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We are affected daily by the things happening in our lives, sometimes we don’t even notice it and other times it is very obvious, if not to us then to the people around us. Writing is a way of expression, a way of channeling certain feelings in a positive way.   When we analyze a person’s writing we can get a bit into that person’s mind.   

A very interesting writer and at the same time complicated to understand is Flannery O’Connor.   I will use the psychoanalytical approach to get inside the mind of this amazing writer.   We will try to understand how the different things that happened in her life affected her and her work.   How she channeled all the emotions and feelings inside of her and plastered them on her stories.   She put a part of herself in all her stories; some are easy to point, others, not so.   


To understand what is on the mind of a person we need to know what that person went through.   I will start analyzing Flannery O’Connor’s life in general, first with her birth on March 25, 1925 in Savannah, Georgia.  Her parents were catholic and her father died of Lupus when she was 15 years old.   Later O’Connor was diagnosed with the same decease. When we take all this facts of her life and put them together we can determine how they influenced her.   If we use Freud’s interpretation of literature, which is, that literature is a form of channeling emotions on a mature way, we can see that is exactly what O’Connor did.


In order to completely understand her we will go through the most important episodes of her life, step by step; First she was born in the south where racism was very common at that time and that obviously affected her because she wrote about it in most of her stories.   Other very influential fact is that she was a catholic and before we analyze her in that specific fact I want to make clear that one of the teachings of Christianity is that we are all sinners, impure and weak and if we do not repent for our sins then we are going to hell for all eternity.   Other important point is believing in the immortal soul, which leaves the body after death, and depending on how the person lived his/her life his/her soul would go to heaven or to hell.   I think believing that must be really terrifying for a person, and even more knowing that will die soon.   O’Connor was diagnosed with Lupus when she was twenty-five years old and was disabled and had to live with her mother until she died at the age of thirty-nine.   All that pressure and sadness may have been stored inside of her and her subconscious.   That is probably the reason why she writes about adults living with their parents and not being able to make it on their own, because she could not be independent herself and that frustrated her. The situations that she went through, like where she was born, her religious believes, her father’s death because of Lupus and her own life being sick with a decease that weakens and deforms your body little by little but leaving the mind unaffected and having to live depending on others. Until the death comes many damages affect the person psychologically. This tends to make the person bitter.   In O’Connor’s case this is not what happened because she was a mature person that used her emotions in a positive way, which was writing instead of hiding and disappearing and that is something to admire.      


People could say that she is mad at something, probably life because she feels cheated.   I personally do not believe that, to me she is seeing life from other perspective where she wants to tell us that life is short and we could die any moment but she is not telling us that we should enjoy it, she is telling us to live a life that is good under the criteria of her religion.   She believes strongly in this, it goes to the point where she believes she is right and everybody else is not and because she has to find a way of telling this to the world she writes about it in an indirect way to make it more interesting to the reader.   Because she knows that she will die she does what she believes is right, which is to teach other people to do the correct thing, again, according to her religion.   She believes ignorance is a sin so in her stories this is brutally punished, sometimes even more than evil, probably because it is less obvious to the readers.   

To analyze O’Connor we need to use her stories as examples and the hidden messages inside them because that way we can have a better understanding of her work.   Before I start analyzing the story it is important to know that the use of symbolism and irony are crucial in the psychological approach because they are a way of expressing, certain feelings in an indirect way.   I will use “Good Country People” to prove and explain that because in this particular story O’Connor uses a great deal of symbolism and irony at the same time. The story deals with the major subjects of nature, religion, individualism vs. social responsibility, love, realism and the grotesque aspects of human nature. In the story we have Joy one of the main characters and even her name is ironic because she is as bitter as she can possibly be.   She is an atheist and lives with her mother being a thirty-year-old woman.   She has a wooden leg that O’Connor clearly uses to represent the girl’s soul.   To her, Joy is the worst kind of people because she is spiritually void and in O’Connor’s point of view that is a terrible thing.     We should remember that she uses physical abnormalities to represent an internal or spiritual defect.   Joy changes her name to Hulga; she also has a problem with her heart.   As the story progresses she ends up trying to seduce a bible salesman that seems really nice but ends up being a sick pervert that steals Hulga’s wooden leg which symbolizes her soul and runs away with it.   What Flannery O’Connor could have had tried to tell us is that evil can be anywhere and usually when we least expect it.   I personally do not think that is her intention, it is clear to me that she wants us to understand that mediocrity, atheism and spiritually void people are worst than purely perverse people.   That is very explicitly said in the story where the bible salesman tells Hulga; “you ain’t so smart.   I been believing in nothing ever since I was born”
 and runs away outsmarting Hulga and she ends up being just a rebellious “girl” that has to live with her mother being thirty years old.   That is a very clear example of irony.   


The psychoanalytical approach is a very useful way of analyzing an author and what was going through the mind of the author at the time he was writing the story.   On the other hand, if a person wants a complete analysis of a story he should use all the literary approaches not just one.   If we use only the psychological approach we leave out the historical facts or the literary elements such as setting, imagery, plot and others that are important when we analyze a literary work.


I really enjoyed this paper and using the psychoanalytical approach for several reasons, the first one is that I find anything that has to do with the human mind very interesting; an other reason is that this paper helped me get a broader understanding of the mind of a writer and the purpose of writing something.   The paper changed my point of view, regarding the preconception that a literary job was made to just read it; now I know that there is more to it, like what motivated the author to write it, and that there is a purpose in every literary work. 
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These are some links I founded interesting that could help you understand more Connor’s life:

· http://library.gcsu.edu/~sc/foc.html 

· http://library.gcsu.edu/~sc/focfminfo.html - this link has many films based on O’Connor’s writings.

· Papers on Short Stories


Click here to go to the top

If you have any comment on my essay, write to me at pr_anita@hotmail.com
[image: image4.wmf] I selected the Bohemian Rhapsody because the lyrics are about a man who know he’s going to die and writes a song for his friends and family, also because he specifically addresses to her mother in the song (I related his story to O’Connor’s).
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