









1798- Congress appoints William Ward Burrows 1st Commandant of the Marine Corps.


1800- Marine corps headquarters moves from Philadelphia to Washington.


1801- Bashaw of Tripoli declares war on the United States.


1802- The United States declares war on Tripoli.


1804- Franklin Wharton becomes the 2nd Commandant of the Marine Corps.


1812- War with England breaks out.


1815 Barbary wars end.


1817- Peace Establishment Act for the Marine Corps: Set officer strengths at 50, and enlisted strengths at 865, which was later increased to 924.


1818- Brevet Major Anthony Gale becomes 3rd Commandant of the Marine Corps.


1820- Commandant Anthony Gale court-martialed for conduct unbecoming an officer, cashier out October 1820.


1820- Archibald Henderson becomes 4th Commandant of the Marine Corps.


1834-Marine Corps Act of 1834: No Marine officer would have any authority over Navy officers unless the Marine was the senior officer of a landing party. Marines could command Marines ashore, but not afloat on watch.


1836- Creek-Seminole wars: Marine Detachments sent ashore to battle the Creek and Seminole Indians.


1842- Commander Alexander Slidell McKenzie hanged three mutineers; one of them was the midshipman son of the Secretary of War, on the Somers. There was no Marine Detachment aboard.


1846- Mexican War: In which Marine Detachments went ashore in numerous skirmishes.


1859- John Harris becomes the 5th Commandant of the Marine Corps.


1860- Marine Detachment helped capture two slavers off the mouth of the Congo river.


CIVIL WAR-Marine Corps position was that its purpose was to: furnish ships guards for Navy vessels in order to enforce shipboard discipline, man guns, and join landing parties for operations ashore. Seventeen Marines were awarded the new MEDAL of HONOR during the Civil War.


1864- Jacob Zeilin becomes the 6th Commandant of the Marine Corps.


1867- Congress threatens to abolish the Marine Corps. Vice Admiral porter testifies that “if Marines are abolished, half the efficiency of the Navy would be destroyed”, and added that “we have had a hard time in the Navy to get a Marine Corps and are very anxious to hold on to what we have.


1868- United States Marine Corps adopts the “Eagle, Globe and Anchor” as their insignia.


1870- Marine Detachments fight Mexican pirates.


1871- 109 Marines and 542 sailors go ashore in Korea near Kwang Fort. Captain McLane Tilton and two other Marines fought to the Korean flag and cut it down.


1876- Charles G. McCawley becomes the 7th Commandant of the Marine Corps. Commandant McCawley adopts “SEMPER FIDELIS” as the Marine Corps motto.


1889- Charles Heywood becomes the 8th Commandant of the Marine Corps.


1892- Commandant Heywood states, “it is artillerymen aboard our new floating batteries that their importance must be felt and acknowledged in the future.




















