
Hull – Deck-Cock Pit.
What impresses the most when boarding the Jeanneau boats in general is finish and design. What is impressive after this trip is that there is no signs of stress cracking anywhere on the hull, deck or cockpit. A decent polish job and the boat may be put back in the showroom and presented as “new” except for some self inflicted minor scratches. Even around deck hardware etc there are no sign of weakness. The glass fiber work is of no doubt of very high quality as well as the products used. The anti skid on the deck has worked well and the teak grab rails are still in one piece. Pulpit and push pit including the stanchions have survived several “attacks” without much visible damage. Recommendable is the stanchion designs with separate foot and plastic covered end to avoid corrosion and make change and service/repair more easily. Even the PVC coated rail wire is strong enough to take a load. The toe rail design and deck drain is on the other hand not acceptable. The small drains incorporated in the deck are not sufficient. Depending on angle of heel there are very often a pool of water covering the water and/or diesel fillings aft. 
On a long passage sailing the cock pit is the most important space in the boat, I normally spent some 20 hrs a day there! The 37 has for its size a very spacious cockpit with winches and running rigging are acceptable located. The steering pedestal however needs a few comments. The instrument panel on top looks spacious and able to fit the most, but! To get the right viewing angle on the instruments, to avoid reflections, the helmsman must be some 2m tall! The “tray” under the panel is too shallow to install a radar screen! I had to customize an extra box on top to get a better angle and sufficient space for the RL70C. And why are there no lights in the cock pit? This I consider a safety question when sailing at nigh. I put in a Hella LED light in front of the pedestal angled down towards the table. The table itself is a good example of nice design, but totally useless! Folded it may work, but folded out – goodbye! The surface/material used is more slippery than the Olympic ice in the skating rink. It does not make it better that the profile of the table gets convex when folding it out making everything slide off by itself unless a wet tablecloth is used. Even the 3 cup/can holder holes must be made to fit some mini French cans that are not obtainable anywhere else in the world, not to mention standard ½ L water bottles! 
Technically the steering pedestal (Guiot) is acceptable except for the locking ring controlling the steering wheel shafts axial play and holding the bushing in place. And to the assembly people: Grease only works when put on bearing surfaces and the wire! I had to disassemble the whole system at sea (cable, rollers etc) to get rid of most of the squeaking noises from dry rollers and cable. Luckily I was able to recycle the grease you had left everywhere else!

We had the boat delivered with original spray hood and bimini top – and never regretted it! The spray hood is one of the best I have ever experienced, specially the solid grab rail at the back. The not so good was the fastening systems at the ends. Push button on a 2,5mm screw and rubber rings that is impossible to replace when it brakes, is not suitable outside the showroom! The bimini top is a masterpiece when it comes to aero dynamic design! It was never down from we left Norway! In the Biscay, in 50knots squalls, it held on. But nothing can obviously be made perfect. The tightening straps vibrate like the strings of a bass guitar in heavy wind and the hooks and clips must have been bought from a bankrupt Hong Kong toy factory! 

In the cockpit we have to large storage lockers under the side seats. Outboard, fuel, spare diesel and parts, tools and a Zodiac open sea life raft had no problems to fit in. The cooking gas storage is at the port side aft accessible from the top. It is designed to house to reasonable big bottles but I have yet to find some bigger than2,5 Kg that fits in, but the space indicates at least the double. On the starboard side there is another locker with possible access to the steering and the preinstalled cable tube running all the way to the nav station. There was even added a spare pulling string for extra cable installation which was well appreciated. One limit though, I am 1,78 tall and 65 kg and this seems to be close to the limit of what may crawl around in the somewhat limited space.
Before going below let us have a look at the anchor locker in the bow. Deep and plenty of room for 50m 10mm chain (factory delivered) and some fenders on top, but! In the Bay of Biscay the boat got rather heavy in the bow! Some hundred liters of water in forward cabin and storage! The nylon drain fittings or more correct lack of proper sealant and sealing surface proved to be the reason. When installing the holes are obviously drilled from the outside through the hull and through the anchor box. Unfortunately the hull side and anchor box side are not parallel resulting in an oval hole in the box. The tightening nut did hardly cover the oval hole, and there was no sealant! Minor leakage has followed us ever since as the weight of the chain crates movement in the anchor box in heavy seas. No way can the nylon fittings stay in place. The anchor box must be plastered to the hull at the bottom, and the drain system changed. As designed, there will always be a couple of liter water left in the box! I got one stupid suggestion to solve the problem: Move anchor and chain aft! The anchor winch has worked perfect with its hand held control which I prefer ahead of foot switches. It gives the possibility to move around and check the “arrival” of the anchor before it hits the hull/bow and make severe damage. One problem though, it should have been a “chain guide” installed. As installed the chain builds up on the rear wall of the box, and if not kicked away it jams the winch after some 35 M have been winched in. A simple fiberglass or SST profile to guide the chain in the center of the box would probably solve this problem. Then finally the boat is delivered with factory installed anchor chain and a locking pin for the anchor, why is there not drilled a hole in the anchor for the pin?
Then time to go down below. The sliding hatch works perfect, but then! Where is the place to store the “door”? It could have been made easily with a fixture outside on the wash room wall, but with the interior installed the access to the inside is difficult. Then down the steps. If you are lucky and it is dry you get down safe. But when wet the risk of sliding down like a sack of potatoes are great. The anti skid on the steps does not go to the edge of the steps! However there are nice grab rails on both sides and the steps are well curved if the boat is heeled over. Safe down what hits as the first impression is the feeling of the excellent carpenter work. Doors and lockers feel solid and shut tight, and they still do! The floorboards does not rattle around, the whole interior is top workmanship. After all these miles we only have one small squeak somewhere in the galley section, but only in heavy sea. If it was not for some scratches here and there from use and abuse the interior is still almost as good as new. The designers have managed to put in a generally well functioning layout and solutions in such a limited space, but there are catches and mistakes.
The aft cabins are in general well functioning, but! The batteries are located in the front section of the beds under the mattress. I added one extra 75Amp battery and have in total 4, 1 for start and 3 for consumption which have worked all the way. They are all standard lead/acid batteries and the question is: Where is the ventilation for the battery boxes?

Sometimes people need to use the toilet. I have a factory installed waste tank which take some space off the main locker. Which boat owners have not searched in despair after chemicals to remove the somewhat unpleasant smell from the toilet system? In HAFFIMAN not! Probably because the holding tank is mounted above the waterline and drains itself, no pumping, completely. However there is one problem, the toilet pump does not work when the boat heels more than 10 dgr to stb due to the location of thee water inlet, and the higher the speed the bigger the problem. The boat was delivered with a nice solid shower head which had to be replaced with a simpler and lighter one after the Biscay.  It simply broke off the plastic fitting due to the hammering in the rough sea!
Opposite the head is the galley with its well dimensioned cooling box and shiny stainless steel stove. The casing of the stove is probably the only stainless piece. The burner heads comes probably from the same earlier mentioned Hong Kong factory. Never have I seen a piece of aluminum corrode and disappear so fast. The stove needed more service than the rest together, but it still works. Before we left there were some comments about running autopilot and power consumption. The pilot was not the biggest consumer that was the cooling box.
This type of boat design as almost no bilge. To prevent bilge water, there will always be some; from flushing from side to side the designer has made a small bilge sump with a float valve. Great design in theory, but not quite well working in practice. The hoses from the sump to the pump was so long (nicely attacked to the stringers well out of sight) that when the float valve shut off the pump, the water in the hose rushed back to the sump, elevated the float valve and the pump started again. An endless story when the pump was on auto. Another problem is that not all of the compartments under the floor boards are properly drained to the sump. Was Haffiman leaking? Not directly, but more about that problem in the “Engine” section. To be honest, some water has to get down the hatch from time to time when the squalls hit at full force or the waves brakes down on the deck or from behind into the cock pit! This was one of the reasons I wanted a boat where the nav station and electronic should NOT be straight below the hatch! 
Sometimes in the evenings when things are quiet it is nice to relax in the sofa with a book. However when it is dark some light is needed. There are a lot of lights in the saloon, but unfortunately not in the right places unless you like to sit straight up in the middle of the sofa! I prefer like most people to curl in the corner. Time for the designer to make a practical test himself.

We had hull windows installed at the factory before delivery to get some more light into the saloon and be able to look out without getting out of the sofa. A mistake? Not by us but now the technical staff at the factory really proved incompetence!! They are ALL leaking. Not because of the windows itself, but because the technicians obviously has no idea about how to bond and seal different material. Everyone that has been in the boat business for some time and worked with hull repair knows that standard sealer or Sikaflex (291) does NOT bond to polished anodized aluminum. Everybody except JEANNEAU! The problem was first obvious across the Atlantic, and the windows were taken out. The sealant was solid attached to the hull, but the window frames were clean as a newborn baby but. Finally now (March 2006) I have managed to find the correct primer and Sikaflex 295. I look forward to have this problem finally fixed, but fear that every hatch and window will have to be removed and resealed! Have JEANNEAU accepted responsibility? So far not.  I will deal with this issue in another section.
Sometimes even the captain needs to sleep. Depending on sea conditions, two options remained as Haffie and Imran Hans occupied stb aft cabin at sea and the port we mainly used as storage. Normally I used either the u sofa or the portside sofa adding the cushion from the nav station depending of the heel of the boat.  In the harbors and at anchor the relatively spacey forward cabin was the natural choice. But forward the mast at sea is normally not a comfortable place to be. Unfortunately it is not even a safe place due to two design “errors”. One is the corners of the lockers that are no good to smack the head into, the other is the skirting of the shelves on both sides. They should be angled towards the hull and not straight down. As they are designed, they are not only uncomfortable to hit, but straight out dangerous with their sharp edges. Underneath the v-berth there is a huge storage space in front of the water tank. Be careful about what is stored there. It is not drained aft to the bilge so whatever stored there might get soaked if leakage appear (ref anchor box drain), and watch out for the weight. 500 Kg of anchor and chain and a full water tank is almost what the boat can handle in the front.
CONCLUSION.

In spite of all my “complaints” above, this is an extremely well built boat and the designers have in general made a great job to make it functional. Available spaces have been taken well care of and there are plenty of easy accessible storage rooms. The craftsmanship performed by the factory workers when it comes to glass fiber work, carpentry and assembly is of top class. Unfortunately the engineering departments have made some major and unforgivable mistakes: The sealing of windows/hatches and the lack of ventilation of the battery boxes. This and the absence of installed fire distinguisher are not according to the CE certification rules!
As for hull window leakages: ref CE section 3.4

As for Anchor box leakage: Ref CE section 3.5

As for battery ventilation: Ref CE section 5.3.(3)
As for fire extinguisher(s): Ref CE section 5.6.2

In general: CE ANNEX V, paragraph 1: The production control that has missed what is referred to above!

Unfortunately this means that the boat (hull, deck etc) does not meet the requirements according to the CE certification and the issued CE certificate!
