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GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION

Chapter “A” NS

February 2006 Newsletter
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Senior Director Canadian Operations – Dennis & Yvonne Evans – devans@vaxxine.com
National Director Rider Education (Canada) – Gordon Murphy - gmwing@nf.sympatico.ca
Regional Directors – Dave & Loretta Champion – 1.dchampion@nf.sympatico.ca 

Nova Scotia District Directors – Mike & Cathy Devine – mdevine@tru.eastlink.ca
Region “L” monitors CB channel seven. 

Chapter “A” NS web page - http://www.geocities.com/gwrra_nsa/
Region L web page - http://www.canadianatlanticregion.org/intro.html 
FEBURARY MEETING:   Ron opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present. There were 34 members and one guest, Andrew from Pro Cycle. After introductions were done Cal gave an update on Rider Ed seminars, it is planned to hold the Co-rider and Group Riding seminars during the first half of March, exact time and location to be announced once the number of participants are confirmed, if anyone who did not sign up at the meeting would like to attend, please contact Cal. 


Mike Devine gave us an update on Region L T-shirts, they will have a Canadian flag on the back and Region L on the front, for more info or orders contact Mike, price will be approximately $10 each.


Laurie Taylor and Greg Gallant will head up a ride schedule for the season. The plan is to depart from a central location each Tuesday evening for a 2-3 hour ride and also Saturdays for an all day ride. Laurie and Greg would like to have others plan some of the rides so if you would like to ride to a particular location and would like to plan the route please contact either Greg or Laurie. Once the rides are firmed up the schedule will be posted on our web page as well as at our meetings.


Noel informed us that Marlene McKee is battling cancer, our prayers go out to her and her family. 

Ruth then announced birthday and anniversary wishes to those members that have one coming in the next month.

Peter Whiteley let us know that he has restarted Monday evening get togethers and will be hosting, so if you are in the area stop in for a coffee and some conversation., maybe even pick up some valuable tech tips. Contact Peter for directions and exact times.

Sonny Zinck let us know that a new camping gear store TAO, has opened in Bayers Lake. The Adventure Outfitters is located at 182 Chain Lake Dr. They carry a great selection of compact camping gear and supplies. Sonny also talked about doing a Progressive Dinner ride this year, anyone interested in participating should contact Sonny for full details. Sounds like it could be a great day of riding and eating, two of a wingers favorite pastimes.

Stephane reminded us that he has lots of Chapter pins and patches, so contact him to get yours.

Peter Whiteley won the 50/50

UPCOMING EVENTS:


Mar 18 
2nd annual Halifax Biker Bash – Halifax Forum. 

For more info http://www.novascotiabikers.com/bikerbash06.html 

BIRTHDAYS: 



 Margret Gray


Mar 9th



Lin Gray

Mar 16th
ANNIVERSARIES: 




Paul & Iris Santos

Mar 6th  
 

CLASSIFIEDS:
For Sale:  Garmin 2620 GPS, fully loaded.  Includes wiring connections for motorcycle intercom use.  $1400 value.  Selling for $950.  Reason for selling:  Have purchased 2006 Gold Wing with installed navigation system.  Contact Gordon Murphy at (709) 753-2318 (Jan-06)
For Sale: 2004 Kawasaki 500 Vulcan with 2600 KM's and has remainder of warranty until May 2006.  Kawasaki windshield and saddlebags and cover included. Perfect condition. Asking $6,150.

Contact Bob (902) 209-2777. (Jan-06)
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For Sale: 1991 GL 1500 SE with Trailer. KuryAkyn Footpegs & 
Highway Boards, Air Wings & CB. New Radio, passenger PTT.

$ 8000.00

Contact Noel at 902-497-9005 or email nfacey@ns.sympatico.ca
(Feb-06)

REGION “L” MEETING PLACES AND TIMES

CHAPTER – PLACE, DATE & TIME

NLA 
Kim’s Restaurant, Old Placentia Road, Mt. Pearl - Last Sunday of the month at 9:30am

NLB
Fong’s Restaurant, Carbonear - 2nd Sunday of the month at 9:30am

NLT
Clarenville Inn, Clarenville NL – 1st Sunday of the month at 9:30 am

NSA
Palladium Restaurant, 942 Cole Harbour Rd. Dartmouth.  3rd Saturday at 9 am
NSC
Various times and locations

NST
Glengarry Inn, Willow St. Truro - 1st Saturday of the month at 12:00noon

NBA
Super Store, Trinity Dr Moncton – 3rd Sunday of the month at 1 pm

NBM
Various locations, Miramichi - 3rd Saturday of the month at TBA

NBS
Various locations – 1st Sunday of the month at 10am

PEI A
PEI Flying Association Building, 250 Brackley Point Rd. Charlottetown – 3rd Sunday of the month at 1pm

EDITORS CORNER:

If you have any submissions for the newsletter such as classifieds or articles of interest please send them to cdanells@rushcomm.ca or call 902 883-8721.  

Want to share your experiences? For those that did any long distance rides or any traveling in the past, we would like to hear about your travels. Put together a one or two page journal with pictures (small) and it will be put it in the newsletter.

The chapter is looking for a newsletter Editor, anyone interested in the position please contact Ron.
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MACWING of CANADA
Your Gold Wing Specialist

389 Route 105, Nackawic NB 

Business Hours:  Monday – Friday  10am – 6pm

Phone 506 575-2990   Email- macwing@nbnet.nb.ca
    Chrome and Accessories for all makes and models.

Dealer for:
Champion Trikes
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Show Chrome
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Add On

KuryAkyn

Big Bike

Progressive

And many others

RIDER EDUCATION:

Rural Roads More Dangerous Than Urban, Says NHTSA Study
Newly released federal study says there are more fatal crashes on country roads than in the rush, crush and intensity of urban traffic. By Art Friedman. 

	

Riding out in the country may be relaxing, but don't relax too much; the NHTSA says more fatal accidents happen out here than in the city. Better keep that helmet face section locked down.


You may feel safer when riding in the country than you do in the city. However, a study just released by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) says that 42% more fatal crashes occur in rural parts of the country than on busy stretches of highways through cities and suburbs. That despite the fact that motorists traveled 16.1 trillion miles on urban roads compared to just 10.3 trillion miles on rural roads during the 10 years studied.
About 4% of those crashes involve motorcyclists, although motorcycle accidents were not given any particular study in the NHTSA research. Also missing is any reference to collisions involving deer and other animals, a much more prominent hazard in rural areas than urban ones.
	

There are some rural hazards that don't exist in urban areas.


From our observations, rural motorcycle accidents are more likely to be single-vehicle crashes, where the motorcyclist runs off the road, usually in a corner. Motorcyclists are more likely to test their cornering skills on remote, less traveled road than on urban ones. Urban accidents are more likely to involve another vehicle, partly because there are more of them in that environment and in part because motorcycles and motorcyclists are more likely to be overlooked by other drivers than larger and more conventional vehicles.
Though the study has no motorcycle-specific information that you can apply to those pleasure rides in the country, it might serve as a reminder that everything is not as idyllic as it seems when you are out riding away from it all.
Cavorting on Nova Scotia's Cabot Trail by Motorcycle
Travel northeast to the far reaches of Nova Scotia for a great motorcycle adventure. Story and photos by John Morris. 
	

Map by Mark Takahashi


Remember Sebastian Cabot, the bearded and erudite actor who played Mr. French, the butler, in the 1966-'71 series Family Affair? I was a big fan of his. Apparently, so were the Canadians, who named a scenic trail around the northern half of Cape Breton, in Nova Scotia, after him. Some actually believe the Cabot Trail was named after John "Giovanni" Cabot, an Italian navigator who discovered the coast of North America in 1497. I'm having none of this, however, because the Cabot Trail's 185-mile circumference approximates the dimensions of the late, portly actor.
I have long wanted to ride the Cabot Trail. Everyone I've spoken to who's been there has raved. Furthermore, it's in Canada, one of the most motorcycle-friendly countries in the world. When you combine the advantages of proximity, shared (kind of) language, a favorable exchange rate, great roads, sparse traffic, nary a speck of trash and seafood to die for, what's not to love? Little persuasion was needed to enlist my usual riding buddies, Bill, Jon and Pat, for the trek north from Virginia.
We had only eight days to play with, which would necessitate a lot of time in the saddle, especially given our desire to avoid interstate highways. Our plan, necessarily cursory, was to spend two days riding to Portland, Maine, take an overnight ferry ride to Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, spend three days touring the Cabot Trail, relax for a day on the ferry back to Portland and then make the two-day return ride to Virginia.
We rode across Pennsylvania, then up along the Delaware River and Water Gap into New York state. At Albany, we headed due east across Vermont and New Hampshire to arrive at the Portland Marine Terminal for our overnight trip on the Scotia Prince. The ferry, which holds up to 250 cars, is very comfortable and has good food at a reasonable price. If you want to save some money and don't mind sleeping in an easy chair, you can forgo the $40 per person for a berth. One advantage of the ferry is that motorcycles are loaded first in Portland. That means we ride off first, and reach customs first in Yarmouth, Nova Scotia. It took us only 30 minutes to clear and begin our explorations.
Heading north out of Yarmouth on U.S. Highway 101, which runs along the western coast, we immediately noticed several things. First, there was absolutely no trash along the highways. In fact, after a 100-mile stretch, I asked if anyone had seen that coffee cup on the side of the road 40-50 miles back. Everyone had, so noticeable was this errant piece of refuse! Second, the roads were virtually without traffic. Even in the height of tourist season, one might go several miles between car sightings, especially on the limited access roads in the southern sector. Since less than 1 million Nova Scotians inhabit an area approximately the size of West Virginia, this is not surprising.
As we plied our way north, stopping at the Spitfire pub in Windsor, one could hardly miss the number of towns with Scottish names: Argyle, New Edinburg, New Glasgow, Caledonia, Glengarry, Scots Bay, Inverness.... We also noted how many town names, like New Germany, Liverpool, Denmark, Sydney and Ohio, attest to the island's openness and hospitality. Of course, all this internationalism was reined back into focus with the McLobster sandwiches we consumed at one of the local McDonalds.
We arrived at Port Hastings, gateway to Cape Breton Island and the Cabot Trail, 350 miles later. The temperature had dropped considerably, reminding us how far north we'd traveled. The mÃ©lange of aromas—from lobster restaurants, seaweed, salty air and smoking freighters—along the Strait of Canso was exotic and inviting. By midafternoon we had already ridden 400 miles and were ready for a good meal and cold beer. We stopped for the night in Whycocomagh, a small village about 20 miles south of Nyasa and the beginning of the Cabot Trail. We planned the next day's ride with maps spread out all over our hotel room, a bottle of single malt scotch and a few Cuban cigars.
The next morning was brisk and dewy as we set out for the Trail. One is not disappointed with the sights and spectacular vistas here. There are rock outcroppings along the coast whose beauty easily compares with that of Big Sur in California, quaint fishing villages whose colorful boats bob on placid waters, unspoiled forests, pristine lakes and, oh yeah, twisty roads. We rode the Trail in a clockwise direction, hitting the coast, the park at the top of the cape and the windy section in that order. Some of our number, who enjoy beauty more than twisty roads, said they would ride the western coast road in both directions next time. I say you have to do it in its entirety.
Cape Breton Highlands National Park sits at the northern end of the Trail. A park ranger told us that 6000 moose reside in the park, and that sightings are common. They are indeed. Not two miles after leaving him, we came across several cars, a bus and about 20 people standing along the side of the road. Fearing an accident or some other catastrophe, we found instead a moose munching contentedly on some bushes not 10 feet from the road. I was reminded, in a bizarre and even fatalistic way, about perspective from that episode. Seeing a 1500-pound animal makes the threat of an encounter with a "measly" 150-pound deer seem crazily less intimidating.
The Trail offers some unique challenges for a ride. First, one will have to make agonizing choices about where to stop for a sumptuous seafood feast. Second, one needs to be concerned about gas, though not from the delicious food. Gas stations are few and far between on the Cabot Trail, so don't let your bike run low. Third, the temperature is variable, even in mid-August, so staying comfortable can be a challenge. I donned or removed my wind shirt six times in one day. Finally, leave some room in your luggage for a tire repair kit, some spare fuses, cables and anything else you might need to remain roadworthy. Nova Scotia's four largest cities (Halifax, Dartmouth, Sydney and Glace Bay) have a combined population of less than 235,000, and there are fewer than 10 other towns with populations between 5000 and 10,000. So, unlike the United States, you will not find bike shops along the way. But even if your mechanical skills are not advanced, don't let the prospect of a lonely breakdown deter you from enjoying the Trail. You will meet scores of motorcyclists throughout your journey, and will have no trouble finding assistance.
We were disappointed when we completed our trek around the Cabot Trail, but had little time to wallow in our misery. After a full day on the Loop, we made a 200-mile dash to Halifax to spend the night. The next day we set out early to visit Peggy's Cove, a nearby fishing village. Even though we arrived in a fog you could cut with a fork, our visit was worth it. There is a spectacular lighthouse perched on an enormous rock, and the Sou'wester Restaurant offered a killer breakfast (try the fishcakes) and all the bustling activity associated with the fishing industry. My only regret on the trip was that we didn't have more time to spend in this intriguing small town.
We were chasing our ferry, though, and had to rush to make it to Yarmouth on time. This time we were loaded last onto the ship, and were the last off in Maine. Unfortunately, we hadn't made a reservation in Portland, and we rode for four hours without finding a vacancy. The ride back to northern Virginia was scenic, but uneventful, apart from an exciting ferry ride on a rickety paddle-wheel boat across the Susquehanna River. The latter ferry, unlike the Scotia Prince, did not have a hot tub, dining hall or lifeboats. We were mildly concerned about the latter, though the two-mile passage in less than 10 feet of water might seem more daunting to less hearty travelers.
In short, we had a blast. Next year, we're going back to the Maritime Provinces to ride Prince Edward Island, which we hear is magnificent. Maybe we'll see you up there. I'll be the guy in the lobster hat with drawn butter dribbling down his T-shirt.
If you'd like to share your favorite ride that is 100 to 500 miles long and includes at least one interesting stop, send details of the route and your contact information to Motorcycle Cruiser, 6420 Wilshire Blvd., Floor 17, Los Angeles, CA 90048-5515; or e-mail Jamie.Elvidge@primedia.com.
For more descriptions of our favorite motorcycle rides and destinations, visit the Rides and Destinations section of MotorcycleCruiser.com.
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