The Hacker's Handbook [ Definitions ] Phreak ["free"k] Verb--1. The act of "Phreaking" 2. The act of making telephone calls without paying money [Slang] Phreaker ["free"-k-er] Noun--1. One who engages in the act of "Phreaking" 2. One who makes telephone calls without paying money [Slang] [ Introduction ] Phreaking is a method used by most intelligent people {most often those who use a computer and a Modulator-Demodulator (MoDem)}. If you happen to resemble the major mass of people who do not have the income to afford large phone bills then phreaking is for you. If you live in an area with an Electronic Switching System [ESS] then phreaking is something which should be done in moderate amounts. [ Switching Systems ] Three types of switching systems are present in the United States today: [1] Step by Step [2] Crossbar [3] ESS {Electronic Switching System} First switching system used in America, adopted in 1918 and until 1978 Bell had over 53% of all exchanges using Step by Step [SxS]. A long, and con- fusing train of switches is used for SxS switching. [ Disadvantages Identification 








