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Why Do American’s stereotype Muslims? :

Once was a problem, now it’s inferior 


On September 19th, 2001, a man named Zulfiqar Haiderali was accused with factors dealing with racism. While minding his own business, at the mall, he approached a man named John Rohelles (former friend). As Zulfiqar believed the bombings were no joke, John found it very humorous. He made jokes dealing with the acts that made fun of the race of Zulfiqar. My dad is a very humble man. He has never tried to hurt anybody and he is very kind hearted. He believed that John was one of the most disrespectful men he has ever seen. The following were some of the many opinions in which John stated in front of a group of nine. “Hey Zulfiqar, I saw you on TV last night. You and your friends bombed the pentagon and the world trade center. You and your people are a sin to our nation. I believe that we should kill your entire race and never let them in the United States. Even though you seemed like a nice guy, once somebody’s race is a disgrace, then you have no right to be granted the freedom that has been given to you.” Of course John said that it was just a funny joke. Many people may interpret matters such as this one wrong. This causes the introduction of a numerous amounts of problems to occur. Jokes that involve race, religion, or even death, should not be said. Incidents such as September 11th, is no joke, which should be known by John and all the other people that believe this was a joke to be laughed at.   

What do you know about Muslims? Do you have any idea as to what they believe in? Do you know how many times in a day Muslims pray? Not only Americans, but also people of other race have asked these and many other questions. First off, a Muslim believes in Islam. Islam is not a new religion, in fact it has been followed for many decades. They basically believe the same truth that God was revealed through all of his prophets, which were later lead to all the people. The total number of Muslims makes about a fifth of the world’s population. It is known for Islam to be both a religion and it could also be a person’s way of life. This all relates to a person’s ideology. A person’s ideology is that person’s belief. They believe in peace, mercy, and forgiveness, and the majority of the Muslims had nothing to do with the graving September 11th Acts. They pray for about five times a day, which according to my opinion, is much more than the average person. 

I’m sure the accusing and stereotyping would have been done to any race. Just think, wouldn’t it be on the back of your head that there’s a Muslim-Like person on this plane. Wouldn’t you be just a tad bit scared? It seems funny, simply because I would also be scared even though I am the same race and color as the terrorists. I don’t blame the cautiousness of the Americans and the many other races. I blame the immature acts that are being held by them, as well as those ideas of the creation of eliminating all Muslims. Ideas such as these that are brought simply makes no difference as to what happened to the Jew’s. It basically brings out another form of Hitler, its just lead by a different leader. Think about it, there’s no real difference. I’m sure even if this is done, another race will bring up terrorism, because terrorism cannot be stopped, it’s not made by one race. 

Muslims and what they believe in
I believe that in order for you to understand Muslims, you need to know what they believe in and how religious they are. Islam is divided among one billion people. They range from many diverse ranges of races, which include nationalities and cultures across the Earth. This also includes the Philippines to Nigeria; they are all united to faithful, which is called Islam. About 18% live in the Arab world.  The Arab world contains the world's largest Muslim communities. It is located in Indonesia. This includes the substantial parts of Asia and most of Africa, which is consisted of many Muslims. This includes countries such as the Soviet Union, China, North and South Carolina, and Europe. Islam may be divided into five major parts. These five major parts consist of: Faith, Prayer, Zakat, Fasting, and Pilgrimage (Understanding Islam and Muslims). 

What do Muslims believe in when talking about Faith? There is one statement that describes their Faith and what they believe in. “There is no God but Allah and Mohammed is the messenger of Allah.” The following statement is posted up in many different parts that include the Muslim world. A major part that states this statement over and over gain is the Quran. It is called the Shahada. “La ilaha illa Llah - 'there is no god except God'; ilaha (god) can refer to anything which we may be tempted to put in place of God - wealth, power, and the like. Then comes illa Llah: 'except God', the source of all Creation. The second part of the Shahada is Muhammadun rasulu'Llah: 'Muhammad is the messenger of God.' A message of guidance has come through a man like us (Malcolm X – True Islam). 

One of the most essential pillars is Prayer. Salat is the prayer that is recited by the Muslim five times a day. They believe that this prayer is a direct link between worshiper and God. There are no priests that are any such leaders as so. These leaders are those that know the Quran and have interpreted the right way. Those people are also professional teachers that teach students about the religion itself. These classes in many religious Muslim countries, are held every day. In America and in more detailed Miami, the following classes are held once a week. Prayers are said at dawn, noon, mid-afternoon, sunset and nightfall, after that it basically is determined on whether or not the weather is in their favor or not. It is preferable to worship together in a mosque; a Muslim may pray almost anywhere. I’ve personally seen many Muslims, that pray in even public areas. Some of the major areas may include: the fields, offices, factories and universities. It makes the religion even more interesting to learn about (Jane I. Smith 52). 

This brings us to the Zakat pillar. It is by far the most important pillar of Islam. It brings up the point in which all Muslims believe in; all wealth or any positive inheriting factors belong to God. Zakat, both means, ‘purification,’ and ‘growth.’ A major factor including in this factor is charity. They call it Saqada, a pious person may give as much as he or she pleases. The amount would preferable be a secret. This word may also be transferred as, ‘voluntary charity.’ This brings us to a very significant conversation including prophet Mohammed who was the messenger of Allah: 

The Prophet said: 'Charity is a necessity for every Muslim.' He was asked: 'What if a person has nothing?' The Prophet replied: 'He should work with his own hands for his benefit and then give something out of such earnings in charity.' The Companions asked: 'What if he is not able to work?' The Prophet said: 'He should help poor and needy persons.' The Companions further asked 'What if he cannot do even that?' The Prophet said 'He should urge others to do good.' The Companions said 'What if he lacks that also?' The Prophet said 'He should check himself from doing evil. That is also charity. (Understanding Islam and Muslims)' 
Now comes the Fasting part of Islam. A reasonable explanation that has been given to me in the different classes that I had attended to be that fasting is done for a very essential reason. It reminds of you of those people in which don’t have the many privileges and advantages as you do. They don’t have the basic needs of life such as food. Every year in the month of Ramadan, a fasting is held for the whole month. They fast from sunset until sundown. The process includes the following: abstaining from food, drink, and sexual relations. There are some exceptions in which some people may be excused to break fasting. Such as sick people or even pregnant wives. Those people make up the equal number of days that were broken later in the year (Understanding Muslims). 

The final pillar is pilgrimage. The following is an obligation for those who are physically and financially able to perform it. You see many people aren’t able to perform these Muslim joyful activities. This includes Hajj and Makkah. About two million people go to Makkah each year from many different places of the year. Pilgrimage begins in the twelfth month of the Islamic calendar. Although many visitors are in Makkah, they normally stay there until the twelfth month. There is a concluded festival called Eid-Al-Adah. Here the namaz is prayed over and over again during Pilgrimage. Many people want to go in the concluding day since they say it’s one of the most powerful nights of the Islamic Calendar (Islam and Muslims). 

Stereotyping of Muslims

Here comes the big question: Why do Americans stereotype Muslims? After further research I have came up with the three following reasons. It may first start off with the diversity of the different races. This includes the factor of racism, which unfortunately deals with something as foolish as our physical color of a person. Racism is not mainly or not only focused on Muslims. This may include races such as Blacks, or even Hispanics. Any race that isn’t American may be part of the stereotypic lists of the perfect Americans. Reality claims that there are many stereotypes that are not Americans as well. Racism is not new to the world. Racism has been taken place way back in the ages. This includes factors such as the Martin Luther King speech for the blacks. What he did was totally amazing. Not only did he change the freedom of the blacks, but also in order to do so, he changed the majority of the white opinions to the blacks. With the complicated theory of racism and stereotyping back then, it was told to be an impossible job to change the majority of minds. Martin Luther King and the many other leaders of blacks did it. The reality statement states that racism and stereotyping are still now done today; like the following factor with the Muslims (Eric Lyons).

A very interesting article that I read included the following: “Christian leaders in the United States and the Middle East called upon Americans not to demonize all Arabs, Muslims or Arab Americans as evidence mounted linking self-described "Islamic" terrorists to last week's attacks in New York and Washington (Cynthia B. Astle).  There are many non-Muslim leaders that are trying to spread the word. The word is stopping stereotyping Muslims in the United States. One of the professors in Florida State University stated that many Muslims are as innocent as you and me. As a matter of fact there are a lot more number of people that are innocent as there are actually doing the bombings. They deserve the freedom just as much as you and me do. They are no different from us. Color nor physical characteristics as well as religions should be a reason why to stereotype a Muslim. In every religion there are most good and some bad. Those horrific men just cause the name of all to be ruined and shredded into a million pieces, which many Muslims believe. Thinking about this factor caused me to enhance further research on what makes a religion or a group of the same race’s name so bad. An analogy that you may compare it to is that factor of a normal person. Any person may be compared to the following analogy. If a person does ninety-nine good deeds, they are well appreciated and recognized them. But if that same person is consisted of one sin, to the people that gave recognition, that one sin appears every time. All those deeds seem to disappear and vanish when recognition is brought up (Richard Wormser 34). 


 September 11th Acts

The September 11th Acts were horrific, and it terrified all of us; not only those Americans, but Muslims, Sikhs, and Hindu’s as well. Osama Bin Laden is the first man to have declared war against America. Years and month of planning established and built was to be a greater bombing then the greatest Pearl Harbor. The Taliban believed in what they call Islamic Jihad. Right then and there educated Muslims knew that the Taliban were not truly Muslims. They feel strong about their proposal simply because of the meaning behind their title. Islamic means peace as a mercy, and Jihad means war. If you put them both together you get a peaceful war. First off, can a war ever be peaceful? America declared the meaning as a, “holy war.” Which still doesn’t make any sense (Yossef Bodansky 85).

How Muslims helped pass Anti-terrorism Law

According to the U.S. Department of state publication, 1996 Patterns of Global terrorism, they state the following information of the different countries: fifteen percent originated from the middle east, the majority of incidents occurred in Europe with forty-one percent, and twenty-eight percent in Latin America. The total number of Anti-US attacks were seventy-three in that same year. It statistically shows the following:
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The article stated if we needed “international terrorism?” Well it’s too late simply because The Anti – Terrorism Act is now law and the stereotyping of Muslims and Arabs is what had developed this law.


After further research, I can conclude by saying stereotyping is a false and shows no justice for those certain Arabs and Muslims that have been effected by this evil disorder. Why do Americans stereotype Muslims? There are three basic reasons why they would: the diversity between the two races, the Osama Bin Laden factor, and finally the Koran verses the Bible issue. Many people have declared and have gone as far as to threaten the Koran’s words. How must they say this when the Koran follows the Bible in many ways, and both are similar on many topics? Thinking about such comments and issues makes you believe that one day Muslims are going to be treated with the same respect as were blacks in the Malcolm X times. What do you think? 
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