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Book Description
This study demonstrates how an understanding of the structure and terminology of covenant-making provides new insights into the meaning of biblical faith, in both Old and New Testaments. 

Excerpted from I Will Be Their God: Understanding the Covenant by J. E. Leonard. Copyright © 1992. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved
From the Foreword: Some things are so obvious they elude our scrutiny. The act of breathing, for example, is so automatic, and the air we breathe so invisible, that we tend to overlook them until some respiratory crisis brings them to our attention. It can be the same with our understanding of the Bible. Especially amongst evangelicals, whose high view of Biblical authority can lead to proof-texting, it is easy to get caught up in the minutiae and forget to stand back and look at the larger picture, what John Wesley called "the whole scope and tenor of Scripture." Thus Christians can be filled with details about Biblical teaching, but fail to comprehend those over-arching themes which place these details in perspective. This situation can lead to serious misinterpretation of Biblical doctrine. 

What, after all, is the purpose of the Bible as a whole? What motivated its appearance within the religious community we call Israel, and the new Israel of the church of Jesus Christ? Scripture came into being as an expression of the relationship between God and His people, a relationship which the Bible typically portrays in terms of the covenant or its equivalents: the kingdom of God, the family of God, new life through membership in the Son of God. Although the Bible may focus on a variety of issues and concerns, all of these have their meaning within the ebb and flow of the covenant relationship between the Lord and those who have pledged their loyalty to Him in worship and obedience. In this sense, covenant is the air which Scripture breathes; it supplies the framework and the thematic material for understanding all parts of the Old and New Testaments. 

The present volume draws upon earlier studies, but takes the further step of applying the concept of the covenant to the Bible as a whole, both Old and New Testaments, not just historically but in a thematic and theological way. The result is a frequently amazing clarification of the meaning of Scripture in whole and in part. Not only the Old Testament Law, but also prophecy, psalm, New Testament epistle and the Gospel declarations of Christ take on a fresh impact when viewed as expressions of covenant-related motifs. It is perhaps not going too far to suggest that the thoughtful reader, interacting with the material presented in this study, should be led to a complete and radically Biblical rethinking of the meaning of Christian faith, both historically and in a contemporary context. 
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