i thank You God for most this amazing

 In the poem “ i  thank You God for most this amazing” by Edward Estling Cummings uses literary devices, such as syntax and allusion, to show how the author or the speaker of the poem had been reborn in a spiritual way and thanks God for it. The speaker in the poem is letting us know that he had been given a second chance and now he sees everything from a different perspective since he was reborn. 

     The first literary device that I would like to explain would be the syntax of the poem. A dictionary defines the syntax as the pattern of information of sentences or phrases in a language. I will specially explain one of the most peculiar things on the poem-the structure. We can see that in the poem all the words are in lower case, with the exception of “You God”. The speaker is letting us know by this that the poem is kind of a prayer to God. By capitalizing only these two words, he’s expressing his respect and admiration to our superior being, God. This example supports the theme of the poem since he thanks God and it’s from and by God that he had been reborn. Another peculiarity of the structure is that the author didn’t use exact sentences anywhere in the poem. There is not a single period in the entire poem. He only used some semicolons and colons. Regarding some information I found about the author, Cummings mentions that a period represents an absolute end and it would conflict with his ideas of the rest of the poem. This kind of structure lets the poem flow more evenly. The speaker is letting us know just that message – his reaction to his new opportunity on life (personal rebirth because of God) and did not need any periods or to capitalize any other words than “You God”.

         The second and last literary device I would like to explain would be the allusion used in the poem. This technique is one of the most important elements used to expose the theme of the poem. The fifth line: “(i who have died am alive again today)” is the climax of the poem. We can see that the line is in parenthesis because the speaker is letting us know a very important message, a message that can be interpreted in two aspects. First, the poem’s theme, rebirth. He was dead before knowing about God; and he feels alive again because he was given a second chance to realize all the wonderful things God created. This line can also be seen from a religious aspect. He can mean by the poem the resurrection of Jesus Christ. As Catholics know, Christ was crucified and he resurrected on the third day. When God was resurrected, he was pure and innocent, similar to the feeling the author describes in the poem. On the two last couplets of this poem: “(now the ears of my ears awake and the eyes of my eyes are opened)” we can also see that they are in parenthesis as well because they also have an important message, and is also an example of allusion. These final couplets support the main theme of the poem, his rebirth on a personal level. He’s expressing that his senses are extremely heightened. He didn’t just mention the ears awaking and the eyes opening. No, he clarified “(the ears of my ears and the eyes of my eyes)”. He realized everything more clearly and more specific. He supported in these lines how now he is awake and ready to appreciate and celebrate this new chance he had been given from God to be reborn.

        In conclusion, through the entire essay we saw how Cummings used literary devices such as syntax and allusion to express only one important and central idea, rebirth. We can all have second chances to be born again in a spiritual way. Personally, I believe this is what we most need, a chance to be more close to God and become better persons. Also to thank God for everything he has given us and realize that there are some miracles we still have to fight for.










