African-American Biography Assignment
Dear Families: 

We are currently studying biographies in writing. We recently read about James Forten, an African-American who lived during the time of the American Revolution. 

For this assignment, you will be choosing an African-American figure and reading about the life of him/her. You may choose a book from the North Intermediate library or from another branch. While you are reading the book, you should take notes by completing the outline provided. These are the important events you should include: 

· PARAGRAPH 1: Where and when he/she was born and family life

· PARGRAPH 2: Education and training 

· PARAGRAPH 3: Major influences or people who influenced him/her

· PARAGRAPH 4: Struggles to overcome, including discrimination and stereotyping

· PARAGRAPH 5: Accomplishments for which you are best known
You will be passing in a 5-paragraph essay of your African-American figure. Be sure your essay is free from spelling, grammatical, punctuation, and sentence structure errors. Be sure your writing flows and is in chronological order, and do not jump topics. Spend enough time communicating important events in the person’s life. What would this person want to be remembered by? 

Your completed essay is due on _________________________________

On _____________________________ you will be reading your essay to the class dressed up as your person! You do not need to go out and buy new clothes. You may use old clothing or an older sibling’s/parent’s clothing to represent the person. Can you think of some props to bring in that would represent your character? 

Please sign below so you are aware of this assignment. If you have any questions or concerns, you can e-mail me at hghareeb@wilmington.k12.ma.us I will also be posting these directions on my classroom website in case your child needs an extra copy. 

Parent signature 

___________________________________________________________

Ms. Ghareeb

