Junior Lock-In Event Ideas

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Hi Martha :)  I've been considering doing a Junior Lock-in for 2 years now.

My younger daughter's troop has mostly 3rd graders in it and I'd like to take

them to one of our camps and do fun stuff to get them more interested in

camping. Here are some things I have done in the past and would like to do in

the future. I haven't checked these links, so some may no longer work.

Laura Owens

GS of Kentuckiana

Louisville

1. GirlPower! patch booklet - I got the booklets w/a patch in them for $1.25

or $1.50 at my council shop. You can order tons of free stuff from the

GirlPower! website to give at take-home things.

http://www.health.org/gpower/index.htm  You can even get really nice sports

bottles for under a dollar, I think ...

2. Badges from the Junior Handbook: Arts and Media, Discovering Technology,

Girls are Great, Healthy Living, Looking Your Best, Science Discovery, and

Talk! If you're going to do a lock-in at camp, you could do Your Outdoor

Surroundings.

3. GirlSports 2000 event - Plan activities around the Sports or Sports

Sampler badges and work in GS2000 activities. You would probably have to get

Junior input on the planning side to qualify for the GS2000 part.

4. Water Drop Patch - info on GSUSA website

I like to focus on science because so many girls shy away from that or don't

know it can be fun.

For Science Discovery, you could do:

1. bubbleologist activities(have them make their own bubble solution and

bubble wands plus take home some solution in a film canister)

2. secret writing (chemical change activities)

4. make a kaleidoscope

5. optical illusions

6. Mathematical Moire (lined patterns)

*9. participate in a science-activity fair -- you could add other experiments

to the ones above that might involve stars/space/women in science, solar

energy(pringles can or pizza box cookers), water or wind power (windmills or

pin wheels?), energy conservation, environmental things.

(pringles cooker: http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Pointe/9385/pringle.htm)

(pinecones that burn in colors: http://chemistrystore.com/Pine_Cones.htm)

My Juniors are going to have a sleepover sometime and work on Looking Your

Best:

1. Mend a piece of clothing (you could have them make a pouch from a jean

pocket? or make a stuff sack? teach them how to sew on a button, sew on a

patch, and sew with a needle and thread and they would be doing the same

proceedures as fixing something) (stuff sacks:

http://www.isd.net/stobin/document2/StuffSacks.html)

2. Fashion show with a theme (announce it before the event so the girls will

bring something -- sleepwear, perhaps?)

3. Hairstyle party - try to get a bunch of combs donated from a big insurance

company or maybe have them printed up ahead of time. Let the girls make

shampoo for concentrate (http://chemistrystore.com/shampoo_concentrates.htm)

then taking some home in film canisters. (See, sneaking science in where they

least expect it!)

7. Group Health Fest - incorporate this into the snacks and breakfast

9. "Looking Your Best" booklet, poster, video, or collage

I'd also sneak science in by letting the girls make cosmetics, bath products,

etc. Here is another website that has lots of these things as gift ideas.

http://www.geocities.com/PicketFence/7191/gifts.html

You cold also make something that smells nice for nursing home patients. I

think MakingFriends.com has an idea for a potpourii light catcher ... they

could make powder for a nursing home. Each girl could make 2 - one to keep

and 1 to donate. Fill baby food jars (contact a day care for free ones) 3/4

full with cornstarch. Add a drop of essential oil (vanilla is pretty neutral)

and shake til their heart's content.

Since you'll be doing a lock-in at night, it might be fun to take the girls

out to look at the stars. You could point out what is up there.

Junior, Cadette and Seniors attended a Service 

Unit Lock-in at the local YMCA.

What a Success!!!!!  The girls where broke into round robins and spent 

time swimming, playing volleyball, watching movies, have snacks, 

playing games, dancing, and just hangin' out!

We had daisy girls through Senior girls!  The older girls where so 

great with the younger ones, while playing volleyball and the rest of 

the time also.

Although none of us leaders got any sleep, that would be because the 

older girls kept us in the gym all night serving the volleyball, we 

survived!

This was a great event, and the evaluations deemed it worthy to 

repeat!

Hi, I'm from GS of Central Maryland.  We do a Mall Lock in for Junior GS 

every year.  These Juniors are allowed to roam the mall with partners... We 

are the only ones in the Mall.  The mall closes at 9:30 to the publc and 

girls begin to arrive about 10:30.  At 11:45 everyone is signed in.  The 

girls spend the entire time working on badges, having fun - hanging out with 

friends in the food court, visiting the few stores that stay open and 

dancing to the DJ in the food court.  The badge committee plans which badges 

will be done (math whiz and puzzler every year).  A theme is selected each 

year and a few badges relate to the theme.  This year the theme is "On with 

the Show".  We are doing the following badges:  Theatre, Music Lover, 

puzzler, prints and graphics, math whiz and a few I can't remember.  Each 

troop is given all the supplies (from the committee) and instructions to 

complete one requirement for the a badge.  Each badge gets the same color 

table cloth for all the requirements and they are all located near each 

other on a wing/hallway.

   At a mandatory meeting we are given the supplies, given our check in time 

etc.  Each troop must provide one primary security person and one alternate 

security person and they and the leader must attend the mandatory meeting.  

The security personnel meet separate from the leaders and learn what is 

expected of them... they walk the mall with walke talkies, wear orange vests 

and then they get to rest on cots.  They are the only people that get food 

and cots.  The leaders and parent helpers must bring their own food.  Each 

troop leader receives a fire evacuation plan with the registration packet.

  Upon check in the leader picks up passports for all her girls.  The whole 

thing begins with an opening ceremony then the tables open for the girls.  

The girls take their passports around with them and get a stamp as they 

finish each requirement.  Later most leaders collect these to track the 

badges and returns them when they are finished documentation.

   A DJ comes in about 2:30 in the morning and does lots of fun contests 

with the girls.  There is always an optional "contest" each year.  This year 

each troop was randomly given a song from a musical.  (my troop is doing 

Hair from "Hair")  We will be given a time to come to the food court and 

"perform".  Our GS council will bring the GS van to sell gs items for a few 

hours.  No one sleeps at this except the security people on a rotating 

basis.

   I wish this was done for our Cadettes and Seniors... who knows, maybe one 

year they will and I'll help!

If you want more information, feel free to e-mail me and I'll try to answer 

your questions.

Dianna Stugen

Aberdeen, MD

Our Council does a Mall lock-in for all ages and we spend the night in the

mall.  Some stores are not open, but those that appeal to the girls do stay

open and do VERY well.  The council also has additional activities for the

girls - face painting, dress-up, kareoke, crafts, line dancing, and a

zillion other things I can't think of right now.  Each girl is asked to

bring two food items for the food pantry for a service project.  The rescue

squad is there and the girls can tour the vehicle.  The council shop van is

there and girls can buy stuff from the van.  

Everyone brings a sleeping bag, but most girls do not sleep much - if at

all.  Girls must have a buddy, but they can roam the mall.  The council pays

for extra security that night and it costs the girls $3.00 each for the

event.  The patch is included.  The girls all have a blast and the council

limits participation to 1000 people.  I think we get to around 800 or so.

It is a lot of girls.  

Stores like Claire's, K B Toys, Dollar Tree, Spencers Gifts, book store,

coffee shop, all food stores, do a wonderful business that night.  If some

of the bigger stores would stay open they would do well because the leaders

would buy - but they don't.  

I don't think this is exactly what you were thinking of, but it has worked

for us.

Hope it helps.

Jennie Blakeney

Commonwealth Girl Scout Council

Cynthia-

Our council does an annual event called Mall Madness (Mall Magic this year).

At this event the mall closes at 9p.m. and then reopens to just the GS from

10pm to 5:30 a.m. About 1/2 the stores stay open all night plus there are

events like a planetarium last year and a magician this year. Yearly they

have hairstylists, crafts and Karaoke. Fun is had by all!!! The girls are

allowed to roam freely and are discouraged from "hanging with the adults".

The adults share "jobs" in 1 hour blocks to make sure doors are kept shut,

first aid etc. Once you are in you may not leave for any reason except

illness or emergency. Contact GSHVC ( Girls Scouts of the Huron Valley

Council) for information on how they started setting this up. The website is

GSHVC.org and email Margaret. Good luck!

Lisa in Ann Arbor

