Jean Lorrah’s Response to First Email ---------------------------- Sent :  June 20th, 2003

Response Received:  June 25th, 2003

Hi, Sean and Jennings,

I will be a little slow and brief in answering you because I'm a working author with a book deadline--I have to finish a major rewrite in the next week. Then the first week in July I will have limited e-mail because I will be going to Seattle to teach a writing workshop and appear on the program at WesterCon promoting my latest books.

But you are not at the promotion stage yet--first you have to write your books!

At 10:40 AM 06/20/2003 -0400, you wrote:
>Dear Ms. Lorrah,
>
> We are students from the Governor's Scholar Program in Northern Kentucky
>University and we are in Mr. Frank Ward's Literary Studies class. My name is
>Sean Chandler and I am going to be a senior at Shelby County High School. I
>enjoy soccer, poetry, and music. My partner's name is Jennings Xu who
>will be
>a senior at Paul Laurence Dunbar High School in Lexington. He enjoys music
>composition, swing dancing, and Ultimate Frisbee.
> We are both science fiction fans and we are wondering how you sit
> down and
>begin your work?

The first thing to do is turn your idea into a plot. Ideas are way less than a dime a dozen--Jacqueline Lichtenberg and I say we have to beat ideas off with a stick. It's turning the idea into a story that is the hard part. After that, the job is to discover exactly where that story starts. I don't know how many times I have had to come back and chop the first few pages out of a manuscript because I started to write at a point before the story began. Here is an article I wrote a few years ago when I was trying to turn an idea into a story: http://www.simegen.com/school/workshop/WORKConflictbyJean.html .

> Also, how do you tie everything together at the end of a
>novel? We both also have trouble in making strong, suspenseful climaxes and
>we are wondering if you have any advice.

Both Jacqueline and I have a great deal of advice. You will find an article called "How to Find the Beginning" at http://www.simegen.com/school/workshop/WORKOutlineBeginning.html . My article, "The Character Driven Plot" at http://www.simegen.com/school/beginners/WORKCharacterDrivenPlot.html discusses how the protagonist must be the person to resolve the conflict or the ending will not work.

However, you have not asked the big question, which is how to find the *conflict* in the story you are writing. That is the backbone of every story, and if you are having trouble making your story work, most often it is that you are not clear about conflict. Here is a workshop on conflict http://www.simegen.com/school/workshop/WORKConflict1.html , and here is an article by screenwriter Anne Pinzow about using movies and television as textbooks to learn conflict http://www.simegen.com/school/workshop/visualwriting/MoviesTVTextbooks.html .

That should get you started!

I'll look forward to hearing from you again.

Jean Lorrah


Jean Lorrah, jean.lorrah@murraystate.edu Latest news: www.jeanlorrah.com
Now available to order: BLOOD WILL TELL http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1932100032/rereadablebooksr/
WINNER: Lord Ruthven Award for best vampire novel! LORIE award for best paranormal!
Visit my "Kiss of Death/Kiss of Life" website to read the first
chapter and download a FREE short story.
http://www.simegen.com/writers/bloodwilltell/
“American Idle”

By:  Sean Chandler

June 20th, 2003

There’d be no Simon, no Paula, no Randy this time

Just the writer (that’s me) giving each room to shine.

Not singers, not dancers, not pop stars, mind you, but

Rather something to be remembered in a century or two.

The contestants were eager, each hoping to win, and

I considered them all at the time they walked in.

These contestants, by the way, though, are not people, you see, but

Ideas each competing to weave my next story.

Some were dramatic and many made you sick after a while.

Others were comedic, but rarely caused smiles, and

The protagonists were trite, always lacking in style.

The villains weren’t classic no matter how vile.

My eyes became heavy and, still, nothing seemed right, and

The trials drew on into the lateness of night.

Surely some notion would appeal to my taste, 

Be exciting to write and leave no time to waste.

Oh how some had started well, but they soon ran short on what to tell, and

While some were powerful at first, they later couldn’t ring a bell.

Was I searching too hard or maybe moving on too quickly?

What would it take to make an idea stick with me, and

Will I even know it when the right idea finally hits me

Or will I wither away until I’m forced to give up completely?

Then I had a new thought which was never conceived:
The problem is that I seek to write only for me, and

While that didn’t mean that my quest would now be of ease,

I made sure to remember that there are others to please.

