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                                     The Fight for our Rights

     Since the beginning of mankind every man, woman and child has been a possessor of 

certain common rights. Some people have tried to deprive others from them, but there are 

always persons brave enough that had dedicated their lives to defend and fight for our 

rights as well as theirs. Today “Human Rights” is a very important issue that is being 

debated even at this moment in distinct parts of the world. Many wars have been fought 

because of them through the human history and some are still being fought today. 

Counter parts and opposite point of views have always existed for everything, so why 

should it be any different now? There are folks that want to own the world and there are 

others that want to share it. For this reason and many others, organizations have and are 

being formed to avoid the bloodshed of our brothers and sisters.

     Examples of rights are the liberty of expression, association and religion. They were 

first recognized in part by the English Magna Carta (1215). This document established 

that nobody could be imprisoning without first being submitted to due process. The first 

time that these rights were really named and defined was in 1776 by the Constitution of 
Virginia (U.S.A). This Constitution had a special part named the “Declaration of Rights”.  Later in 1789, after their revolution, the French made the “Declaration des troits de l’homme ET du citoyen” (Declaration of the Rights of the man and of the citizen).  This was used later as an introduction to their first Constitution (1791) and many European countries adopted it.

     In recent times, after many conflicts and injustices, these rights have returned more alive than ever in the “Declaration of Universal Human Rights”. This ordinance was adopted and proclaimed by the General Assembly of the United Nation (Dec. 10, 1948). It starts with a preamble saying that “Whereas recognition of inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world, …”(1). This manifesto prohibits slavery, torture; but it also affirms the rights of freedom of thought, expression, association and reunion. But like any positive thing it has a negative side. The declaration only binds morally the States members, and not always in an effective way. If a country does not respect it the citizen that has been wrong cannot take any legal measures about it.

     During World War II (1939- 1945) every known right was violated. Good and clear examples of this are the tortures and murders of the Jews, homosexuals, Gypsies and handicapped in Europe. The Nazis thought that they were the chosen race to rule humanity because of their supposedly pureness. The Third Reich (German Government) was Adolph Hitler’s instrument to make true his monstrous scheme that was to conquer the world and to put a “final solution to the Jewish problem”. Millions of people died and suffered during the Great Holocaust, every soul that stood in their way. After the Nuremberg trial (1945-1946) , where Nazi war criminals were judged, a precedent was set. The Chief Prosecutor for the U.S. Justice Robert Jackson  stated that even if they were following orders from their Fiürer they were just as guilty as Hitler was for crimes against humanity. 

     Even though precedents were set and examples were made, crimes against human rights happen almost everyday. The 20th century has not been the only century where injustices were committed. The Holy Inquisition, the Trials of Salem, the persecutions of Christians during one period of the Roman Empire, and many others. When are we going to stop hurting each other? We still have a lot of road to cover before we learn to live at peace all together. No matter what is ahead the fight for our rights must go on. Our children deserve a world where peace is something real and not just a dream.   






