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On “The Road not Taken” by R. Frost

Robert Lee Frost, was born in San Francisco, California on 1874 and died 89 years later, 1963.  He was one of America's leading 20th-century poets and a four-time winner of the Pulitzer Prize.  Critics consider Frost as pastoral poet who wrote poems whose philosophical dimensions transcend any region. Such information is posted in the official webpage of Robert Frost: www.robertfrost.org.  He used techniques in the interaction of rhythm and meter and in the poetic use of the vocabulary of everyday speech. His poetry is both: traditional and experimental, regional and universal. 

Out of his extensive publications, and one of his most representative poems is “The Road Not Taken”.  This poem was part of his third book Mountain Interval published in 1916.   An electronic copy of it is also found in the Academy of American poets in www.poets.org. Reading this poem requires that a good understanding has to come from within.  That is, we have to read the poem out loud and listen to the tone, his rhythmic accent and the words poetically stressed.  It is then that one will realize that a man’s life can relate to a physical journey filled with many twists and turns. The route a man decides to take is not always an easy one because there are many options in life people face.

In the poem "The Road Not Taken" he talks about a moment in the speaker’s life in which he is walking down a rural road and encounters a point on his travel that diverges into two separate similar paths. The two paths represent the options a man has to choose from. When facing these decisions, a man has to weigh his options carefully to make the best choice. At the split in the road, the speaker looks far down both the two paths to see what each of the paths will bring. The speaker’s sight is limited- his eyes can only see the path until it bends into "the undergrowth." The author shows the man’s attempts to tell which path is better by trying to foresee what each will behold down the road. Both roads appear to be "about the same" in their purpose. The first of the two paths is the more common route than the other less traveled path, which "wanted wear." Frost presents a classic conflict- the decision between the common easy path and the exceptional challenging path. 

After pondering between the two "fair" roads, he finally decides to take the road "less traveled by"; knowing he cannot see where it will lead. Traveling down the second road, the speaker still yearns to travel both paths- he "keeps the first for another day." As the narrator proceeds down the unworn path, he realizes there will be no way he can ever experience the other route. The speakers utters: "Yet knowing how way leads on to way, / I doubted if I should ever come back."  The narrator "sighs" at the end of the poem gratified with his choice to take the uncommon road, yet also sighing that he may have missed something. Making "all the difference" by taking the road "less traveled" the speaker becomes a product of his decision. 

Every poet has pieces that distinguish and characterize their writing styles.  For us (who are you?), “The Road Not Taken” is significant to the poet’s complete work. When the poem is read in depth one can uncover reasons why it is considered representative of his craft.  For instance, it was written during the turbulent times of WWI, in 1916, in which Frost had left Europe a year before.  Also it has a humane theme that can be symbolic of everyday decisions, which guide our outcomes in daily life. (For information on a biographical approach seek http://www.ketzle.com/frost.)

 This particular idea ties many of Frost’s philosophical themed poems by expressing the need for humanistic bonds.  For example: “Birches” and “Mending Wall”, which also have messages that transcend.   "The Road Not Taken" can be interpreted universally as a representation of the conflict a man faces when making a choice by presenting a man’s limitation to explore life’s different possibilities.  Man can opt to take the common route, which is the more reliable, and have a predictable outcome in life or he can opt to take the “less traveled" road; which represents the gamble of facing a more difficult path in life in hope to achieve a unique one.  In the end, we reflect over the decisions we have made, and like Frost, sigh, discovering they have made “all the difference”.







