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GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION

Chapter “A” NS

January 2006 Newsletter

Chapter “A” meets on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 9 am
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Senior Director Canadian Operations – Dennis & Yvonne Evans – devans@vaxxine.com
National Director Rider Education (Canada) – Gordon Murphy - gmwing@nf.sympatico.ca
Regional Directors – Dave & Loretta Champion – 1.dchampion@nf.sympatico.ca 

Nova Scotia District Directors – Mike & Cathy Devine – mdevine@tru.eastlink.ca
Region “L” monitors CB channel seven. 

Chapter “A” NS web page - http://www.geocities.com/gwrra_nsa/
Region L web page - http://www.canadianatlanticregion.org/intro.html 
JANUARY MEETING:   
Mike Devine got it all started by presenting Herb with a plaque and thanking him and Shirley for all their hard work and dedication to GWRRA over the years and especially for the last few years as Chapter Directors. Mike also announced that Herb has accepted the position of Assistant District Director for Nova Scotia. Mike let us know that Rider Ed renewal forms are due and that they can be given directly to him or filled out online at GWRRA.org and he also reminded us that there are no longer any fees for participation in Rider Ed.

Mike went on to say that the start up meeting for the South West Nova Chapter went well, attendance was good and they hoped to start holding regular meetings very soon, because the members are scattered around the area the meetings will move around the area to different communities. As we get more info it will be put in the newsletter. 

Ron then got started by welcoming everyone to the meeting, there were 43 members in attendance. A special welcome to Martin Livingston who actually rode his wing to the meeting, some guys are true die hards. Ron announced that Don and Debbie Spence have accepted the position as our new Assistant Chapter directors. Ron then thanked Herb and Shirley for all their help and guidance over the last couple of years and that he and Ruth look forward to helping this chapter grow. Ron gave a small review of the Christmas dinner on Dec 21, held at the Palladium, it was well attended and everyone had a great time. 

Ruth talked about birthday greetings and how it is intended for the chapter to send out birthday cards to all chapter members, the cards will be computer generated and everyone is encouraged to fill in your birth and anniversary dates on the sign in sheets that will be at future meetings.

Don Spence briefly discussed some ideas to bring new members into the chapter, there are already a number of GWRRA members in the area that do not participate in the chapter and a lot of Gold Wing owners that are not members. Some suggestions were made to have cards made up similar to those antenna cards shown in Wing World, but have them personalized for our Chapter and District.

Cal informed everyone that the upcoming ARC Instructors course will be happening in May and that anyone interested in becoming a GWRRA certified instructor should notify Cal or Ron before the end of February. Exact time and location of the course will be announced once plans are finalized. Cal also suggested that for those traveling to Wing Ding this July that maybe we should get together during the next month to discuss and plan any group rides or events while attending Wing Ding and also maybe even the route home to see any specific areas of interest. For those planning to attend Wing Ding, Cal & Marilyn will host a planning meeting on Feb 25 at 2pm. If anyone needs directions contact Cal or Marilyn.

Tom & Irene Rose will be hosting a Valentines get together for the chapter on Feb 17 at 7 pm, the menu will consist of dessert specials, so bring along one of your favorite desserts. RSVP would be appreciated.

Mike Devine is having some T shirts made, they will be a good quality white cotton with a large Canadian flag on the front with Chapter A, a great idea to proudly display at Wing Ding or any other place and the price will be approximately $10, for more info contact Mike.

Jane Rennie won the 50/50

UPCOMING EVENTS:


Feb 17

Valentines get together – 7pm


Feb 25

Wing Ding planning meeting – 2pm


Mar 18 
2nd annual Halifax Biker Bash – Halifax Forum. 

For more info http://www.novascotiabikers.com/bikerbash06.html 

BIRTHDAYS: 



Martin Bishop


Feb 20th


Cal Danells


Feb 24th

Aubrey Kaizer


Feb 27th 

ANNIVERSARIES: 



 
Herb & Shirley Gorrill

Feb 10th


Dean & Claudia Spence
Feb 23rd 

CLASSIFIEDS:
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For sale: 1989 wineberry GL 1500 gold wing. 218,000km. Lots of extra 
lights, CB radio, heated grips, extra chrome all around, passenger arm 
rests, trunk rack, and many other extras. New timing belts, new brushes 
alternator. Asking $8500.00.  Contact Mike Devine (902) 662-4082

(Oct-05)

For Sale:  Garmin 2620 GPS, fully loaded.  Includes wiring connections for motorcycle intercom use.  $1400 value.  Selling for $950.  Reason for selling:  Have purchased 2006 Gold Wing with installed navigation system.  Contact Gordon Murphy at (709) 753-2318
For Sale: 2004 Kawasaki 500 Vulcan with 2600 KM's and has remainder of warranty until May 2006.  Kawasaki windshield and saddlebags and cover included. Perfect condition. Asking $6,150.

Contact Bob (902) 209-2777.
REGION “L” MEETING PLACES AND TIMES

CHAPTER – PLACE, DATE & TIME

NLA 
Kim’s Restaurant, Old Placentia Road, Mt. Pearl - Last Sunday of the month at 9:30am

NLB
Fong’s Restaurant, Carbonear - 2nd Sunday of the month at 9:30am

NLT
Clarenville Inn, Clarenville NL – 1st Sunday of the month at 9:30 am

NSA
Palladium Restaurant, 942 Cole Harbour Rd. Dartmouth.  3rd Saturday at 9 am

NST
Glengarry Inn, Willow St. Truro - 1st Saturday of the month at 12:00noon

NBA
Super Store, Trinity Dr Moncton – 3rd Sunday of the month at 1 pm

NBM
Various locations, Miramichi - 3rd Saturday of the month at TBA

NBS
Various locations – 1st Sunday of the month at 10am

PEI A
PEI Flying Association Building, 250 Brackley Point Rd. Charlottetown – 3rd Sunday of the month at 1pm

EDITORS CORNER:

If you have any submissions for the newsletter such as classifieds or articles of interest please send them to cdanells@rushcomm.ca or call 902 883-8721.  

Want to share your experiences? For those that did any long distance rides or any traveling in the past, we would like to hear about your travels. Put together a one or two page journal with pictures (small) and it will be put it in the newsletter.

ANOUNCEMENTS: 


Wing Ding: For those with reservations at the Gaylord for Wing Ding, they are fully booked and everyone should call to confirm your reservations so there are no surprises. One couple thought they had a double room and later found out they in fact have a single.

GWRRA Membership Cards: Responding to numerous member requests, GWRRA home office is once again providing membership cards including the given names of the primary and partner members(-01’s) in the same household, family membership. “We are pleased that we are able to effect this change and again identify the primary and partner members on the family membership cards” said GWRRA executive director Don Brock. Production of the new cards began in Dec 05 and members will receive the new cards automatically when they renew their membership.
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MACWING of CANADA
Your Gold Wing Specialist

389 Route 105, Nackawic NB 

Business Hours:  Monday – Friday  10am – 6pm

Phone 506 575-2990   Email- macwing@nbnet.nb.ca
    Chrome and Accessories for all makes and models.

Dealer for:
Champion Trikes
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Show Chrome
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Add On

KuryAkyn

Big Bike

Progressive

And many others

RIDER EDUCATION:

Motorcycle Safety Strategies for Avoiding Panic Braking or Swerving
By the time you recognize the danger, you have two seconds or less until impact. A motorcyclist, no matter how skilled, is more likely to stay upright if he learns how to avoid instead of how to react to dangers on the road. One of the authors of the famous Hurt Report—and a guy who has seen every sort of motorcycle crash concocted by man—offers 11 ways to avoid getting into trouble. From the August 2005 issue of Motorcycle Cruiser magazine. By Jim Ouellet. 
	

Illustration by John Breakey


When motorcyclists talk about safety and how to stay alive on the road, it's usually some variation on how to brake or—even worse—how to lay 'er down. The problem is that relying on emergency braking to get you out of trouble on your motorcycle is usually a really lousy strategy. Don't get me wrong—learning how to use your front and rear brakes effectively is a critical skill every rider should develop and practice. And when all else fails, there's no substitute for having a good DOT-qualified helmet on your head. 
But relying on emergency braking or swerving to save your bacon is, I think, a dumb way to stay out of a crash. If a rider allows a situation to deteriorate to the point that he has to take emergency evasive action, he's probably toast. 
Here's why: After detailed investigations of 900 motorcycle accidents in Los Angeles, the Hurt study (formally titled "Motorcycle Accident Cause Factors and Identification of Countermeasures") reported that the average time from the event that starts the collision sequence (such as a car beginning a turn across a motorcycle's path) to the actual impact was 1.9 seconds. A nearly identical research project just finished in Thailand reported the time at 2.0 seconds. In both studies, three-fourths of riders had less than 3.0 seconds between the start of the accident sequence and the crash. And keep in mind that riders don't always detect a problem the instant it begins. It may take anywhere from a quarter-second to a couple of seconds before something attracts the rider's attention.
Once the rider's attention is caught, reaction time begins. Most human-factors experts put average reaction time to traffic hazards at about 1.0 to 2.0 seconds, averaging around 1.5 seconds. If you swerve, add another half-second for the time delay due to countersteering and developing the correct lean angle before your motorcycle begins to head in the desired direction. Those delays leave little or no time for evasive action to succeed. About 30 percent of riders in the Hurt study took no evasive action at all, often because there was too little time. Even highly skilled braking usually won't do that much to delay your arrival at the crunch point. 
Here's an example: Let's say you're going down the boulevard at the 35-mph speed limit when Joe Numbnuts turns left across your path. With reaction time and all, you've got one second left, so you do a highly skilled stoppie, bringing your speed down to 15 mph in that second. Your average speed during that one second was 25 mph, and you braked for 37 feet. If you hadn't braked at all, you would have covered that 37 feet in 0.72 seconds. So your highly skilled stoppie and nerves of steel delayed your arrival at the crunch point by about a quarter of a second compared to doing nothing at all. Is that enough time for Joe to clear his big SUV out of your way? Usually not. And few riders have as much as 37 feet in which to brake. Even worse, when faced with death or a world of pain seconds away, most riders do a miserable job of braking and swerving.
The Hurt Report found that riders with formal training (mostly California Highway Patrol and LAPD motorcycle officers, who had very demanding training and tons of time in the saddle) were no more likely to use the front brake than Melvin who learned to ride from his Uncle Clem. Or taught himself. Nor were trained riders less likely to slide out or highside when trying to avoid a crash. The point: No matter how good you think you are, don't count on overcoming the Pucker Factor when you're caught by surprise and think you're about to meet your Maker.
Instead of thinking you're going to save yourself with your lightning-fast reflexes and well-honed skills, you'll probably avoid a lot more trouble by working to prevent the situations where you have to rely on those skills.
1) Do all you can to make it easy for car drivers to see you. Probably 90 to 95 percent of car drivers who screw up say they never saw the motorcycle. Car drivers don't want to hit you. Honest. But some of them need extra help to know you're there. Do all you can to make it easier for them to see you. Use your high beam during the day. High beam is more conspicuous than low beam. Trading that cool-looking black leather jacket for something bright wouldn't hurt, either. (The only intentional crashes we ever saw in the Hurt study were marital disputes on wheels, with one spouse on the motorcycle and one in the car. You figure the rest.)
2) Freeways are good; surface streets are bad. Areas around shopping districts are the worst. Limited-access roadways such as freeways are good because car drivers can't turn across your right-of-way, so use freeways as much as you can.
3) In busy urban traffic, stay in the mix with the cars. Not out ahead of them; not behind. When you go through intersections where cross-traffic wants to use the pavement you own, stay right next to a car's front fender so you're not in the driver's blind spot and use the car as a shield. This is especially true at night because it's even harder for car drivers to distinguish a motorcycle from nearby traffic. Many riders who get picked off are the ones 30 yards ahead of a big clot of cars, or 20 yards behind.
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4) Move away from potential hazards. If you're alone when you come up to an intersection where a car is waiting to cross your path, the more lateral distance you put between your path and the other guy's starting point the better. For example, if you're nearing an intersection where a car coming from the opposite direction can turn across your path, move to a lane closer to the curb. It'll make it easier for the car driver to see you, and give you more time to react, which is probably even more important than skilled braking.
5) Never assume the other guy has seen you. Keep your eye on a vehicle that's positioned where it could violate your right-of-way. When you've decided the other driver has seen you and you start looking farther down the road, that's the moment he'll choose to turn.
6) Take it easy when you're out carving canyons. As you approach a turn, pick out which rocks and trees look good to hit, because you don't want to hit the unfriendly ones (which, actually, are all of them). If you need a little extra time to run through this mental drill, let off the gas. And remember that if you hit a post-and-rail barrier, which is used to decorate the outside of a lot of curves, it will probably break every bone in your body.
7) No booze before riding. None. Ever. Your risk of causing your own crash skyrockets when you drink and ride. Riders with more than one beer in their systems are about 40 times as likely to crash as sober riders. And a drinker's favorite way to crash is by running off the road, which has a higher fatality rate than any motorcycle-car crash except head-ons because there are so many rigid fixed objects waiting to, uh, welcome you. Trees, fire hydrants, parked cars, culverts, the list goes on and on.
8) Split lanes on the freeway. It's safer than trusting the guy behind you not to rear-end you. In the Hurt study, more riders on the freeway got nailed from behind while staying in their lane than riders who crashed while lane-splitting. But don't go too much faster than the traffic flow and be really careful when coming up to a car with an open space in the lane next to it, especially if the lane with the space is moving faster than the one with the car.
9) Be patient with lost and distracted drivers. In residential neighborhoods, you should understand that the idiot in the car in front of you, the one who's poking along at 15 mph, is looking for an address. Cool your jets and hold back, because the second you try to pass him, he's gonna turn across your path into a driveway. The five or 10 seconds you lose waiting for this car to get out of your way is a lot less than the time you'll lose waiting for the cast to come off your leg.
10) Don't lay it down. You lose only about 8-10 mph every second you spend sliding on the ground while giving away your perfectly good skin. If you do a good job using both brakes, you can lose 15-20 mph every second you brake and save on band-aids, too. About the only time to put yourself down on the pavement is if you're on an elevated curve (like a freeway interchange) and you're about to hit the low outside wall. The wall is usually high enough to save your motorcycle but not high enough to keep you from flying off into the wild blue yonder. I've never seen a rider survive that fall. The government ought to raise those concrete retaining walls to at least chest-high.
11) A loud exhaust is not safer. By the time you're close enough for a car driver to hear you, he's already in your path. In fact, you run the risk that the driver will be so alarmed he'll stop dead in your path. On the other hand, loud exhausts sure work wonders for pissing off the people behind you and making 'em hate motorcyclists. If you're serious about staying out of an accident, make yourself seen, not heard. If you just gotta have a loud exhaust, find another excuse for it. 
Lucky for me, I learned these things from seeing thousands of other people's crashes, because I think some of these strategies have helped me stay out of trouble on the road. This is fortunate, because I learned in my dirtbiking days that my own collision- avoidance skills usually suck. Seems that when things get really ugly I have this bad habit of puckering up.
Motorcyclist Jim Ouellet is one of the authors of the famous Hurt Report, "Motorcycle Accident Cause Factors and Identification of Countermeasures," and has been studying motorcycle accidents since 1975. He has examined more than 2500 crashes, testified in the U.S. Senate and various state legislatures, helped train investigators and supervised the Thailand study of 1082 motorcycle crashes. He is on the staff of the Head Protection Research Laboratory. He can be reached at jim_ouellet@yahoo.com.
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