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First of all, the reason I had selected this topic is that, about two years ago I studied this poet named Nicanor Parra and I just got into my mind his feelings towards poetry and I just like them very much.  So I decide to find more information about him and share it with you.

Nicanor Parra and the anti-poetry
What is anti-poetry?  Anti- poetry is a literary gender or current created by the poet Nicanor Parra.  Here in this essay I will show you the different aspects of the anti-poems and the perspectives of the father of this literary current and the symbol that he represents in this gender of literature.  Also, we will be exposed to the ideology of Parra related to the schematized literature and the positive and negative aspects of the anti-poetry.  This essay will be about the schemes from Nicanor Parra’s perspectives and the beginning of the anti-poetry movement in literature.

Parra, in my opinion, is not a human being who likes to have certain rules that guide him through the duties of life.  Parra expresses a contrary feeling to the idea of schematizing the written work of the poets.  The anti-poetry poets when they do their work they don’t think about the schemes, they just write fluidly, they improvise and the art of creating beauty shows in the ideas and words of their poems. One thing that Parra has made very clear is that he does not want the readers to schematize his feelings involved in the poetry.  To Nicanor Parra the anti-poetry is “an ironic revelation of this problematic world, done in an anti-rhetoric language often surprising.”  .  In other words, the anti- poetry for Parra is simply a movement in literature that implies not following schemes when writing poetry, just write as free as you feel. 

All this definition of the term anti-poetry, can be appreciated in some of his poems in his book “Poems and anti-poems” (1954).  Some of the titles are: “Los vicios del mundo moderno”, “Hay un día feliz”, “Es olvido”, “Amoros”.  In these poems he represents physical, emotional and spiritual problems, but above all, he also includes problems and critiques related to the government and society.  It seems that Parra has a conflict against the government, because he thinks that the government is responsible for making a schematized society by using laws to control the people.

Poetry is maybe, the most complex gender of literature, because it is full of images, hidden meanings in the words, symbols, meter and rhythm.  The meter is the one that is directly unrelated to the anti-poetry, because it implies following different types of formats when writing poetry.  The meter indicates the quantity of syllables in every verse of the poem, the number of strophes in the poem and the way the strophes are collocated.  Parra does not follow any of these schemes, as I said before, he just breaks them and in some way he challenges any person to analyze his poems and find any aspect of meter in any poem.  


The beginning of the anti-poetry is a reaction to a literature severely schematized.  The idea of not being ruled by literary laws was well accepted by the writers.  Nicanor Parra in his book, he did more that a dozen poems that made him won the National Prize of Literature in 1969 and 1991, which proves that he really is the father and founder of the anti-poetry.  In his own words:  “Poetry is life in words.  Life is not always the same”.  We cannot –paraphrasing Parra-write in the same poetry schemes in order to express something so changeable. This is the only rule and whole credo of creation of the anti-poetry.


The anti-poetry has positive and bad reactions in literature.  I think that to say if a literary work is good or bad is only a matter of perspective or point of view.  A literary work has as many interpretations as readers.  This means that every time a person reads a literary piece a new interpretation comes up.  The people that are dedicated to study and analyze literature are the ones that classify the text as good or bad.  The negative point of anti-poetry is that the traditional writers don’t like the idea of not following schemes.  So, they think that anti-poetry is negative for the literature and reject it altogether.  The positive aspect of the anti-poetry is that you are free to write as you want, as you feel better.  Because of this, anti-poetry is well accepted but many people who want to break with traditional poetry writing.


Personally it is because of the anti-poetry that I started to like more poetry. I can be free to analyze the meaning of the word and the content of the poem.  What the poem has to say to us is the really important thing of poetry and the beauty of it and according to my opinion this is the place of the literary analysis that deserves our time and energy. 

Note:

I know it’s a long essay but, it is because I just like this theme and there is way too much information about this literary current, anti-poetry.

*LOS VICIOS DEL MUNDO MODERNO

Los delincuentes modernos          


Están autorizados para concurrir diariamente a parques








                y jardines.        


Provistos de poderosos ante ojos y de relojes de bolsillo      


Entran a saco en los kioskos favorecidos por la muerte           


E instalan sus laboratorios entre los rosales en la flor.            


Desde allí controlaban a fotógrafos y mendigos que de ambulaban 







                            Por los alrededores.
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Nicanor Parra (1914- ), poeta chileno. Nació en San Fabián de Alico, zona agrícola de Chillán, en el seno de una familia de artistas populares. El padre era improvisador de versos; la madre, tejedora. Alternó sus estudios de matemáticas y física y su ejercicio como catedrático en esas especialidades con el quehacer literario; cofundador de la Revista Nueva, ocasional cultor del cuento y del ensayo, es, sobre todo, poeta.


Inicialmente evocativo y sentimental en Cancionero sin nombre (1937), más tarde adoptó en definitiva la línea que él mismo denomina “antipoesía”, revelación irónica e iconoclasta de un mundo problemático, hecha en lenguaje antirretórico, coloquial, a menudo sorprendente. Esta renovación de proyecciones internacionales, comienza en Poemas y antipoemas (1954) y se prolonga en una docena de obras más. Obtuvo el premio Nacional de Literatura en 1969 y en 1991, el internacional Juan Rulfo en su primera entrega.ADVANCE \u 3
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