






“The Marines have always formed part of a ships compliment, and now, since the passing away of sail power, they are certainly more useful than ever.”


 Commandant Charles Haywood 1897





The origin of marines as “seagoing soldiers” is lost in antiquity, but mod4rn Marines roots can be traced back to England. Here is a Chronological history:





1664- England establishes “Lord High Admirals Regiment”.


1688- “Lord High Admirals Regiment” disbanded.


1690- 1st and 2nd Regiments of Marines are formed.


1702- England creates six regiments of Marines for service with the fleet against Spain.


1702-1713- War of the Spanish Succession: Instead of Marines fighting as detachments aboard ship, Marine regiments fought ashore as part of landing forces.


1713- Marine regiments are disbanded.


1739-1741- Marines from American colonies (four regiments) 3000 men strong are formed under William Gooch, Governor of Virginia, to serve with Admiral Vernon’s fleet.


1741- American Marines disbanded after Vernons unsuccessful siege of Cartagena


1744-1748- War of the Austrian Succession: Ten British Marine regiments are formed for sea service against the French. These Marines acquired two reputations- a reputation for good, honest modest service and character, and a reputation among snobs for being socially less smart than the Army.


1755- Parliament authorizes 5000 Marines. Their primary mission in ship-to-ship combat was to pick off officers and gun crews with musket fire, to repel boarders, and to serve as substitutes on gun crews. They were also to be used as the ships landing party for operations ashore.


1775-Marblehead regiment formed: These Marines were basically soldiers details for sea service to fight aboard, but not to sail ships.


1775, Nov. 10- Marine Corps is born: Two battalions consisting of one colonel, two lieutenant colonels, two majors, and other officers and privates, that are good seaman or are acquainted with maritime affairs, to serve for and during the war between Great Britain and the Colonies as resolved by congress. But were never formed.


1775,Nov 28- Congress creates its own force of Marines. Commissions Samuel Nicholas as Captain of Marines, (first Commandant). 230 officers and men.


1776, June-Congress commissions Robert Mullen, owner of TUN TAVERN.


1778- Marine Detachment of the frigate Randolph perished in a desperate battle with the British ship Yarmouth.


1778- Marine Detachment of the frigate Alfred captured and imprisoned by England.


1779- All continental warships carry a Marine Detachment.


1783- Continental Marines disbanded.


1794- Congress votes to build six merchant frigates. The Frigate Act of 1794 established each frigates crew. Each crew would include a Marine Detachment of one officer and 44-54 enlisted men.


1798,July 11- Congress passed a law organizing the Navy’s’ Marines as a “Corps of Marines”.


                                                                                                                                                                                                                         








