Human Cloning


Should humans be cloned? Is it possible to clone a human being? Is there moral and ethics behind clonation? These are some questions that many people ask about this controversial issue. We have the technology to do it. We have the resources and the materials, but do we have ethical permission to do it? For some people cloning is good, because of the benefits we can get. Animal extinction can be no longer a problem. Matrix cells (cells that can be converted in any tissue, muscular, neural, etc) can be developed. But when we talk about humans is way far different. In this essay I want to expose the problems that scientists have found in their way to clone humans.

Genetics have attracted scientists for centuries. In 323 BC, Aristotle speculates of the reproduction principles and heredity. In 1676 Genetics is really going to spring forth with the discovery of the sexual reproduction of plants. In 1966 scientists decipher the entire genetic code of the DNA, opening minds for a new vision and an engineering field, Genetic Engineering. In July 5th of 1996 after many expensive researches and hard work Dolly was born. The first mammal to be cloned; dreams were becoming reality, doors were getting opened, dinosaurs and other extinguished animals were rising in the heads of the people and minds were flying. Indeed, Dolly’s birth gave new ideas for scientists to research. And one of those ideas was to clone, in a future not far from us, a human being.

From then to our days many countries have established laws in general terms for cloning animals, and especially laws to prohibit human cloning. These laws had been established for moral and human ethics. Many cloned animals like monkeys, cows, goats, mice and some others had been born with abnormalities; strange sicknesses or they’re already dead before birth. There are two main objections to human cloning. The first one is Ethics. Will the cloned person really manage to live or it will be used for so undergo so many experiments, that at the end he’ll ask himself, why do they do this to me since he will have feelings!! But…is he/she going to have a soul? Will he have a spirit like any one else? The second objection is medicine; it could be a catastrophic way to bring new sicknesses and dangerous genetic abnormalities like we find in the animals that experimentally have been cloned. Dolly died two months ago by an early pulmonary infection that is common in old sheep from 11 years and up. Dolly suffered pre old age.
Clonaid, a company created by the Raelians sect, said to have cloned several babies these last months, but they still haven’t demonstrated their affirmations. 

Researchers from the University of Pittsburgh assure that they have identified crucial differences between the way that the DNA in apes gets copied and the way of other animals. In magazine “Science” they affirm that the DNA in ape cloned cells don’t divide as easily as with other species; some produce more genetic information, others produce less and others do not even have genetic info. So if this happens with apes that have very look alike genetic info as humans, what can happen with human cloned cells? The scientists conclude that human clonation has never been, and it happens it will fail.

The truth is that we don’t know what is going on in the clandestine laboratories, we don’t know if we already have a centaur, or any other shamelessly created innocent creature. Science is going further every day. We have so many deceases and sicknesses; let’s try stopping them, not creating more of them. Scientists are playing with fire, they can use it for a good reason or they can get burned, and burned seriously. It depends on us, the future scientists, engineers, doctors and other professionals, to keep human ethics rolling.
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