we can do nothing. I still believe, more than ever, that we can make a difference, a difference within our own selves. We can make a difference in our close and remote surroundings and we can make a difference in our wider society.
    "We lift you up whether you are American Christians, American Jews or American Arabs. We lift you up to the Lord who is the only real consolation possible."
    Father Chacour added that he contacted the American Embassy on behalf of Mar Elias students who wanted to give blood to aid the American victims. He reported that embassy officials were "extremely nice and grateful" for the offer.
    Two United Methodist missionaries, the Rev. Alex Awad and the Rev. Sandra Olewine, e-mailed letters pleading with Americans not to jump to conclusions about who may have perpetrated the Sept. 11 attacks despite media images of some Palestinians initially celebrating the events.
    Mr. Awad heads a Baptist congregation in Jerusalem and teaches at United Methodist-supported Bethlehem Bible College. He wrote:
    "Today (Wednesday) after the hijacks and subsequent crashes in New York, Washington, and Pennsylvania, I went to my first college class of the new academic year. I was anxious to ask my Palestinian students how they felt about the attacks and the disaster that happened in the United States. The reason for my anxiety is that I watched a CNN report showing Palestinians celebrating after getting word about the disaster.
    "My students unanimously condemned the attacks and expressed feelings of shock and horror. I was relieved because many of these students come from the town of Beit Jala that has experienced months of bombing, devastation, and most recently, an Israeli incursion into their town. I found out that although some Palestinians, upon hearing the first breaking news reports, celebrated the attacks, many of them regretted their rash reaction as soon as they understood the scope and magnitude of the attack.
    "After my class finished, I went to the market place in Bethlehem. Everywhere I went, I asked people what they thought about the attacks. I could not find one Palestinian in Bethlehem, Christian or Muslim, who expressed joy over the heinous assaults. I returned home with the conclusion that, while a few Palestinians gloated at the misfortune of America, the vast majority of Palestinians are shocked, horrified and disgusted. Palestinians who gloated over the pain of Americans have caused great harm to all Palestinians."
    Ms. Olewine, who serves as United Methodist liaison to the Middle East Council of Churches, wrote:
    "As I watch the scenes which are displayed on television and listen to the words of some of the American leadership, I am dismayed by the careless and blanket statements concerning Muslims in particular and Arabs in general which are being expressed. The need to create 'security' by blaming evil deeds on an entire tradition of people does not do justice to the lives of those killed.
    "The work of 20, 50, 100, or 1,000 should not lead us to make blanket assumptions or statements about more than a billion people [of Arab or Muslim heritage]. In every country, in every tradition, in every race, there are people who act out of malice and hatred to destroy others. Surely we Americans have not forgotten that the last horrible terrorist act carried out in our country [the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing] was by [disaffected Americans]."
    In the United States, leaders of the General Board of Church and Society and the General Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns echoed similar sentiments. In particular, they urged Americans to resist stereotyping Muslims, despite law enforcement's suspicions toward the terrorist organization headed by Saudi militant Osama bin Laden, according to United Methodist News Service.
    "My feeling is that it is almost dishonorable for us to attempt to guess who the perpetrators are at this time because it has caused such harm when we have done that in the past," said the Rev. Bruce Robbins, top staff executive of the United Methodist Commission on Christian Unity and Interrelations Concerns.
    Dr. Robbins went on to say that "... Muslims are nearly all faithful people of one of the great religious traditions of the world and [Americans should] take care not to stereotype any living faith community."
    Bishop Fritz Mutti (Kansas Area), president of the ecumenical and interfaith commission, added that jumping to conclusions about the perpetrators could also be a racist reaction. He advised that people be cautious, wait for more information and pray.
    A similar message not to "rush to judgment" about the attack's perpetrators was issued Sept. 11 by Jim Winkler, top staff executive of the General Board of Church and Society in Washington. Mr. Winkler issued his statement from the nearly deserted Methodist Building on Capitol Hill shortly after the Pentagon was attacked and his agency had been urged to evacuate by District of Columbia police.

Next week, the Reporter will present a more comprehensive look at Islam and a reflection on Christianity's alternatives to violence.
Response: Why Do I trust this article? Well I trust this article because I researched the background information of the writer. This author writes a lot about stereotyping. I really liked this article because it was no thinking response of the writer after the horrific acts. I think that she is a great writer. I’m sure that she has done research over the past, because her information including thoughts and facts, to me are all correct. Out of all the writers I have read about this topic I would’ve trusted her simply because this wasn’t her 9th or 10th article. 
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	Campus Muslim Students Braced for Backlash
By Malcolm Gay and Turaya Bryant 

BERKELEY, September 11 — There was only one topic of conversation in a swarming Sproul Plaza today: this morning's terrorist attacks on some of the country's most symbolic buildings. People spoke to family members through cell phones, pairs of students quietly wept, hands flew and words were fast as emotion-laden arguments erupted throughout the crowd. Poster boards filled with students' expressions of anger, fear and remorse lay strewn about the campus's main intersection.

But to the campus's Muslim community there was an added concern. They said they fear a violent backlash to media portrayals of Muslims as irrational zealots. "Every time something like this happens they pin it on Muslims," said Nadia Yousef, her head covered in a traditional Islamic scarf. "I was told to be careful on campus." 

Nadia, 19, is one of 400-500 Muslim students on the Berkeley campus. "I'm concerned about attacks on the Muslim community," she said. "I'm not that worried about my own personal safety." 

Leaders of the campus's Muslim Student Association said they see harassment as a real threat. "Most of our concern is for our Muslim sisters," said Basin Elkarra, 21, the association's president. Anticipating religious intimidation, the MSA has set up a network of members to escort Muslim women walking alone around the campus. They said they are also planning to hold a meeting in the next couple of days to determine a course of action. "Right now it's business as usual," said Elkarra. 

University officials said they are scrambling to provide services to people affected by the tragedy. Efforts include setting up blood banks where students can donate blood to victims of the attacks. Counseling services will also be made available on-site at university residence halls. 

"Over the next couple of days we will find out who needs to go home and try to help them every way possible to get there," said U.C. Berkeley Dean of Students, Karen Kenney. The university plans to make available emergency money and flight information for affected students who want to return home, Kenney said. She added, however, that campus officials expect many of the assistance programs to be initiated and run by students. 

Campus police said they have also stepped up security in light of the day's events. "We have extra officers on the campus," said U.C. Police Captain Bill Cooper. But Cooper said that campus police officials had encountered no problems connected to Tuesday's attacks. "We don't expect to have any problems here," he said. 

But Islamic students said they feared the broader societal implications of stereotyping Muslims. "The media's going to indicate that it was Arab or Muslim people," said Aadil Maniar, 20. His sentiment was mirrored by that of Elkarra, the Muslim student association president. "The media did a horrible job today," Elkarra said. "The damage has been done for Arabs and Muslims. I was just, like: We're going to get it. We're going to get it now." 


Local Muslims emphasized that the acts of isolated Muslim terrorists do not reflect the ideas of the majority of Muslims. "Islam condemns the loss of innocent life at any time," said Elkarra, adding that any attack upon a non-occupying force is not justified within the teachings of the Koran.

Many students expressed a sense of injustice as well as concern. "As an American citizen they should investigate and bring the culprits to justice." said Adil Khan, 18. "If it's government-sponsored I'm a proponent for an eye for an eye. That military action should take place. But if it's individuals they can't take action against the country." 

But many Islamic students said they were not surprised by the morning's events.

"The American people don't know what's going on around the world," said Khan. 

He said American foreign policy is often perceived by other cultures as arrogant and meddling. 

"I can understand why other countries would have animosity toward the US, but I don't think that justifies this type of attack," he said


Source # 4: “Recognize Muslims’ excellent contributions to the world”

URL: http://www.musalman.com/islamnews/recognize_muslims.html
Recognize Muslims' excellent contributions to the world
by MOIEZ A. TAPIA
December 28, 1998,  The Miami Herald 

Recognize Muslims' excellent contributions to the world
Moiez A. Tapia is chairman of the Institute of Islamic Education and 
Research in Miami. On a sabbatical from the University of Miami, he is a 
visiting researcher at Florida International University's School of 
Computer Science. 

STEREOTYPING Muslims and Islam is much too common in the American media, 
especially since the end of the Cold War.
``A common trend among reporters is to stereotype the act of an 
individual or a group as being representative of the entire Muslim 
community or Islam,'' writes M.A. Siddiqi in his book, Islam Muslims and 
Media. ``This seldom happens [with] other groups such as Christians, 
Jews, African Americans, or Hispanics.''

The 1995 report of the FBI's terrorist-research and analytical section 
points out that in 1993 there was one terrorist act against the United 
States carried out by a group with Muslim background. By contrast, the 
numbers of terrorist attacks by Puerto Ricans, left-wing groups, Jewish 
groups, anti-Castro Cubans, and right-wing groups were 77, 23, 16, 12, 
and six, respectively. ``Muslim terrorist'' is as much a 
self-contradictory phrase as ``Christian terrorist'' or ``Jewish 
terrorist.'' Neither Islam nor Christianity nor Judaism promotes 
terrorism. 

Yet the media use ``Muslim terrorist'' very freely, but terrorists in 
Ireland, Bosnia, Kosovo, Israel, or Oklahoma bombing acts are never 
referred to as ``Christian or Jewish terrorists.''

A major reason for hostile attitudes toward Muslims and Islam is the 
conflict in the Middle East. However, one should recall that Christians, 
Jews, and Muslims lived peacefully during the Seventh to 12th centuries 
in several regions of the world. In his book My People, Israeli scholar 
and former diplomat Abba Eban refers to the Muslim rule in Spain as the 
``Golden Age'' for Jews.

In the recent past, Muslims and the West jointly fought communism. 
Thanks to a few vested interests and media pundits such as Steve 
Emerson, Islam began to be wrongly perceived as the major enemy of the 
West by reporters and politicians after communism was defeated. The 
Oklahoma City bombing revealed that people associated with any religion 
may become frustrated by perceived injustice and resort to violence.

There are some 1.2 billion Muslims in the world. Muslims are or soon 
will be the largest religious minority in our nation. Christianity, 
Islam, and Judaism worship the same God (Allah in Arabic) and follow 
Prophet Abraham's traditions. When Europe was in darkness during the 
medieval ages, Muslim scholars were laying the foundations of astronomy, 
chemistry, physics, medicine, agricultural science, and other 
disciplines.

When Europe awoke, those sciences advanced further. The peak reached by 
modern civilization is partly due to pioneering Muslim scientists who 
were inspired by the Noble Qur'aan [Koran] to think, explore, discover, 
and invent. Islam has contributed significantly to modernization.
The image of Islam and Muslims that the media project is highly 
distorted and negative. It leads to frequent discrimination against 
Muslim in every walk of life. This is particularly bad for children who 
are Americans, for they grow up in a hostile environment and their 
overall development and productivity could be adversely affected -- a 
distinct disadvantage to the nation.

``One important reason for the negative coverage of Muslims is their own 
lack of interaction with and participation in the media. Muslims have 
long seen the media as an archenemy, a conspirator, and a blasphemer, 
and rarely tried to establish a mutually beneficial relationship with 
the media,'' writes Siddiqi.

American media have a responsibility -- in fact, a duty -- to be 
diligent about the civil rights of all Americans, regardless of their 
race, religion, or creed, in addition to educating and articulating to 
the rest about those who are underrepresented in our society, such as 
Muslims.

God willing, the media and Muslims can cooperate to educate the nation 
and world about Islam and Muslims. They can create an environment in 
which people of all religions, races, ethnic groups, or national origins 
can coexist peacefully for the benefit of mankind.

Source # 5: “National Post editorial fuels accusations of Islamic bias”

URL: http://etcetera.humberc.on.ca/etconline/archives/issue%203/etconline/news/nationalposteditorialfuels.htm
National Post editorial fuels accusations of Islamic bias

By Noel McInnis 
A Sept. 15 National Post editorial has prompted the Canadian Islamic Congress (CIC) to issue a statement accusing the Post of anti-Islamic attitudes. 

The editorial, titled Misplaced Anxieties, said U.S. leaders have “taken pains to urge citizens not to vent outrage on the Muslim community” and that the leaders have every right to issue such statements. 

The Post responded by saying: “It is hard to get worked up about the occasional slur directed against North American Muslims when body parts are still being unearthed in New York and Washington.”

The CIC said in its statement that after the terrorist attack on the U.S., most North American media acknowledged the danger that minority communities, particularly Muslims, could face in the wake of the attack. 

The CIC accused the Post of creating a “negative benchmark for perpetrating anti-Islam in the media.”

National CIC president Mohamed Elmasry said in the statement that anti-Islam bias at the Post has reached unparalleled levels, and that it has “repeatedly proven itself the worst offender among Canadian newspapers for using language and biased editorial attitudes toward all Muslims.”

“We have been doing a media watch for the past two years on the top nine newspapers. We found out of all of them, the Post has the worst ranking.”

For the last two years, while the CIC has been rating the media, Elmasry said the Post has ranked the highest for stereotyping Muslims. These ratings prompted Elmasry to meet with the Post’s editorial team.

“We met senior staff and discussed how harmful it is to our community to negatively stereotype people, and they agreed negative stereotyping starts with bad reporting,” Elmasry said. “To stereotype any community... can lead to damage on that community, particularly the children.”

Elmasry said other ranked papers have been responsive to the concerns raised by the CIC and all had agreed that care has to be taken when dealing with issues of race.

He pointed out that while other papers being monitored by his congress are part of the Ontario Press Council, a provincial organization designated to adjudicate public press complaints, the National Post is not.

“They should join the Press Council, so if people have complaints, they can complain to the council. There are two sides to a story,” Elmasry said. “If readers see a story presented in the National Post and wish to complain, they can go to the council. Their complaint will be judged and the council will side with the paper or the reader.”

The Post editorial said the CIC claimed 48 hours after the attack in the U.S. that, “waves of blatant and cruel anti-Islamic language [had] been spewed indiscriminately over news and op-ed pages,” and that, “acts of stabbing, vandalism, physical attacks, verbal insults and psychological abuse had been reported by frightened Muslims.” 

The editorial went on to say that “as for the handful of alleged harassment incidents, most consisted of mere name-calling. None produced injuries.”

Hugo Gurden, managing editor of the Post, disagrees with Elmasry and the CIC’s findings.

“I’m afraid Mr. Elmasry is confused about the purpose of our newspaper. We report the truth and tailor it to no one,” he said.

Gurden explained the Post does not equate Muslims with terrorists nor do they belittle any attacks on the Muslim community. 

When the Post’s editorial board met with Elmasry, Gurden said they rejected what they believe to be unfounded accusations. 

“Islamic terrorists murdered 6,000 people in the name of Islam. They should spend more time criticizing those who commit those atrocities,” Gurden said. 

“Ninety-nine per cent damage is done by terrorists. Spend 99 per cent [of the time] condemning them instead of papers which report the facts.”

Gurden rejected the CIC’s claim that there is a growing trend of anti-Islam terminology in journalism.

“If you read carefully and listen to radio broadcasts and television, you will see journalists being careful not to couple Islam with something bad. There is uniformity and care taken to be respectful.” 

Elmasry said he has talked to all of the papers about the treatment of Muslims and stereotyping in their columns and agreeing editors have tried to elevate awareness. 

In contrast, he believes the Post feels that there is no problem within their paper, and they feel no action needs to be taken.

In the CIC’s media watch, the Post had 100 points which had placed it at the top of the CIC’s worst offender list. The second highest score was 69, and the third paper with 41. 

Mr. Elmasry declined to say who the second and third publications were.

Source # 6: “Muslims in the United States: How stereotyping of Muslims was used to pass “Anti-Terrorism” Law”

URL: http://www.cahro.org/html/_muslims3.html
Muslims in the United-States:  How Stereotyping of Muslims was Used To Pass New "Anti-Terrorism" Law
by Maha ElGenaidi, Islamic Networks Group 

The final part of our series on Muslims in the US deals with how stereotyping and prejudice against Muslims has led to bad government policies, which today affects mostly Muslims and Arabs, but could affect any American citizen. 

Is there a pattern of targeting Arabs and Muslims by the current US administration?  In June 1996, President Clinton signed into law one of the most repressive pieces of legislation in our time:  the "Anti-Terrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act."  Since its the passage, the Justice Department has held and deported over 12 Arabs of Palestinian, Egyptian and Algerian origins, on the basis of "secret evidence." 

In this decade "international terrorism" has replaced "international communism" as Public Enemy Number One.  Yet, there is no evidence of foreign involvement in most of the highly publicized incidents in recent years in the US in which civilians were killed, such as the bombing of the Oklahoma City federal building and a park at the Atlanta Olympics.  Nevertheless, in each of these cases, the government and media were quick to suggest that "foreign terrorists" were responsible.  From what we know, there were no international connections in the World Trade Center bombing in NYC in 1993, nor is there evidence that the FBI (as well as the Israeli and Egyptian secret police) knew about the plan ahead of time and allowed it to go forward.  

Is there a justification for targeting Muslims and Arabs, in the US or elsewhere?  According to the US Department of State publication, 1996 Patterns of Global Terrorism, of the 296 recorded international terrorist incidents, only 15% originated in the Middle East.  The majority of incidents, 41%, originated in Europe, and 28% in Latin America.  In the same year, of the total 73 Anti-US Attacks, 4% originated in the Middle East, with the majority, 79%, in Latin America, and 11% in Europe.  Also, international incidents have decreased from a little over 600 in 1985, to 296 in 1996.  Despite these facts, of the 7 countries identified as having "repeatedly provided support for acts of international terrorism," 5 are Muslim populated countries.  Of the 52 "foreign terrorist organizations" classified by the Secretary of State, nearly 32% are identified as Islamic or Arab groups. 

Do we need new legislation to combat "international terrorism"?  It's too late to ask the question. The Anti-Terrorism Act is now law and the stereotyping of Muslims & Arabs was used to get it passed. 

Initially introduced in 1995 as the Omnibus Counter-terrorism Act, an ad-hoc alliance of liberal Democrats and conservative Republicans opposed to expanded federal police powers, a less harmful version of the original bill passed with the following provisions: the following are excerpts from a 

paper published by the New York Network Against the Counter-Terrorism Act, entitled The Anti-Terrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act: Repression Under the Guise of Protecting the People. 

1) Criminalization of International Fundraising and Humanitarian Aid:  This law makes it a crime to raise and contribute funds, donate educational and humanitarian supplies, or to provide lodging or other forms of "material support" (with the exception of medicine and religious materials) to designated foreign terrorist groups.  This could include making donations to the legal defense funds of Zapatista or IRA political prisoners, or sending funds or supplies to medical clinics and Islamic schools in the Palestinian West Bank. 

2)Creation of a List of "Foreign Terrorist Organizations":  "Terrorist activity" is defined broadly.  It includes hostage taking, vehicular sabotage, and the use of an explosive or firearm with intent to endanger the safety of others or damage property.  Under this definition, any liberation movement that takes up arms against a repressive regime friendly to the US (or even damages property in that country) could receive a terrorist label. 

3) Banks must Freeze Funds:  The Secretary of the Treasury will direct banks and other financial institutions to freeze the assets of these designated groups.  Under the threat of heavy fines, the law also directs banks to freeze the assets of individuals and groups (including US citizens and domestic groups) that the banks believe are "agents" (undefined) of designated foreign groups, with no mechanism to appeal. 

4)Deportations of Immigrant Activists Without Due Process:  The Attorney General can bring politically active immigrants before newly created "Alien Terrorist Removal Courts," with their judges possibly drawn from a secret court established by the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA).  In these deportation proceedings, the Justice Department can use secret evidence--information that is classified to protect "national security"--which the jailed immigrants will never get to see. 

5)Denying Entry to the US based on Guilt-by-Association and Political Advocacy :  The law prohibits entry into the US of immigrants or visitors who are alleged members or representatives of designated foreign groups, or who have allegedly "incited terrorist activity."  Well-known foreign journalists invited to speak in the US can now be refused entry based only on such alleged associations, or based on their  writings which would normally be protected in the US by the First Amendment. 

6)Criminalization of Financial Transactions with Designated "Terrorist States" :  It is now a federal crime,  to engage in a financial transaction with a foreign government that, according to the US, has repeatedly provided support for acts of international terrorism.  This gives the US government an additional tool to target people who are sending used computers to countries like Cuba to link hospitals and rural clinics, or humanitarian groups assisting Iraq in rebuilding its health care system. 

7)Creation of New Federal Crimes :  The law turns many state crimes into new "federal crimes of terrorism."  It also creates two new crimes with international scope and harsh penalties:  "Acts of Terrorism Transcending National Boundaries" and "Conspiracy to Harm People and Property Overseas."  For example, disabling (or attempting to disable) a Border Patrol vehicle just north of the US-Mexico border by Mexican day laborers, who planned their actions just south of the border, would constitute a trans-national act of terrorism, punishable by up to 25 years in prison. 

8) Expansion of FBI surveillance and Other Operations:  By turning protected political activity into new federal crimes, the anti-terrorism law gives the FBI a legal green light to step up its surveillance of immigrant communities and hundreds of organizations in the US that support struggles for freedom and justice abroad.  The new law also completely drops a prior ban on investigations of international solidarity work protected by the First Amendment. 

9)Gutting the Right of Habeas Corpus:  The "Effective Death Penalty" component of the new law does not even claim that it is concerned with terrorism...The new law drastically limits the ability of state prisoners to receive habeas corpus review in federal court of their convictions and sentences, including  death penalty cases. 

This law, in combination with the often-hysteric and generally stereotypical portrayal of Muslims in the media combines to threaten the civil rights of over 6 million Muslim Americans.  More important, however, is the threat they pose to the rights and freedoms of all citizens of this country, a nation that was founded on the principles of liberty and justice for all.
Source # 7: “The Rising Tide of Hostile Stereotyping of Islam”
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Issues in Islam 
The Rising Tide of Hostile Stereotyping of Islam 

By Salam Al-Marayati 
June 1994, Page 27 

Twenty-nine percent of Americans now believe that Islam poses a security threat to the United States and the West, according to the Los Angeles-based 171mes-Mirror poll. This figure is unmatched by such fear or suspicion among Americans of any other religious denomination. 

The World Trade Center bombing in New York, federal charges of sedition levied against suspects of Arab background in Southern California, and terrorist acts against Americans abroad have ignited concern about the role of Islam. 

Even though responsible journalists and most U.S. policy-makers agree that virtually all American Muslims are law-abiding citizens, much of what fills the mainstream U.S. press about Islam suggests exactly the opposite. Menacing headlines like "The Sword of Islam," "The Islamic Bomb ... .. The Roots of Muslim Rage," and "Bombs in the Name of Allah," easily distort public perceptions. 

The resulting misconceptions readily replace reality in the American public's perceptions of Muslims. As a result, in contemporary America no other group suffers from such irrational religious stereotyping. 

By contrast, when a physician is shot by an anti-abortion activist, or a bizarre assassination plot is uncovered among members of an obscure religious cult in America, the nation is not subjected to lurid accounts by "terrorism writers" of a tide of "radical Christian fundamentalism" threatening the foundations of American society. 

The anti-Islamic hysteria has two causes. One is the abuse of their religion by fanatics who justify in the name of Islam violence they commit to gain personal notoriety. The other cause is misrepresentation of all Muslims as violence-prone zealots. 

Islam's image in the West therefore is changing, but arguably for the worse. U.S. officials fear being branded as apologists for Middle East extremism. Therefore, although they know better, they remain silent as Israel's U.S. partisans depict even minor disputes as inevitable symptoms of a "clash of civilizations" between Islam and the West. 

This defamation of Muslims in the U.S. echoes the dangerous dehumanization of Jews in 19th century Europe. In 1873, Wilhelm Marr produced a pamphlet entitled The Victory of Judaism over Germanism. Regarding this booklet, which sowed the seeds of virulent anti-Semitism, biographer Norman A. Rose said: "Marr wrote his work during a time of severe financial and economic crises in Germany, particularly in Prussia and Austria, in which a number of Jews had been implicated for indulging in irresponsible, speculative transactions. These misdeeds were interpreted as a diabolical Jewish plot designed to corrupt the German nation and bring Christian civilization down in ruins." 

Today, in the same manner, such seeds of hate are systematically implanted against Islam. A shocking modem parallel is found in a book written by an Israeli emigre, Yossef Bodansky, titled Target America. In Bodansky's nightmare fantasies, the "Jewish financiers" who used their banks to drag Europe into economic misery have been replaced by the "Muslim militants" who are intrinsically anti-West. 

A "New Islamist International" has filled the conspiratorial shoes of the "Jewish world menace. " Back then, the Rothschilds, the Warburgs, and the Bleichroders were accused of using international networks to implement Germany's demise. Today, according to Bodansky, Hassan A]-Turabi of the Sudan is masterminding an "armed Islamic movement" against and within America. 
A Stunning Difference 
What is stunningly different, however, is that instead of being subsidized by religious bigots, racist kooks or hostile intelligence services, Bodanksy is supported by U.S. taxpayers as a researcher for the House Republican Task Force on Terrorisin and Unconventional Warfare. To date, four fair-minded members of Congress have resigned from the task force because of Bodansky's reports, but he continues to turn them out at U.S. government expense. 

In them Bodansky claims that the escalation of violence by Muslims is "an intensified Islamist Jihad against the Judeo-Christian world order. " 

Bodansky's words echo those of Israeli Likud party leader Benyamin Netanyahu in his book, A Place A I Nations: Israel and the World. In that book Netanyahu declares that "The celebrated goal of Islamic fundamentalism is to secure the worldwide victory of Islam by defeating the non-Muslim infidels through jihad." 

Bodansky and Netanyahu are repeating the tactics of Marr, with phrases that echo Hitler's words in Mein Kampf. "By defending myself against the Jew, I am fighting for the work of the Lord." 

Prof. Jack Shaheen of Southern Illinois University, author of 7he TV Arab, says that current propaganda against Arabs and Muslims is similar to the stereotyping during the Nazi era of Jews as "dark, obsessed with sex, and parasitic." 

Judith Miller, in an article entitled "The Challenge of Radical Islam, " published by Foreign Affairs, justifies suspicions of the sincerity of Islamists "because of Arab and Islamic history and the nature of evolution of these groups." 

Such critics charge that Islam endorses a form of concealment or dissimulation. In fact, Shimon Erem, a former B'nai B'rith official, once mistakenly claimed that within the tenets of Islam "not only are you allowed to lie, but you must lie in order to achieve your goals." This denigration of Muslims recalls Hitler's assertion: "The more intelligent the Jew is, the more he will succeed in this deception." 

Such slanderous misrepresentations certainly are a factor in the lack of international support for the defense of the largely Muslim government in Bosnia against genocidal attacks, and the toleration of victimization of Muslims in places like Kashmir and Palestine. Repeated sufficiently, false and hostile statements about Islam eventually will lead many Americans to question the patriotism of their Muslim fellow citizens. 

One suggestion for rectifying this problem is to refute the notion that Islam is against the "Judeo-Christian" order. Just as Hitler forged a conflict between Judaism and Christianity, apologists for Israel crave for Islam to be at odds with both Judaism and Christianity. To counter this, Americans can more accurately describe the world of monotheism as Judeo-Christian-Islamic, i.e. Abrahamic. 

Finally, although those convicted of the World Trade Center bombing are Muslim, Americans should eschew theological interpretations of the motivations. It behooves all Americans to recognize that those who choose to break the law do so as individuals, not as adherents or representatives of any religion. 

Salam Al-Marayati is director of the Muslim Public Affairs Council inLos Angeles.
