The Atlantic.

Yes, we made it.
A lot have been said about this passage. Some claim storms and severe weather, some refer to it as a 3 weeks relaxed sailing. To be honest, it is 3 weeks of boring sailing interrupted by things that ought not to be happening!

We left Las Palmas 29th November and arrived Bridgetown Barbados in the evening 17th December. 18,5 days from port to port has to be considered quite fast. Normal cruising time is aprox 21-23 days. The wind was in our favor except for the first night, we woke up close to Dakar the following morning! After that the wind changed, trade wind or not I do not know, but we had it from E-NE ever since and managed to cut a huge corner off the planned course and thereby saved quite some time.

We left Las Palmas, nice and sunny and cruised down the cost with a slight northerly wind, outside Maspalomas we ran into a complete vacuum for ½ hour and then it came from the south with 15m/sek, straight ahead as we have been used to by now. As the sun set my VHF alarm went on: Las Palmas radio issued a GALE warning! I could see the clouds building over Gran Canary, but the wind direction etc indicated that it would mainly pass the island and continue towards Lanzarote and Fuertaventura. I decided to head south as quickly as possible to miss most of the fun which proved right but sent us half the way to Africa.
The following day the wind shifted and we were able to head more to the west. I only had one way-point plotted in the map and that was to be east and south of 25N/25W before heading for Barbados. This is to avoid effects of any high-pressures from the Azores area. We logged in average between 158 and 190 Nm a day with an average over ground of 150Nm. With a steady wind from E-NE we decided to hoist the spinnaker. What a difference in stability and speed. With wind varying from 15-20 knots and waves 3-4 meters we had been wagging along like riding on a huge duck with a bad leg. It was no constant wave direction they seemed to be coming from 3 different directions. But the spinnaker stabilized the boat, gave the bow a nice lift and put the speed up to 8+knots.  But this joy only lasted for 12 hours – then the sheet broke in the middle of the night! The spinnaker went of course into the spreaders and sheared before it twisted itself nicely around the forestay in a beautiful “tulip”. It took some time in the night to get it all sorted out. Without the spinnaker it was just to spread out the genoa with the spinnaker pole, and this went nicely on for a couple of days before next disaster broke the boring routine. The shackle at the top of the genua disappeared, the sail was ripped out of the forestay and into the water and wrapped itself nicely around the keel. We finally got the sail back onboard again, nice light blue  color from the bottom paint! Even in the 20knots of wind this was the easy part, as the halyard now was stuck at the top of the mast. So in 3-4 m of waves the captain had to take his punishment for not securing the shackle  properly and had to be hoisted up to get the halyard down again. With the sails down as I had to use the main halyard to get up and the top of the mast went 2 meters either way as I was hanging up there. A few bruces later  we were up and running again toward our target with another good story.
The old story that everything comes in three proved right the next day: the bracket for the spinnaker spar was ripped off the mast! At this moment I wished I had the quality manager of Jeanneau onboard. He would have been keel-hauled and hung by his feet in the mast! It was just to tie the spar to the mast and keep on. But not everything broke down. The new GPS we got from Raymarine before we left Lagos has worked perfect not to forget the perhaps most important: the 6000+ autopilot. We have by now logged more than 6000Nm since we left Nesbryggen and the autopilot have been our helmsman almost all of the way. There are a lot of discussions among cruisers autopilot or wind-vane steering.  So far I go for the pilot if correctly dimensioned. We have come across some cruisers with broken down wheel-mounted pilots with problems and even wind-vane steering with problems. Our system allows us to use both wind wane or compass as sensors for the pilot and it seems that upwind the vane mode is to prefer, downwind the compass gives the best course stability. I would not be surprised if the pilot saved us a day on this passage! The downside of a pilot is of course the power consumption which seems to be aprox  60amp-hrs in 24 hours. By running the engine on 1500rpm for 2-3 hrs every day we had no problems. A bigger solar panel, we have one of 1,8amp/12volt, may have reduced this, but in total we only burned ca 40L of diesel on the passage for the charging and included hot water.
This brings us to the food and beverage section. The first thing to mention is the so called drinking water in Las Palmas smells and tastes like it comes out of an over chlorinated swimming pool! We brought 140L of bottled water for drinking and cooking and still had some 50 L left. Fresh food has a limited lifetime even in our big cooling box. Fruits and vegetables may at the best last for a week or ten days. So mr.Fung Li and his nudles and Knorr freeze dried pasta seemed to be the perfect basic food. They take almost no space and weight and lasts for ever. If you then get a magic chef onboard like Haffie, there might even bee some home made pizzas on the menu. And with the bread mix, just add water and dry yeast, fresh bread is also available. 

Sailing in the trade winds and tropics sounds like sunshine and flat water for most people. How they are mistaken. As mentioned before, the wind is going quite steady 15-25 knots. The waves are quite varying but in general min 2 M but seems to come from everywhere from time to time. The sun is of course there, but you hardly se it, you just feel the tropical humid heat as you get further south. If you have a nice sunny day small white cotton clouds appears, but they have a nasty habit of turning into black sheep at night giving quite some heavy winds and rainsqualls as they pass by! We logged up to 14,7knots as the most in one of these squalls which gives a wind of around 50knots! During night time we ran the autopilot in wind vane modus as these squalls change the wind direction 90 degrees in seconds with no time to reduce sails unless you see them coming. But we got through, and here we are in sunny Bridgetown, Barbados planning to have our Christmas eve in the local Lobster restaurant and still waiting for our friends in EOS who planned to start one day after us and have a short stop at the Cape Verde Island before the crossing. 

To all our friends in Norway, Malaysia or wherever you are: Merry Christmas to you all from all the crew at HAFFIMAN!

JEANNEAU!!!!

A lot of time during a crossing like this is spent thinking about this and that. Having been in the boating business for quite some time it was natural for me to reflect a little about warranties, certification of boats, qualities and product responsibilities our specific boat: HAFFIMAN, a Jeanneau 37, built 2002, HIN nrFR-IR100611B202. This boat is classed EC A (open ocean) with a load capacity of 2350Kg. In my opinion and I think in most others it means: Go where you want within reason and feel safe! We carried a load of aprox 1500KG and should be well within the limit of overloading. As comparison a Bavaria 37 may carry 1000Kg and I am happy to note that we had not yet seen any of those around! When picking up the boat there is a long warranty form to be signed, or I prefer to call it a limitation of warranty! In short it states: Whatever is produced by JEANNEAU has a limited warranty of one year – periode!!!! Whatever is put onboard by JEANNEAU from other manufacturers like engine, winches, toilet, etc they refer to the manufacturers warranty and service. You are handed a nice manual of the boat with the JEANNEAU network of agents listed, but I am sorry to say that service minded is not what I have experienced so far. From our Norwegian dealer Heitman the manual was nicely translated to Norwegian except for the for me most important: The wiring diagram that was in French and not even obtainable in any other language!! Thee boat was hardly used for the first 2 years as we still had the marina to run, so the first real test was actually the first stage of our trip: Nesbryggen to Cascais. As you may have read earlier the most severe problem was the leaking in the anchor box. Resealing the through-hull drains cured that problem at least downwind, but it looks as it may still be a problem upwind. Pounding the sea and the weight of the anchor chain seems to make the box move a bit relative to the hull and leakage is not to be avoided. Production/construction failure by Jeanneau:Correct it! On this stage we had severe leakage in the saloon hull window: improper sealed: Jeanneau: You Pay! The boat is in general very well build and designed. Interior is next to perfect, still no squeaks and other signs of use and abuse. Very well planned and functions both at sea and in the harbor. One miss however that I have previously discussed with Heitman Marine: How can you still make after all theese years  a toilet that does not work on a port tack???? But one major thing has disappointed me: The rigging and its quality!! Specially all running rigging and particularly all ropes. They hardly certify as CE class C and are so far away from the rest of the quality you have built into the boat. Not to mention the bracket of the spinnaker boom that was ripped off the mast! So I hereby challenge Janneau to prove that you are a responsible and serious manufacturer, with a world wide service that want to keep a reputation of all over quality, not only what you see when the boat is in the shows, but even when used. Heitman marine in Norway has so far done more than what might be expected to keep up Your reputation, I now think it is time for You to stand up. The minimum I claim is a new spinnaker, proper running rigging, proper bracket for the spinnaker boom and new boom! (it was damaged due to my emergency rigging when the bracket broke) We will be leaving for Martinique the 25th of dec and stay there for a week or two. I am sorry I had to put my “claims” in public this way, but your “contact Jeanneau” link on your web page does not work either! Please make a normal working e-mail address available as I have made on my front page.
This was all from HAFFIMAN at this time, to all “lost friends” back in Norway, please drop us a note by e-mail, enjoy your Christmas and happy New Year .
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