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Question #1: What kind of Muslim are you?

Answer: “Shia – Imami Ismaili Muslim”

Question #2: What is your nationality?

Answer: “I was born and raised in the United Arab Emirates, however my passport is from Pakistan, which is where my parents originated from.”

Question #3: Do you feel horrified by the acts of September 11th?

Answer: “Yes of course, I am horrified by these acts of violence committed against the United States of America”

Question #4: How have these incidents affected your daily life?

Answer: “It has affected me in a lot of ways. First of all after the incident, I was afraid to face my friends and peers at school, because I didn’t have a clue as to how they would react. I was then worried about my family’s security as I was then the only male in the house; and my mother and sister depended on me for security. I was also concerned about myself as a security guard outside my prayer house which was in need of tight security due to earlier attacks on mosques all over the United States.”

Question #5: Do you feel that all Muslims are going through the same trouble as you are?

Answer: “Not at all, I think all Muslims living in this country in a way are going through different types of troubles. I consider myself very lucky to be living in a place like south Florida, which is very tolerant to ummmm….  people of different backgrounds and races. I loath some of the opinions held by the American people as to what Muslims are here to accomplish in the United States of America.”

Question #6: Why do you think Americans stereotype Muslims?

Answer: “I think the answer to this question is quite simple… I think it is the lack of education and knowledge about us and the biased opinion of the media that is creating these walls of confusion between us and the rest of the Americans. I think by teaching and endowing all our American youths, we can change this misunderstanding in the future and create a more accepting general American public opinion.”  

