DiVacri’s Dialogue          
August 2007

“Be bright, be bold, be you…”


Dear Families, 

I hope that everyone had an enjoyable summer. Welcome back to another school year! I am your child’s 5th grade teacher and before we begin, I would like to share some of my prior teaching experiences with you. After earning a Bachelor’s Degree from Providence College in psychology, I moved to the Boston area to begin my Master’s Degree in Elementary Education.  While earning my degree from Lesley University, I taught 3rd grade to a class of 30 students. I continued teaching 3rd and then 4th grade for the next two years. I am excited to be continuing my 6th year at North Intermediate School as your child’s Grade 5 teacher.  I look forward to working in partnership with you! 

I encourage you to take a look at my classroom website. You will be able to 

view daily homework assignments when needed. Your child will have already received the assignment in the morning, and will have it 

[image: image1.png]



written down in his/her notebook. 

To view my website: 

1) Go to the Wilmington Public School website

www.wilmington.k12.ma.us
2) Click on North Intermediate School

3) Click on Classroom Happenings
4) Click on 203

Homework Policy: 

In 5th grade, students are required to complete 1 hour - 1 hour and 15 minutes of homework each night. Homework reinforces concepts introduced in class, and teaches children to be responsible and hard working. If students do not complete a homework assignment, they will be given a homework slip to be signed by a parent. During recess on that day, students will be expected to complete the homework. 

We will work collaboratively to ensure that your child is meeting the homework expectations and keeping up with assignments and projects. If I notice any problems, I will contact you to address the issue. 
Classroom Highlights

“Spirit Awards”

· Students will have the opportunity to receive Spirit Awards in the classroom! We will discuss different ways to earn these awards upon recognition of certain behaviors, for example friendship, good listening, accepting responsibility, telling the truth, etc. 

“Classroom Procedures”

· During the first few weeks of school, the students will practice daily classroom procedures. Some examples include listening skills, daily routines such as lining up for lunch or going to lockers, and effective, respectful ways to communicate in the classroom. 
HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT
During the first week of school, students will need to bring in 2 photographs of themselves. One should be from the past, either a baby or toddler picture, and the other should be from the present, a school photo perhaps or a picture from a recent holiday or vacation. These will be used for a “Math About Me” assignment. 
Students should bring the photos to school by Thursday, August 30th. 


 

PARENT VOLUNTEERS: 

I am looking for parent volunteers to help with photocopying. 
Prior to volunteering, I will be holding training sessions for operating the copiers and laminator on Thursday, August 23rd and Friday, August 24th from 9:00 – 10:00 A.M. If you are unavailable on either of these days, we will schedule a different day/time that is convenient. If you are interested in volunteering this year and coming to the training, please leave me a message at school: 978-694-6040. 
I am also looking for 3 parent volunteers to be in charge of the emergency contact list. In the event of an unexpected early release, you would be responsible for calling parents on your designated list. If you are interested, contact me at school or send in a note with your child during the first week of school. 
Throughout the year, there will be opportunities to attend field trips with your child’s class. If interested in any kind of volunteer work, you will be asked to fill out a CORI form, which I will send home with your child. If you volunteered last year in your child’s classroom, please let me know.

Important Dates: 

Students’ first day:  August 28th
Open House: Tuesday, September 25 6:30 – 7:30

I look forward to getting to know each and every one of my students. I also look forward to communicating with you on a regular basis. Please do not hesitate to contact me at any time. You can send in a note or set up a time for us to meet. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. DiVacri

hghareeb@wilmington.k12.ma.us
(will be changed to hdivacri@wilmington.k12.ma.us)

See you soon (



Mrs. DiVacri’s Wish List


Items for the prize box: Pencils, erasers, glue sticks, child scissors, etc.


Board games, card games, etc. for indoor recess











CLASSROOM RULES:





On the first day of school, the students and I will discuss our classroom discipline plan, which includes rules/consequences/and rewards. You will receive a copy of this to sign and return. Please read through it with your child and be sure he/she understands the importance of following these rules, as they will ensure a positive and safe learning environment.





Working snack: 


Everyday, we have a 15-minute working snack. Your child may bring a snack and juice box to school. I also encourage your child to bring in a water bottle on a daily basis.








