Sweetheart, Me & My Guy Dance Event Ideas

--- vnmom1@attbi.com wrote:

> The Cadettes sounded as if they put on a fantastic

> Sweetheart Dance.

> Congratulations! My Juniors are putting one on for

> our Elementary School

> & I'm nervous. I'm thinking we need to add games. If

> anyone would like

> to help me with ideas, please e-mail me privately vnmom1@attbi.com

> 

> We have 2 rooms: 1) for eating & dancing & 2) one

> across the walkway for

> photos with the bathrooms to the right. I have moms

> helping with the

> registration & refreshments. I have a mom from

> another troop - had been

> in mine, helping me with the photos. Each troop is registering with 

> the girl number & list of girls & troop # if different

> (e.g. 2 GS in 2

> different troops register with 1 troop. Our cost $10

> per couple; $4 for

> additional girl. Our DJ is more expensive than in

> the past. We made the

> picture frames instead of buying ones for $2 a

> piece. I cut the blanks &

> the girls covered the frame. As they finished my

> adult helpers hot glue

> gunned the front to the back. All but 9 were

> completed in one meeting. I

> did those & hot glued the stand made from the frame

> cut out. The frame

> looks like a light blue sky with puffy white clouds.

> 

> 

> The girls & parents are coming early to decorate -

> 24 x 3 foot sky with

> white cotton clouds with the theme hanging below (GS Dreamin'). On the

> other side are GS posters with girls in karate,

> kayaking & climbing - as

> seen at our local BART stations. I'm borrowing an

> old one with

> elementary school age girls dressed as doctors,

> lawyers, etc. The girls

> made the center pieces - floral foam base wrapped in

> card paper &

> decorated with hearts & hearts on floral wire as the

> "flowers". At

> registration each girl receives a helium balloon

> attached to a balloon

> filled with bird seed to mark her place. She will

> write her dream - her

> sweetheart can too. I really like the idea that the

> balloon is wrapped

> in foil. Some balloons were next to each other and

> stuck - one already

> split. 

> 

> Our dances have traditionally had the couples bring

> a "box dinner" with

> the troop serving refreshments. The girls are

> deciding on the

> refreshments at our next meeting. I'm thinking each

> will contribute

> cookies & brownies. There will be water (a huge hit

> last year with the

> men) and lemonade. I'm going to ask the girls about

> sodas. I noted in

> last year the girls were hitting regular balloons

> back and forth. I'm

> thinking we do need some "games" because not all

> dads like to dance & I

> don't want the girls bored & getting into mischief.

> So that will be the

> last thing the girls decide. Balloon toss & a

> "pin-the-cloud" - with 3

> different levels - were things I've thought of

> through my fogged mind

> (bad cold). The dances will include the chicken

> dance, the bunny hop,

> macarama (sp), and limbo - I need to provide the

> sticks. I plan on 2

> lines: girls & men with 2 different heights. The

> dance is 2 hours

> including the "box dinner".

> 

> Photographs are well received but they don't like

> long lines &

> occasionally someone has been missed. [I still have

> to make the

> backdrop.] Since we have registration by troop & the

> girls' names, I

> plan to call to the photo room by troop when

> everyone is there. That way

> they don't wait in long lines & we can get a troop

> picture. For the late

> stragglers, I'll have an extra troop picture.

--- scoutdreams@webtv.net wrote:

> Okay, answering various questions here....

> 

> cost breakdown:

> 125 people x $5 = $625.  Patches were $75.  Picture

> taking supplies were

> $125.  Fountain and helium tank rental were $80.

> Decorations were $110.

> Food, drink, plates, napkins, cups were $185.  Party

> bags, candy, prizes

> were $50.

> 

> Tickets:

> Sold in advance through leaders.  None sold at door.

>  No refunds.  Price

> included all food and activities.  Nobody brought

> anything.  Some troops

> asked if they could make decorations which they gave

> us in advance to

> hang up for them.

> 

> Cad/Sr Group #2179: 

> 7 registered, 6 participated.   We have 2 in 8th

> grade, 1 in 9th, and 4

> in 10th. 3 leaders (we arranged the food trays and

> kept the

> food/beverage area well stocked and nice durig the

> event)  This was a

> Service Project for their Leadership IPP.   We meet

> once a month for

> sleepover meetings.  In Dec. we brainstormed all

> activities, food, etc.

> In Jan. we went on a shopping trip to purchase

> supplies.  Patches and

> photo supplies were ordered via the internet.  (We

> used my credit card

> for all purchases until the money came in)

> They divided up the at home activities by having 1

> order and pick up the

> fountain and helium tank, 1 filled the bouquet

> weights with cat litter,

> 1 decorated 2 boxes for the drawings and candy

> guesses, 1 put together

> the bingo bags, and 2 got together and filled the

> party bags.  I surfed

> the web and found/printed the bingo cards and cupid

> poop poem.    

> 

> Cupid Poop Poem:  www.holidayorganizer.com

> I couldn't send you flowers,

> and candy wouldn't do.

> Romantic cards just didn't

> Say the things I wanted to.

> 

> I got you something special.

> And here's the inside scoop.

> It's very rare and magical:

> A bag of Cupid Poop!

> 

> Tips on a He and Me Dance:

> Plan activities to keep it moving.  Left to their

> own devices the kids

> will run and the Dad's will sit and talk.  By having

> group activities

> such as games and dances it keeps everyone involved

> and interested.

> Keep food simple and plentiful.  The men enjoyed the

> cheese and

> pepparoni and the kids really scarfed up the sweets.

>  

> 

> The musical heart ball game went over better than we excepted.  

> Everyone was laughing, cheering, and having a grand time.

> Hint:  use only soft

> balls because it got a little wild with a lot of

> ball throwing :)  We

> used small beach balls found at LTM party store. 

> 

> Bingo was a good choice.  We intended to play 4

> games, but, only got

> through 2 for some reason.  Prizes were simple such

> as a heart sucker, a

> fancy valentine pencil, heart keychains found at the

> dollar store by the

> dozen.  They could pick one from a basket  when they

> won.

> 

> Proud:  You bet.  They did a fantastic job and

> showed everyone what

> teens can do given the chance.  The girls are

> thrilled with the

> compliments they are still receiving.  This was our

> SU's first He and Me

> event. In the past there had been county wide events

> and they were more

> on the borish side.   

From: Gail Branum [gailbranum@HOME.COM]

Several years ago my neighborhood had an event that they called "Boogie With A Buddy"  The year before the event had been "Build A Birdhouse With a Buddy".  The year after was "Something-or-other With a Buddy" (I honestly don't remember what it was).  But you get the picture.  In every case it was something that a girl could do with anyone, but was obviously something that tended to interest the fathers more than the mothers.  And in every case it was usually fathers that went, but those that didn't have fathers for one reason or another had brothers, uncles, grandfathers, mothers, grown siblings (male and female) and just about any type of adult you can think of accompany them.  They were always a huge success for all ages and no feelings were hurt by naming it something that discriminated in any way shape or form.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Here's the scoop on the dance (for the Tongass Times)

Friday April 6

7 to 9 p.m.

Riverbend Elementary School

"Millennium Madness: Me and My Guy"

or “Midpoint in the Millennium: Me and My Guy”

(which do you prefer? Any other ideas?)

A Dance for Girl Scouts and the Significant Adult Male in their Life

DJ, dance instruction, dance contests and more!

We'll dance to disco, jitterbug, current top 40 and we'll even learn to

waltz!

Please bring a can of food for the food bank.

Polaroid photos will be available for $2

Corsages will be available for purchase ($3 or $4?) (made by Cadette

Troop 28 as a fundraiser?)

Please dress up to make this a special occasion. Refreshments will be

provided.

Some ideas for party favors and decorations on Millennium theme:

www.orientaltradingcompany.com

MILLENNIUM BALLOONS - $6.00

11" Latex Millennium Balloons. Assorted Colors. (1 Gross = 144 Pieces)

Item 17/228

ONE IN A MILLENNIUM PIN AND BOOKMARK SETS

Each 1" Pin is attached to a 6" cardboard bookmark.

$4.80

Item 24/838

MILLENNIUM PINWHEELS

4 1/4" Plastic Millennium Pinwheels. Assorted

Colors On A 10 1/4" Plastic Stick.

$1.80

Each Unit: Dozen

Item 25/1582:

The budget is $350 and that includes the cost of the food and DJ

The rental of the facility is separate and cost $150 last year for

Riverbend from 6-10 p.m.

Theme: Millennium Madness: Me and My Guy or Midpoint in the Millennium:

Me and My Guy

Tasks:

- Food and punch

- Decorations (including table decorations)

- White lights (small Christmas type lights) Does someone have a lot of

these lights that we can use to decorate the gym and commons area?

- branches for trees?

- Photos

- Coat Check (place to put coats)

- Other cool dance stuff (Karin: do you have access to any high school

dance supplies, like a round, mirrored “disco ball”?)

- Fog machine?

- White gazebo (I’ve seen this around town—who has it and how can we

borrow it?

- Someone to videotape the evening

- Someone to take candid pictures of girls and dads dancing

- Do we want to have door prizes

- Do we want to have folks “win” the table centerpieces

Cadette Troop 28 (Jane Ginter) will do the following:

- Invitations and Publicity

- Music (DJ)

- Dance instruction and dance contests

- Corsages (sell as a fundraiser?)

- Invite Elvis to come join us!

All adults helping with the event will stay and help until everything is

completely cleaned up. Only moms/leaders who are helping with the event

may attend. Moms may not dance with their husbands!

Do we want to purchase a helium tank from Costco for the balloons?

Do we want a karaoke machine?

Should we have name tags? If so, we should make up some dressy ones.

Food ideas:

Finger food such as cheese, crackers, popcorn, chips and dip, cookies.

Lots of napkins

Punch: 7-up and fruit juice punch

Ice water

Lots of cups!

Veggie plate

Fruit plate

Cookies

Brownies

Maggie suggested not having a cake, since that requires plates and

forks, is awkward to eat, and messy to clean up.

Do we want to have a “Me and My Guy” participation patch available for

girls who attend? Since we don’t know how many will be attending, maybe

we could send the patch out to girls afterwards? We could charge $1 for

it (or whatever it costs, plus postage.)

Ideas for Dance Contests:

Freeze Dancing

Limbo

Silly Dances

Conga Line

Twist contest

Lip sync/Karaoke contest?

Have someone from the community to judge the contests?

Just needed to boast a little!!  Our Father /Daughter

Sock Hop dance was last night and it went great.  I

would say for only 2 of us putting this whole thing

together with no funding!  Yes, I said no funding! 

And having 85 participants.  It was a great success. 

I pat my partner and myself on the back.  When I

suggested we have this dance of course I was the one

who got elected to put it all together.  Of course! 

But little did I know that my service unit wanted it

done without spending any money.  But all in all it

turned out great and the only cost we finally put out

was for the patches.  But retrieved that when we sold

them for 5 cents extra to retrieve the shipping cost. 

We solicited several donations for our doorprizes and

even McDonalds donated our juice and cups for the

event.  We charged only $1.50 per couple and a can

food donation for the shelter.  We also had Me and My

Guy patches for sell for 90 cents and we took pictures

with a 35 mm camera and sold them for .60 cents each. 

We also had a box dinner auction with the proceeds

going towards Our councils Friendship Tree

program(Program helps assist those girls who can't

afford uniforms, books, camp or events).  The girls

were to decorate a box and pack a dinner for 2 to be

auctioned off.  What great imaginations our girls came

up with!  With this auction we raised $126.00.  Not

bad especially seeing the dads were bidding and buying

their own daughters box back!  It was all in the fun. 

We supplied our own music and my 16 year old son

played DJ.  My partner and myself even made the

decorations using good old construction paper. 

Surprised at what a few black music notes and records

cut out does to livin up a cafeteria!  Basically I

feel a great sense of relief that it all turned out

great and to see those daughters with their

father/grandfather was a reward in itself!  We ended

the dance with our last song being "We go together"

(from Grease).

Father/Daughter Sweetheart Dance:

We held our first dance last year.  The dance was co-sponsored by a 2nd

grade Brownie troop and my 4th grade Junior troop.  The dance was open

to all girls at our school -- not just scouts.  We were fortunate to

have a free place to hold the dance and to have a school parent with a

DJ company who gave us a half price rate ($150 for 3 hours).  We ended

up having 128 "couples" attend.  Since we did not have much time to plan

the dance or solicit donations, we purchased all the food , paper

supplies and door prizes.  Our $10 admission fee was more than

sufficient to cover costs.  My troop made corsages from little fresh

carnations and we took father/daughter pictures developed in 5x7 format

at Costco.  We charged $3 for corsages and $2 for pictures and made

about $350 profit; we also got $150 leftover from the dance.  This year

we are making silk flower wrist corsages for $4 and charging $3 for the

pictures.  We got involved to raise money for our trip to Savannah this

April and hope to turn over doing the corsages and photos to another

troop next year!

Decorations were large heart-motif snowflakes cut out of pink, purple

and red paper and suspended like mobiles.  We also put up lots of white

lights aroung the columns in the room and along the ceiling.  The tables

were covered in red plastic clothes and had stuffed bear centerpieces

with balloons tied around their necks.  Later in the evening, we drew

names for the bears and other door prizes.

Lessons Learned:  You can never have enough cups at an event like this.

This year I am buying 900 cups from Costco.  Even though we had punch,

the kids got so hot and sweaty dancing that we needed pitchers of water

also.  We had way too much food last year -- pizza cut into bite sized

pieces was a waste.  This year we got goldfish crackers donated by the

local Pepperidge Farm outlet, and parents are making brownies and

cupcakes.  We will order several fruit platters and maybe have cheese

and crackers too

These are the "lessons learned" from our father-daughter dance last year.

We call it a "Sweetheart Dance" to avoid the issue of girls without dads.

We do it in the cheapest hall we can find (military community center last

year), have mediocre buffet food (roast beef, green beans, mashed potatoes

and desert, for $25 per couple).  Each troop takes on a job: centerpieces,

placemats, name tags, party favors, etc.  Cadettes/Seniors make money

selling corsages, taking photos, doing coat checks and they are our D.J.s  

Our lessons learned may not make total sense, but hopefully they'll help!

Junior Sweetheart Dance Lessons Learned

Cindy Saalbach:

<< THE CADETTES DID A SUPER JOB DJING!!! I CAN'T EMPHASIZE ENOUGH HOW MUCH FUN THE GIRLS HAD WITH THEM.  FREEZE DANCING, THE LIMBO, ETC.  >>

I agree, based on the reports I got.  One thing that seemed to be a BIG hit was the one where the dads and daughters lined up on opposite sides of the dance floor and had to run across to each other when different commands were called out like "Coke", "Pepsi", etc.  I think they should definitely do something like that again next year.   Cindy

<< Suggestions on "goodies" at the table: >>

The only thing I could add to your list is that whoever is doing the candy favors should make up about 5 extra in case of miscounting, so there is no need to run out and make up more on the afternoon of the event.  I just made the exact number I was told and it wasn't enough :(

I am very sorry to hear about the dad who yelled at the Cadettes.  That had to be pretty traumatic for them.  I'm anxious to get feedback from all of my girls who attended at my meeting tonight.   Cindy

Barb:

· Put out programs for the dads; explain who's who and info about SU, cadettes, etc.  Great opportunity for PR.

· Make sure you make at least 1-2 extra centerpieces

· If centerpieces are edible, announce they're not to be eaten unless you "win" it 

· Have a marker on program or under chair to win centerpiece

· Use nametags as tickets, decorate them, have extras available?

Lisa Toler:
My Sheehy Ford Contact is Dan Wernitznig at 922-7900.  You need about 6-8 people to help.  Call about 7 days in advance and then call on the Wednesday before to remind them again so they have enough helium in the tank.

Beth Egbert:

Who do you call for the Community Center?  I contact the Catering Manager.  What Phone Number?  780-0962

Anything to know for menu planning?  We use the same menu each year.  The night Manager is Mr. Whetstone

How many balloons?  I bought 100 balloons and ribbon from a party store.

How long does it take to set up?  Set up includes the table decorations, balloons, and photo spot.  It takes 5 people less than an hour.

What "tear down" is needed at the end?  How many people are needed?  There is really no tear down, the catering staff clean up.  My only concern is left items.

How many tables for how many people?  There are 10 eights, and 10 sixes.  When these are full (140 PEOPLE)), the dance floor is very full.  There are tables on the deck, but I really don't think we should use them.

How many came this year?  We had 118 reservations, with 5 couples not showing up.  Last year? there were 120 reservations, and one couple didn't show, and two extra did.

Suggestions on nametags:  Put heart stickers on them to "dress them up" Nametags serve as "tickets" and must be delivered prior to the event.     THIS IS A MUST, LAST YEAR IT WAS NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE TO TELL WHO HAD RESERVATIONS BECAUSE THE NAME TAGS WERE LATE.  I SHOWED UP THIS YEAR AT 6:15, AND THERE WERE 6 COUPLES ALREADY THERE.

Suggestions on centerpieces:  Make sure people know not to eat them before they can be given away (seriously!) I DEBATED WHETHER OR NOT TO HAVE THE CADETTES TELL THE CROWD ABOUT THE STICKERS IN THE BEGINNING, BUT WAS WORRIED ABOUT HURT FEELINGS, "THIS IS MINE, HA HA," ETC.

Make sure to remember a way to mark a place to win a centerpiece

Suggestions on "goodies" at the table:  MAKE EXTRAS, THE POC MAY BE AN AIRHEAD, AND MISS COUNT.  

Decorations that work:

    Confetti on the tables (how many bags for how many tables?) ONE LARGE BAG WAS PLENTY

 Other brainstorm:  THE PROGRAM IDEA IS A GOOD ONE.  LAST YEAR WE HAD ONE WITH THE NAME OF THE DJ, THE PRAYER, AND THE ITENERARY.  ADDING THE INFO ABOUT THE CADETTES, AND GIRL SCOUTING WOULD BE GREAT!  

COMMENTS:  THE CADETTES DID A SUPER JOB DJING!!! I CAN'T EMPHASIZE ENOUGH HOW MUCH FUN THE GIRLS HAD WITH THEM.  FREEZE DANCING, THE LIMBO, ETC.  LAST YEAR THE DJ WAS A DAD, AND WOULD PUT ON A SET AND DANCE WITH HIS DAUGHTER, WHETHER OR NOT THE GIRLS ENJOYED THE MUSIC OR NOT.  THE CADETTES ON THE OTHER HAND, WOULD SEE THAT A SONG WASN'T WORKING, AND PUT ON A DIFFERENT ONE.

SUGGESTIONS:  2 CAMERAS AT THE PHOTO BOOTH, EACH TROOP BE REQUIRED TO ORDER CORSAGES, AND PAY BEFORE THE EVENT, AND LASTLY, LET THE CADETTES BE THE DJ'S FROM NOW ON.  IT WILL BE ANOTHER RITE OF PASSAGE.  
ideas from the last one in our council.

basic breakdown can be used for any theme.........  -ann 202,LA

had a hoe-down

cleared idea through council

booked church gym

had council add to calendar

made flyer

had council copy flyer and add to all had out at service unit meeting

extras for office

had one or two volunteers call each leader

(only 42 troops in service unit)

budget came from council

had one volunteer in charge of decorating

had one volunteer in charge of flyer

had one volunteer in charge of food

kept food simple

chili, crackers, soft drinks, sundaes (vanilla ice cream 3 topping choices)

operated a food booth (3 people)

had one volunteer in charge of taking pnotos ($5, dad/girl)  ($10/group)

one to write down names and collect money.

one to expedite photos

(we let them roam around and would yell for them when their turn)

delivered at next service unit meeting

came in a cute folder with "Dance Name Year"

had two moms working "dj" booth

dance contest

costume contest

kept decorations simple.

red and white check tablecloths

rope on tables as a runner

white cups, red bowls, white spoons

volunteers all wore white aprons, red neckerchiefs, blue jeans

hay bales, a cow, a barn with open window , a saddle for photos

ask for donations

10 - 13could handle easily

but really 3 did most everything and 8 more showed up that night to help

went very smoothly

Our Troop of 9 eight year old Brownies sponsored the Father/Daughter dance 

for our service unit last year.  We put in an amazing amount of time, effort, 

work and planning but it paid off.

We hired a DJ and spent $215.00.  He played for 2 1/2 hours.  Our girls 

decided on the menu of pizza, salad and build your own sundaes. Another 

$400.00. Each girl also made cookies to bring. We kicked it up a notch with a 

hot fudge machine (rented), and a sparkling drink fountain, also rented 

(total $50.00).  Another extra was a "candy bar".  Our girls assembled goodie 

boxes, using Chinese take out boxes and they picked their favorite candies, 

lots of sour stuff.  Each girl guest received one of these.  (frankly we 

could have sold them). I don't remember the cost of the candy but we splurged 

and got the best.  We charged a base rate of $10.00 per couple with $3.00 for 

each addition girl.  Now here's how we made it a success:

Each troop donated a gift basket, large or several small ones.  Depending on 

their age and the size of the troop.  We also bought lots of fun prizes and 

had a raffle.  We ended up with about 70 prizes in all and had around 100 

girls attending.  The raffle tickets sold for 8 for $5.00, forget the $1.00 

per ticket, most dads were ready to spend.  We built a beautiful display for 

the gifts and the girls enjoyed oogling them. If their number was called, 

they came and picked whatever prize they wanted.  Lot's of fun.  Each person, 

father or daughter received a free ticket for the grand prize which was a 

lava lamp.  We pulled in over $700.00!  That paid the troop back for all the 

"extras" and left our service unit with over $300.00 for our annual giving 

donation.  The only downside was I couldn't work it into any kind of badge or 

patch.  The parents and kids talked about it for months afterward.  We had 

alot of help from our troop parents but frankly my co-leader and I did 80% 

ourselves.  Hope this helps!

Hi Joni, We just had our annual Favorite Fellow dance on Friday night and I must say -- it was a grand success!  The theme was an "Inaugural Ball" so the men and girls dressed up.  Some even wore tuxes!  We had a DJ -- always have.  To me its worth any extra expense.  He added so much to the ambiance because most of the men were just standing around chatting and eating.  The DJ made them dance silly dances and had contests and encouraged the girls to get their partners on the floor.  He was also able to take requests. The men really enjoyed having an excuse to make fools of themselves I think.  I live in a part of North Atlanta where most of the men are CEOs, Presidents, business owners, etc.....  It's nice to see them break out of the Monday - Friday business mold!!    We have had lots of themes -- including a beach party where some of the guys dressed up in grass skirts!    We were fortunate enough to find a DJ that was a friend of a friend.....he gave us a deal at $250.  My neighboring service unit paid $350 for theirs.
 

This year we did pictures for the first time.  They were a great idea, we just need to work on the implementation.  I took my digital camera,  laptop and printer and sat in a corner of the room.  My beloved husband made a lattice backdrop that we decorated and the couples stood in front of for the pictures.  It was a slow process because of my limited technology and the fact that I was both taking and printing pictures.   Of course, there are some that did not turn out too, so I have that pressure of telling these girls that it got messed up.  Still, it was cheaper than having a professional take them and of the mounds I took, only 10 messed up!   The only expense was the printer cartridges and paper.  I also went to Wolf Camera and got some of their 5x7 paper frames for 25 cents each.  I made labels that had the event name, date and girl scout logo on them and attached to the frame as a keepsake.   We did not charge for the pictures but probably could have.  Most of the dads were asking me how much they were, but were pleasantly surprised when I told them it was included in the admission.
 

Now -- the food!   We have found this to be our biggest issue each year.  We started years ago with light refreshments (and a lower $5 cost).  But we found that lemonade and cookies were not enough to satisfy the men that just stand around and munch the whole time!   This year we had meat and cheese platters, chicken nuggets, fruit, chips and dip, cookies, brownies and lemonade/drinks.  AND we still ran out!  I guess its a matter of "bring it and they will eat".   We had budgeted about $300 for the food, plus we got lots of support from local grocery stores and wholesale clubs.  We got $20 from Publix, $50 from Price Club, and free chips, dip and store brand sodas from Ingles.  Most of the men take their girls out for dinner before or after the dance, so it really is just meant to be heavy snacks, but it still disappears quickly.
 

My committee chairs also did a great job at asking for gift certificates from local businesses for door prizes as well.  We got salons, restaurants and a golf store to donate either items or gift certificates.  We found January to be a slow time for them so most were willing to give us at least something.   Some asked for a request on scout letterhead.
 

This year we charged $12 per family and that was plenty.  Other service units here have charged $10 for first girl, $5 for additional ones in the family.  We don't so these as fundraisers but as self supporting events but I think we did come out a little ahead.  All the receipts aren't in yet but we used the school cafeteria on a Friday night so we only had to pay two hours of overtime for the janitor (as opposed to a higher rate had he been asked to open the school from scratch on a saturday).  For the $12 they got admission, food, picture, chance at door prizes (signed a ticket at the door and we drew names), a "GS love to dance" badge and some Mardi Gras type beads that we handed out at the door.   We had 115 families attend, which is about half our Service Unit.   We were blessed with decent weather this year -- last year we got a big ice storm so the dance was delayed for 2 months because the DJ was booked all other weekends in between!
 

In terms of planning, we are a new SU this year and we don't have a lot of older girls so most of the planning and execution was carried out by adults.  I had three adults on the dance committee.  However, we did have some girls at set up, some taking up money at the door, some cutting the pictures and some staying behind to help clean up so it was not entirely an adult thing.  I know Council frowns when we don't include girls, but its hard when we have only a few Cadettes.   Next year we will try and include some younger girls in maybe a "suggested theme" contest and with decorations.  
 

We also need to do a better job of publicity in the community.  We could have had a newspaper photographer there but didn't.  Also since none of the moms were there, no one had a camera just snapping random pictures for the scrapbook either

Our service unit has been holding a dance for at least the 14 years I have

been associated with them.  This year there were over 800 in attendance.  We

hold the dance on a Saturday night in a high school gym. It is only a two

hour event, 7 - 9 pm.  We originally held it on a Friday night, because the

school was free to  non-profit groups, but found that it was much easier for

everyone on a Saturday.  More time to get ready, dads not rushing home from

work, etc.  We did managed to only pay the cost of the 2 custodians that the

county requires, and not a rental fee (approx. $300.00).


Every troop is required to have a dance representative.  Following

is a letter that we sent to the troop rep, it details what they are

responsible for.  

Thank you for volunteering your time and energy to the Dance.  This year's

theme will be a Hawaiian Luau

As your troop representative the following is a list of responsibilities

needed to ensure a successful dance:

1.  Ensure that a flyer announcing the dance is sent home with each girl in

the troop.

2.  Please be sure to let everyone know that a "father" is not the only date

they can bring.

Girls in one parent homes may want to come with a grandfather, uncle, older

brother or mom.  But girls should only bring one "date".

3.  Collect money for the tickets from the parents in your troop.  The cost

of the dance is $5.00 per ticket.  Both father and daughter(s) will need a

ticket.  Check with your leader, sometimes once you have notified your

parents of the cost, it is easier for your leader to actually collect the

money and keep a list of who has paid.  Individual checks should to made out

to the troop and ONE troop check should be written to Service Unit 52-11.

4.  Each troop has an option of making a table top decoration.  The

decoration should match the theme of the dance and the girls should take

part in making it.  Check with your leader, your leader may want to organize

this or she may want you to organize.

5.  Tickets will be on sale at the October 13 service unit meeting.  Once

you have received the tickets for your troop, you should disperse tickets to

parents along with refreshment assignment.   If your troop has 10 girls or

less, your troop needs to bring 2-2 liter bottles of CLEAR SODA (7-up,

Sprite, Lemon/Lime(two families), two dozen cookies(one family), the rest of

the troop should bring finger food THAT DOES NOT NEED REFRIGERATION.  If

your troop has more than 10 girls, your troop needs to bring 4-2 liter

bottles of CLEAR SODA (four families), four dozen cookies (two families) and

the remainder to bring finger food(enough to feed approximately 8 people).

The attached flyer can be copied and used if you choose.  

THE DAY OF THE DANCE

1.  Have parents deliver the food to your home.

2.  Make sure you have your troop tabletop decoration. (if desired)

3.  Depending on whether you would like to sign up to help decorate (3:00 -

6:00 pm) or to work at the dance and cleanup (6:45 - 10:00 pm) will

determine what time you bring everything to the school.

4.  If you are decorating please arrive at Key Middle School at 3pm.  If you

are not decorating deliver your troop food and decoration to the school

before 5pm.

Girls will receive a Participation Patch and a picture will be taken of each

couple at the dance and presented in a commemorative folder.  There will be

a disk jockey and a special contest for Dad's.  

We have found that having a troop rep is a must!  It spreads the work

around.  Committees are formed for room decorations, setting up tables (we

have always gotten blank newsprint from The Washington Post, free, and

covered the tables with that).   Each troop is also asked to make a table

centerpiece (not required), although we don't assign or set up enough tables

for everyone to sit down, this keeps them up and dancing.   Anyone is

invited to help decorate the day of the dance.  We have always used lots of

helium balloons, which take a number of people.  Food is made by everyone

and delivered to the dance rep who gets it to the gym.  The film is usually

the most expensive part of the dance, about $1.00 per picture, so we only

take one of each girl.  I have noticed,  on the list,  that some charge for

this picture, but men don't always carry money with them, so we have

included it in the cost.

Because of the number of attendees in our service unit, we have limited each

girl to one date, although in smaller service units I have seen dances

become family affairs.  Others (mom's, troop leaders) have to work at the

refreshment table, and are required to stay until cleanup is completed.  We

always order a customized patch for the event, theme oriented with the year

on it.  

We have an event in the planning stages for a dance to be held in April.  I am not directly involved, but as coordinator, I have to see to it that everything works out.  They are planning to use a church fellowship hall and plan to have a DJ and munchies at last report.  We do have access to school cafeterias, but there is a charge on weekends.

  We have an event planning guide that our council provides that reminds those in charge of events what they need to do, expenses, etc.  It is suggested that planning begins at least 6 months in advance (a little too early, from my point of view) but there are a lot of things to think about.

   DJ - paid or volunteer?  Perhaps someone knows a student or other who would be willing to do it free.

   Food - if you have dinner, it would have to be something simple unless you have room for seated dining.

   A small town near here did a dance recently and charged $35.00!  For this they provided the DJ, a flower, and munchies.  They had a photographer who made pictures but charged for them.  This is pretty pricey for a Girl Scout event!  We usually try to make it more manageable.  I would say you could do the DJ, flower, punch/munchies and Polaroid for around $10.00 per couple and still come out ahead.  From extensive experience, a Polaroid photo will cost around .90 cents apiece.  You can sometimes get food donated from grocery stores.  Any time you involve outside people who provide services for a living, you are going to pay $$$.  If you could get together a committee, it would be much less expensive.  You could split up decorations, food, punch/paper goods, entertainment, etc.      

For a first time, I would recommend a western theme and a square dance 
caller.  That usually gets everybody up and dancing and nonthreatening.  We 
decorated with BORROWED bales of hay and western regalia.  We used a local 
photographer to come and take pictures of every couple.  It is an individual 
decision as to purchase. We served nachos and cheese and sodas that were for 
sale.  We encouraged everyone to make it a real date and go out to dinner 
before.  We also had a load of door prizes (donated) The gifts were real the 
categories were not i.e. The highest boot heels, the dirtiest boots, the 
tallest hat, the smallest hat etc.  These were all for the males.  Whatever 
you decide to do have fun with it. 

You may have seen my recent post asking for decorating suggestions for a disco-themed Daddy-Daughter-Date Dance.  Our SU holds a girl + guy dance every year, and has done so for as long as I have been a part of this SU (5+ years now) so they have the planning down pat.  I think we had about 250 people attend this dance each year, and it was a wonderful success.
 

First,  we choose a date, place and theme for the dance.  We have to have it on a Friday night, because we use a local school cafeteria, and they won't let us use it on Saturday unless we pay for the custodians to be there (custodians would be there anyway on Friday, so we don't have to pay)  We hold it in January, because it's a relatively quiet time of year, plus flower prices haven't gone sky high like they do in February (because it's near Valentine's day).  Our dance runs from 7 pm to 9 pm.     Our Girls' Advisory Board (GAB for short) which consists of 2 reps. from each troop, chooses the theme.   Themes we've had have been Snowflake Ball, Tropical Island, Space, Boogie into the New Millenium (last year), and this year's Disco Dance. 
 

When you choose a theme, also choose a color scheme to go with it (usually 2 or 3 colors)  This helps set colors for decorations and paper products.
 

We use a dj - we've used the same company every year and they cut us a good deal.  Every troop in the SU is expected to help with this dance, so troops sign up to bring munchie food - brownies, cookies, cupcakes, pretzyls, chips, veggie platters w/dip. or fruit platters.   Each troop must also supply 3  2-liter bottles of clear non-caffeine soda.
 

Troops are also expected to help with something other than food - they can sign up for set-up, clean-up, flower duty (each girl at the dance is presented a rose with some baby's breath (all wrapped in tissue) as she is leaving; we buy the flowers from a wholesale florist then one troop does the bunching and wrapping of flowers on the afternoon of the dance) making wall or table decorations, or making a photo backdrop (each girl gets a poloroid photo of her with her date) or holders (folder paper frames) for the photos.   We have moms or older girls (who think it's uncool to have a date with dad) work as food servers during the dance, pouring beverages and keeping the food trays full and nice-looking.  We also get older girls or moms to be our photographers for the evening, and they help hand out flowers as the girls leave.
 

We charge a flat $4 per person for the event - this includes a patch and the flower and photo for each girl.    A dad with 2 GS daughters may be the date for both - so they'd be paying $12 for all 3 people to go and each girl would get her own flower, photo and patch.  Ticket fees pay for the flowers, film for the cameras (we borrow Poloroid cameras from some nice people) the DJ, some helium balloons to dress up the DJ stage area and for paper products (cups, napkins) & plastic tablecloths.   Ice is donated by a local church (they have one of those restaurant-style ice machines in their kitchen) so we just fill several coolers of ice there and keep them by the beverage table.
 

Sometimes they like to turn off a lot of the lights in the room - especially if the DJ has a mirror ball with him that night.  We've found that putting Christmas lights on the food table helps people to still be able to see the food.  :-)
 

The themes I liked the best were the Snowflake Ball (colors were white, blue and silver - it was VERY pretty, and the decorations were especially nice that year - lots of glittery snowflake cutouts) and the tropical island (colors of green, yellow, orange and hot pink)    The only problem we had with the tropical theme was that we experimented with letting the dads come in Hawaiian shirts and casual slacks instead of dressed up - a lot of people grumbled about that.    This year's DISCO theme was pretty nice too - the girls all loved wearing 70s garb (oh, those platform shoes!) and the DJ played a lot of vintage disco tunes.

We used to do a square dance event at a local hall owned by a square dance

caller.  Snacks were very simple - BBQ's, chips, pickles, cake and drink.  They

were supplied by the hall at a nominal fee.  Recently I saw a post on one of

these lists where the event was a bowling event.  Seems everyone liked that -

especially the non-dancing folks.  You could probably do something like a

fishing event, an outdoor skills event (tent pitching, fire building, outdoor

cooking) for a change.

Well, the first thing to do is to ASK the GIRLS what they would like in the

way of music, food, decor, etc. for this event.

Our SU has done this type of event in many different ways over the years,

ranging from the simplicity of a sock hop at a church gym with records, to

going to a "venue" that has great party facilities and caters complete

dinners with a deejay.  In our experience the cost has not been a major

factor in attendance.  

The biggest issue we had was the Guy who had more than one daughter, and

how to "price" the tickets -- at the catering place the adult dinner was

about 40% higher than the "child's" meal.  Which helped some families ont

he costs.

Another consideration was to "ban" boy friends of Senior girls, the adult

male had to be over 21 (there are really very few parents of 5-7 year olds

who would fall under that barrier).  

Offer some kind of photo op setting, and get someone in with a Polaroid and

tripod to take pictures.  Can even get some tagboard photo folders and

using a computer put the event name and date on the front.  It was

difficult to get pictures back to people using the go develop the film method.

And, moms (leaders) have to work at the event to gain admission!  That

really pulls a committee together FAST.

Poll the other leaders and gain some understanding of your "market" before

you decide on what kind of dance to put on, or type of food to serve.  I

urge you to offer an event that is affordable to every family.  One thing

we did to offer financial assistance in a hidden way, was to offer as a

door prize at a couple SU meetings a free admission to the event.  No one

really knew it was pre-planned which troop leader would win, and then she

would pass the prize along to a family in the troop.

As an SUM in a neighborhood of 30 Troops 300+ girls here's my two cents on

this. <smile>

Avoid a dinner.  Dinners just seat a number of dad daughter couples around a

table so the dads can sit and chatter over the girls heads to one another.

In my opinion the whole purpose of a dad daughter event is to bring the

girls and their dads closer.

Here's what we do.  We have a Dad/Daughter Square Dance every year.  Have

had for 8 years in a row now.  Last year I sent out an evaluation to all of

the couples in attendance asking them what kind of Dad Daughter event THEY

would like to participate in.  They over whelmingly stated the Square Dance

was a blast and they didn't want to see it discontinued.

We hire a caller at a cost of $300.00

Food consists of hotdogs, chili for the dogs, condiments, punch, chips, and

cookies.

An usually some sort of favor, cowboy hats, bandanas, etc.

And of course a polaroid of the dads and daughters together.

We charge $10 - $12 per couple depending on the favors we are giving out.

The cool thing about a square dance is it keep the dads and daughters

together and interacting all night.  Thr girls feel special and the dads

have a ball.

Give it some thought, it's just a suggestion

I think Father Daughter Square Dances are the answer, for many reasons:

1. No one is expected to know how to do the dance ahead of time.  The caller

teaches and everyone learns quickly.  Never knew why it was so quickly!

2.  The caller generally brings the music and sound system, so you don't have

that hassle.

3.  Fathers who don't dance usually, will do the square dance when encouraged

by their daughter.

4.  Father daughter dances eliminate the need for extra adult supervision.

We used two service team members, and discouraged mothers and leaders from

coming.  The girls really enjoyed having that time with just their dads.

Moms change the mood.

5.  No carpooling problems here!

Several important points:

1.  Find a large location (school gym?) to accommodate the squares.  Figure

out how many squares will fit.  Then figure how many can come.  (8 per

square)   Maybe you will need to have people take turns sitting out.   If you

have too many couples, consider having a  separate square dance for different

program levels.  If this is a troop event (not service unit event),  any gym

and most church halls would be plenty

big.

2.  Be sure to have name tags.  On the adults, put Joe Blow (Sally Jones) to

identify which girl is with that person.

3.  Have each troop bring cookies.  Serve punch, or something cold.

4.  Choose a good caller.  Talk to other troops who have used them, if

possible.

5.  If you can find some door prizes, that is a nice diversion during

intermission.  They love to get a prize, no matter how small.  Have one for

each girl (not all alike).  When the name tags are made out.  Write a slip

with the girl's name and put it in a jar to be used for the door prizes.

They like to hear their name called so they can go  up front and claim their

prize.

You'll get lots of other ideas, too.  I think a square dance would work great.

We hosted a Sock Hop for a father-daughter or me and my guy night.

We served rootbeer floats which were easy to make and serve...used

the clear plastic "solo" brand cups, they had a wide base.

We also served a loooooong submarine sandwich...one end was just

meats, cheese, lettuce and mayo, while the other end "piled it on".

We made our own master tape ahead of time with lots of 50's style

dance hits. We included a conga type line, a twist contest, a limbo

contest. If we were to do it again we might have a lip sync contest.

Decorations were made by the girls and featured black circles cut to

be vinyl records with hot pink circles for the centers and "hot"

turquoise musical notes glued on the centers. We used a semi-circle

of these on the wall for dates and gals to sit under as they posed

for instant photos.

For poodle skirts, someone bought a pattern and traced it off on to

newsprint or grocery bag material and lots of people used it. They

just cut poodles (or kitties) out of felt or fake fur and glued them

on...using cord for the "leash"  girls wore white blouses or

sweaters, and every tied their hair into ponytail with chiffon

scarves. A couple troops bought chiffon by the yard and the girls

stitched their own scarves.  Of course, they kicked off their shoes

to dance! Some of the dates wore white t-shirts and cuffed their

jeans. Others wore plaid cotton shirts. Some guys and girls had

letterman jackets or sweaters, while some wore cardigan sweaters and

pinned or basted school letters on to them.

>... We have traditionally

>had a Service Unit dance before Girl Scout week that we've always called the

>Father/Daughter Dance...........   What do you call it?

How about "Boogie With a Buddy".  We did this a few years ago and it was a

huge success.  We had someone come in and teach some simple country line

dances and we had some "country-type" crafts to go along with the theme.

This was the year after we had a "Build a Birdhouse With a Buddy" event for

fathers (significant males, etc.) and daughters.  As I think about it...

it's time for another "Something" with a Buddy event.  Anyone have any ideas?

I am a new member of WAGGGS-L, but wanted to share what I know about our

Service Unit's Father/Daughter Dance.  I saw a patch at Tanasi Council's

shop which was labeled "Guy/Gal Dance" which might work instead of

Father/Daughter.  My daughter & husband attended the father/daughter dance

for the first time last spring, and had a great time!  Our SU used a 50's

theme, everyone wore costumes (poodle skirts, jean jackets, etc.), and my

husband won the limbo contest!  I rolled on the floor what I heard that

one!  I guess everyone here was old enough to recognize 50's music, even if

they weren't alive then.

Father/Daughter Dance:

        We have it at Valentine's Day and call it a Sweetheart Dance.  The

phrasing on the flyer is please bring your father or another significant

guy in your life.   We are working on providing "Surrogate" Dads from

the local fire department.   As my cadettes are the oldest ones in

attendance we don't have the issue of them bringing dates.

Nov: Father-Daughter -- All levels - This year we are having our Father

Daughter in the fall.  We are doing a Cinderella Ball (I got the idea from

the list).  We are having a DJ come in and do the music, and I am working on

getting one of my favorite restaurants to cater the event.  It's going to be

billed as a sort of *prom* night type thing, with formal or semi-formal

attire

Me & My GuyBowling Tournament(this was GREAT! Had prizes for highest scoring

dad, highest scoring scout, etc.)  Took the teams and made them a

combination of all different age groups with their dad

How about calling it a Guy/Gal dance! Or a Gal/Pal dance!

Ours usually costs $5/couple. A DJ is hired. All troops bring enough drink and

snack to cover the amount of girls attending from their troop and place on the

"sharing table". There has always been food left over!

Each couple gets their picture taken  in front of a back drop. Last year our

theme was a "50s dance, so the backdrop was a large cardboard "50s car that

had been painted. The pictures came out really cute and were distributed at

the next service unit meeting.

Last year I was assigned to be the photographer for the F/D Dance. Our theme

was a 50's sock hop. I had Polaroid film, about 100 pictures worth, a borrowed

camera and sleeves to put the pictures in. these sleeves where like heavy

cardstock in a white. the opened like a greeting card and had a place to slide

the Polaroid under, a frame like place. Clear as mud, I know! Anyway, I ran

them through my printer and added a cute graphic along with the title Father

Daughter Sock Hop 1998, then a cutey picture of a 50's girl and a juke box,

and a boy in a varsity sweater. Well, you get the idea. I taped a cardboard

cut out (store-bought) juke box and some plastic records, and I bought

inflatable saxophone and two guitars for props. I even had an old Coke bottle.

The dads loved the props! We charged $2 a picture. The line for the pictures

was HUGE! I would recommend a helper to collect money, make change etc.

Our association holds a Father/Daughter dance each year. While it is

attended mostly by Brownies and Juniors and their dads/significant adult

males (no boyfriends), the older Girl Scouts helped with decorations and

ran the photo booth.  They made the backdrop for the pictures for this

year's 60's dance theme. They could also assist with face painting,

pouring sodas, and passing out flowers and balloons. Last year we had a

50's sock hop.  Next year we are bypassing the disco era and having a

"Beach Party" theme.  Sort of a blend of luau and surfer thing.

You can see a photo of my troop (with dads in costume)from the 60's

dance at:

http://www.hooked.net/~gofamily/gs/gs613.html

We hired a DJ, rented colored lights and a fog machine, and had a great

time.  Moms could only attend if they helped work that night. They do

not get to dance with the dads.  It is so hard not to, but it is the

girl's night.  It is one of our favorite events, as Brownies and

Juniors.  I am curious to see how much longer the girls will still want

to go with their dads, instead of working.

We do a father/daughter dance too, only the title is "Man in My Life Dance"

Each year has been a different theme. I remember a "Sadie Hawkins" theme

(no one quite knew what this one meant, but people showed up dressed

"country"), a beach party theme (lots of Hawaiian shirts and grass skirts),

a medieaval theme (these costumes were really elaborate, but some kids just

wore their halloween costume and ignored the theme. Also most of the dads

wore their regular clothes although I do remember a "King Henry the VIII"

complete with turkey leg!), and last year was a '50's theme. (ponytails,

poodle skirts, t-shirts and jeans) We hired a Elvis impersonatorfor that

one and it was *fabulous*, the younger girls thought he was the *real*

Elvis! :-D  :-D .

We have a Service Unit-wide Father-Daughter dance every year, for the past

4-5 years, in February. First one was a 'Sadie Hawkins' dance, in honor of

leap year (girls ask the guys...). We went with a hoe-down theme. Everyone

was encouraged to come in costume--overalls, square dance outfits, braids,

painted freckles. We had haybales set up as a backdrop for Polaroid pictures

(included in the entrance fee). Some dancing, and some planned activities.

Prizes for best costumed couple in each level. One of the girls in my

daughters' Cad/Sr troop coordinated the event as her Silver project.

   We have mantained the tradition, each year a different girl doing the

dance as her Silver project. The next year was 50's theme (the Cad/Sr troop

made their own poodle skirts as part of an interest patch). Then was the 60's

dance. Tie-dye and hippies. We also did a Beach Party (no bathing suits

allowed). Surfboard and beachballs for photo props.... Limbo, beachball

volley ball, etc. Last year was Storybook Time. It was amazing to see the

costumes the Dad's came up with!! One guy painted his face blue and came as

the Genie from Aladdin!

   Attendance is always good. Dads will do almost anything with their

daughters if they don't have to plan it themselves! And those girls without

dads are encouraged to bring another adult male -- brother, uncle,

neighbor...

The North Edison, New Jersey Service Unit ran an event, organized by my

wife Adrienne, that was titled "Best Guy/Girl Dance". The press release

I wrote is below and outlines some of the information:

Best Guy/Girl Dance Held by Girl Scouts

The North Edison Service Unit of the Delaware-Raritan Girl Scout Council

sponsored a special event for Girl Scouts and their Best Guy. The First

Annual Best Guy/Girl Dinner Dance was held on Friday Evening, November

22, 1996 at the Cameo on Rahway Avenue in Woodbridge.

This Dinner Dance is another of the many events the North Edison Girl

Scouts runs for their members and families. Over 80 girls had an

opportunity to spend time with their Father, Uncle, Brother or other

important man in their life enjoying a program that included a formal

dinner, dancing to "The Pros" disk jockeys, a picture of each "couple"

and a flower for each girl. Door prizes from many local businesses

including Abilitee=92s, B. Dalton, Boro Hardware, Bruno=92s Pizza Factory=

,

Brunswick Edison Bowl, California Pizza Kitchen, CD World, Chili=92s

Restaurant, Fairway Golf, Home Interiors, Metuchen-Edison YMCA, Seldows,

Total Dimensions Beauty Salon, and United Skates, were presented

throughout the evening.

An edited version of this release just ran in the local weekly newspaper

with one of my pictures. A great time was had by all and there are plans

already being made for next year.

We had our Father / Daughter dance, 520 people attended.  It was fabulous

the DJ was great and the room looked terrific.  We made flower trees by

turning tomato cages (thanks Home Depot for donating)  upside down,

covered them in flex mat? (plastic mat you use in cabinets instead of

contact paper).  We then wrapped white lights around them and then

inserted the flowers.  They looked great.  The front of the stage, where

the DJ was we put up white fencing and then had balloons on sticks stuck

in floral bricks for a balloon garden.  The walls had flower gardens

(each troop had their own garden of flowers their girls made out of

construction paper, most had the girls face in the center of her flower)

all around.  The Stands my husband made as backdrops for the pictures

worked terrific.  The only two problems were we couldn't put food out

fast enough and the check in line to get corsages and boutonnieres was

slow.

The church was great about letting us use their gym and this year we used

smaller tables and we were able to squeeze out a few more feet of dance

space.

The girls took home the flowers from the trees and they took the balloons

(without the sticks) and batted them around while dancing.  We used glow

sticks in the candle holders on the table and they worked great.

 Thanks for all the ideas on blowing up balloons and on making paper

flowers.

We just had our Father/Daughter dance on Friday evening, November 19, 1999.

It was a blast.  Our theme was a Fandango, a Northern New Mexican party with

lively dancing.  We had approximately 136 people who attended.  We enlisted

the help of many of the other Troops in our Service Unit (Lincoln-Ridge

Service Unit, Rio Rancho, NM).  We hired a Cadette/Senior troop to do the

catering and serving.  They planned the menu and did a fantastic job in all

respects.  The drinks they provided were the same colors as the decorations!

We asked for volunteer troops to paint terra-cotta pots, make pinatas and

ramilletes (paper flowers), assemble farolitos, and take photographs of

Father and Daughter couples.  We got plenty of volunteers.  I think that by

involving the girls in the preparation of the dance they took ownership and

were more willing to participate and convince their fathers to take them.

The girls dressed in broom skirts of various bright colors.  It was a sight

to behold.  The atmosphere was festive and bright and the majority of

couples actually danced!

The dance was held at a local middle school in the cafeteria.  We decorated

using bright colored table clothes (disposable from our local party

warehouse) with the brightly painted terra cotta pots placed along the table

in the center.  The pots were filled with shredded bright colored paper and

an arrangement of fall colored silk flowers.  Each girl was to take a pot

home with them as a party favor.  Silk leaves were tossed on the tables

along with the handmade ramilletes.  Farolitos lit the entrance to the

cafeteria.  We blew up balloons and covered the dance floor with them.

These balloons were the hit of the party - the girls immediately started to

toss them up and proceeded to play with the balloons for at least 45

minutes.

> My daughters second grade class presented a Fairy Tale Ball at the end of

>the year.  Each student dressed in the costume of their favorite character.

>They ate poisoned apples (carmel apple slices), cockle shell cookies (sugar

>cookies), cherry tarts, and mad hatter's punch (simple fruit punch).  They

>decorated the classroom with large pictures of the fairy tale heros and

>heroines.  They had a yellow brick road and a castle entrance tot he class

>room.  They also chose a queen and king.  For a camporee, you can adapt the

>suggestions to include a scavenger hunt, a costume contest,

From: Ltramutolo@aol.com
Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2002 9:51 AM
Subject: Re:Renaissance Dad-Daughter Date Night


Dad and Daughter Renaissance Date Night is now a thing of the pass but will be remembered for years to come I am sure! Of course, it took Ann and I a day to recuperate but it was worth every effort we put into it. I want to thank each and every one of you for your valuable information and encouragement. After much searching I did find some of the Society for Creative Anachronisms in Iowa but they were really not able to help us. The groups that did things for free could not come due to prior commitments or work schedule or too far away and the people who received payment were way beyond what we could afford. Each group wished us luck and the promoter of Renaissance Faires in this area sent us all tickets to attend a Renaissance Faire in August in the Amana Colonies which is only 30 minutes from here. So we visited the public library and checked out books and CDs and ! we were off and planning!

Anyhow we did it on our own and it was great. Let me tell you all about it. The girls (14 second grade Brownies) made invitations and rolled them up to look like scrolls. They made ribbons and stars crowns for themselves and used BURGER KING crowns with a few minor changes for Dads. They each made a shield of their own design. Each girl came dressed as a princess - a few in renaissance dresses and the rest a little more modern style - but each one a beautiful princess.

We made the front of a castle including the moat out of cardboard and they walked thru the castle door to get into the 'great hall' where the banquet would be. As they entered the 'great hall' the court jestor/herald (Ann's other daughter a Junior Girl Scout) sounded her trumpeter (which we made out of PVC and painted gold) and announced "Hear ye. Here ye. Welcome Princess --- and King -- of ----".  Everyone arrived almost on the dot of six o'clock which was great. Ann made her appearance in her Dragon Costume which was a surprise for the girls because they didn't plan that part. They all found their places at the table where their coat of arms was hanging plus each person had a mug with their name. Since we could not afford the real thing we found a buy at the dollar store on glass mugs so we used clear labels and OLD ENGLISH style type. We put 'Princess --' with D/D date night and the date on each mug. Each place had a page of "Faire Speak" in case someone wanted to talk like that and a place card shaped like a crown which had their name in same style script as the mugs.  I was the 'Serving Wench' in a long white muslin dress and apron with a black bodice that laced which I made. I was also the cook which took me all day long.

First remove as they called it was cream of chicken soup and French bread. Second remove was roasted chicken, twice baked potatoes, uncut green beans, and more bread plus we had veggie trays on the table too. Third remove was a mixed fruit dumpling. For drink we had fruit juice and milk. We serviced the second remove on silver platters - one for each couple. I split the chickens in half so each couple received a half of the chicken and two halves of potato. They really enjoyed eating with their fingers. 

While they were eating The Dragon told them a story about a Dragon and then she asked them questions and if they gave the correct answer they received golden coins (chocolate candy coins). Then the Wizard did magic and taught the princesses to juggle each girl receiving three scarfs. A few of the Dads got involved in that too. Then between second remove and desert they played a game sort of like Musical Chairs but this was pass a 'bundle.' When the music stopped the person holding the bundle unwrapped only the outside paper and she would find a 'treasurer' or a 'folly,' such as, say a poem or wear a napkin on your head or etc. Then the bundle was passed again until the music stopped and until the bundle was unwrapped completely.  The Dragon had her treasurer bag with little gifts for anyone who didn't get something so everyone got atlas two items. Our Dads are the really good sports and one Dad's folly was to skip around the tables.

Then it was the Dad's turn. We made two horseheads (one black and the other brown) and two shields (one with a black cross and one with a red cross) out of cardboard. We taped the horseheads to the backs of office secretary type chairs. The girls each had a small shield with a black cross on one side and a red cross on the other side. The Dads straddled the chairs and using foam-like pipe covering (lucky to have a plumber in the family) as lances they JOUSTED. What fun! The princesses yelled for the black or the red knight and then used the red or black side of their little shield to vote who won. The black knight usually won as that chair moved backwards the best. (I guess I put more backward mileage on that one!)

After everyone arrived and was announced they moved the castle front into "the great hall" and during the First Remove each Princess and Dad had their photo taken with the Wizard, the Court Jester and the Dragon in front of the castle. We made cute picture frames with a castle and a knight in shinning armor and, etc., with the date for the pictures. They will take them home next week from the meeting.

Needless to say everyone had a great time and yesterday we received many compliments from mothers. Would we do it again? YES but not next week! This week we have to deliver Girl Scout Cookies!

Lee Tramutolo & Ann Parker
Brownie Troop 1848
Cedar Rapids, Iowa
