October 17, 2005

Service Unit Meeting:  Frisco Commons, Buffalo Room

Council Website:  www.girlscoutsmilehi.org
Service Unit (TOW) Website:  http://www.geocities.com/gstopworld/
E-mail:  gstopworld@yahoo.com
Meeting called to order:  6:50 pm

Introduction of attendees.

Jerry’s Business:

Registration – must be registered to have a meeting.  Make checks payable to Mile High Council.


Friends of Girl Scouts – direct to Mile Hi to be tax deductible, plus they thank donors with personal letter.


Avoid bounced check fees


Only thing directly to the Troop is QSP, cookies, fundraisers, dues

Secretary – select volunteer at each meeting.  If possible, type up minutes and send them to gstopworld@yahoo.com to post on the TOW website.  Remember: no personal information .

Raemar Shown’s Birthday cards:  Troops are asked to take 1 card for each girl in the troop, plus leaders, decorate and give back to Jerry by November 22 (or 11/18 with wreath sales summary sheet).

Older Girl Event – to volunteer, contact Jerry.

Roster – reminder to keep Jerry updated with changes in writing or e-mail.

Additional Fundraisers:  only if QSP and cookies are offered and participated in.   Deb C. makes the decision on this and will review troop finances and contributions/participation to QSP, cookies and Friends of Girl Scouts.

Troops must submit a money earning application and have a purpose for the extra funds.

Wreath sales:  dues November 18.  Order summary only.  No money – the girls keep the order sheet.

Pick up at Jerry’s house, delivery estimated as 11/30.  (forms will be posted on the TOW website)

School Coordinator:  Jerry thanked those who volunteered.  Reminder: school coord. need training, 1 ½ hours.  Debbie offered to hold training session in Summit County.  If you need training, contact Debbie to schedule a date.

Debbie C’s Business:

Goals – Focus is on Community & Faith-based organizations.  She has 2 sheets of information available with an additional flyer regarding Faith-based to be handed to those organizations to explain the partnership with Girl Scouts.

Religious awards – give information to parents.  Troop Leaders should work with the religious leaders to organize girls working on their Faith-based awards.

Add a member – if you add one more girl –and- one more adult than what you had last year, fill out a form (available from Debbie C. or online:  Council website: “Programs” / “Council Programs” / “Girl Scouting” / “ Patch Programs”:  Add a Member Patch Program Form).  Debbie will check in December and hand out patches early next year.

18 has it’s priviledges – If your troop has 18+ girls, you get a one time 15% certificate to use at the retail shop.  Offer good on badges and insignia.  Watch for your coupon to be mailed to you, or check by next February with Debbie.

S’mores – Mile Hi Council program.  More information available on the internet (council and service unit websites).  Registration open through November 8.  Event date is November 12.

5K/1K Walk Run is next weekend, October 23rd.  They are still looking for volunteers.  Call Deb Sanders by tomorrow: 10/18.

Delegates:  there is a certain number allowed for the Service Unit, and to older girls in the groups.  Our current delegates are Jerry, Kay R. and Leslie M.  They are allowed to vote at Council / National meetings.

More information available on the council website “Member Resources”: Council Delegates.

Grants for Girls:  Complete the appropriate form (on council website: “Member Resources” / “Council Forms” / “Grants”) and send to Debbie C.  Include information on top of form and then break down details in lower part of form.

This is ideal for girls who can’t pay dues, uniforms, insignia.

Troops can pay for these girls if they have the funds.

Sometimes dues can be pro-rated and then collected in full after cookie sales.

There are grants for events and camping too.

Kristy M. – spoke about Friends of Girl Scouts

Funds will be used for Magic Sky Ranch improvements.

Suggestion: instead of $25 donation, ask for $1 / $2 from each girl.  Every bit counts.

Timeline for matching grants is: December 1.

100% participation from the troop qualifies for chance to win all expenses paid camping trip.

Troops and families that donate $250 or more can decorate a tile for the friendship fireplace.

For more information, check out the council website “Giving & Partners”: Light the Fire and Friends of Girl Scouts.

Form was included in the leader’s packet handed out in Sept. to show who donated and the amount.

Deanne M. – Winter Event

December 3rd, 12 noon – 3 pm, Breckenridge:  Blue River Plaza

$ 5 / girl:  includes patch and 1 ticket for ride on horse & carriage.

Notes:  each troop should bring a snack to share, hot chocolate will be provided, girls can make an animal-friendly ornament for the tree, Troops are asked to contribute a 6 ft piece of edible garland,  Toy Drive: bring a new, unwrapped toy, wear uniforms.

Stay after 3 to see Santa and the Breckenridge Town tree lighting ceremony.

Make an ornament at the Barney Ford Museum.

The flyer with more details and invitations is on the TOW website.

Families are welcome or make plans with Troop leaders for girls who will not be accompanied by a parent or guardian.

Karen D. – Winter/Spring Camp.  Karen handed out flyer.

Plan is to have a Theatre camp, March 24-26.  Register by January 9 to pay for lodging.  Only room for 86 more.  

Troops are asked to bring a queen-size sheet.

Meals: bring dinner for Friday night, or there are nearby restaurants.

Menu:  check out the TOW website.

Theatre camp will include:  acting, dancing, singing, lighting, costume design.

Program aides should talk to Karen.

Cost:  $45 / girl which includes $8 program fees.  The rest goes to Council and is due 1/9/06.

Troop overnight requirements:  Must have session A & B completed to bring your troop.  Consider ratio of girls to adults when planning total number of people to register.

Lisa M. – Communications

Website is up and running.  Those of you who want all the e-mail from Council should contact Debbie C. to get on her distribution list.  Council notes will be posted to the internet and not forwarded via e-mail from gstopworld.  Send flyers / communications/ Q&A to gstopworld@yahoo.com to post.

Debbie C. – Service Team Roundtable 

Planned for 10/26 in Denver.  6:30-9.  RSVP by 10/24 to Barb @ 303-607-4857.  School Coord., QSP Director, Cookie Directors are all invited.  Watch for e-mail flyer.

Jerry / Debbie – Cookie Director(s) needed for Summit County.  

Training will be held between 11/28 – 12/31.  Looking for 2 person team, 1 with book-keeping skills, 1 that can follow directions.

Need to participate in training.

Dorothy, from Council, needs to know asap.

They do not need to be a person with a girl scout.

Cookie Director(s) train Cookie Moms and hold Cookie Meetings.

Round 1 begins 12/1 so time is of the essence.

Talk to the parents in your troop, get the word out any way you can.

Contact Jerry and Debbie if you have any leads.  THANKS!

Karen D. – Summer Camp program aide information (7th grade and up)

They start planning for camp the entire week before.  Seniors are looking for younger troops to take on program aide responsibilities.  Gives girls a chance to lead, although we recognize not all girls want to be a P.A.

Watch for e-mail that will include a “request for program aides” in the coming days.  Also check TOW website “Leader Links”.  Return the form to Karen.

Mary Ann L. / Jocy S:  School District Building/Facility Fee:  

Facilities Manager, Kerry Barth, is willing to give our troops a discount if we tell them our dates and times and come up with the total for the service unit.  Lisa will send out the request via e-mail.  It will also be posted on the TOW website “Summit School District – Facilities Fee Policy Info”.

Troops should pay their invoice through 12/31/2005.  We will negotiate the discount after all the troops tell us what the total cost will be.  Please try to get this information to Lisa by 12/15 so we can approach the school leaders early next year.  

We want to see what response we get from parents and community members, so this is not seen as a “girl scout” complaint.  Facilities fees could amount to hundreds of dollars for our service unit – our focus is to put that money to better use.  Think of it in terms of what are our girls giving up, money for camping/activities, by paying fees to use our tax-supported schools when we aren’t asking them to turn up the heat, turn on the lights or make any more work for their custodians.

Meeting adjorned:  9:25 pm.

Submitted by: Lisa M., Troop 2070

