Thinking Day: North American Traditions; All About Us, GS/GG Around the World
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We've done this activity for an afternoon, a day, and even a weekend. The activities also vary according to age level of participating girls. The more girls there are, the more activities we plan. Also, Fair Winds GSC has a patch program called the Thinking Day Globe, which requires 14 activities. See (http://www.gfn.org/gs/badge/globe.html)

For an afternoon:

4 stations - Thinking Day chat, Postcard Exchange, Swap-making station or craft, Game. Start with flag ceremony, do snack in middle and a Friendship Circle for the ending. Snack idea: Original Girl Scout cookies, Girl Guide cookies if you can get them.

1:30 - flag ceremony, 2-3:15 2 stations, 3:15-3:45 Snack, 3:45-5 2 stations, 5 circle & go. 

For the day:

Add 4 more stations - one for each World Center and do a craft or game related to each country. For instance, for Our Chalet - do winter sports like sledding or snow shoeing or play Ice Floe game. The Pax Lodge could be the time to play hopscotch and London Bridges. Our Cabana lends it self to a piñata or butterfly or Eye of God craft. For Sangram, consider "henna' tattoos - check Dollar Store for temporary tattoos that you can cut into smaller pieces, or find temporary coloring at novelty shop.)

Do four 30 minute stations in morning, with 15 minute break, brown-bag lunch, then same afternoon as above. Break time, of course, depends on how far people have to walk.

For the weekend:

Add Friday night activity: International dancing or games is a good way to start. Or bring in a Cadette(s) or Senior(s) who have gone on International or National Wider Op to share stories, show pictures and swaps. Another suggestion is a travel film. Consider bringing in a naturalist who can talk about butterflies (Our Cabana) or creatures from around the world.

See above schedule. Do Friday activity 7-9, international snack, international story time & maybe a few songs, then bed.

Food: On weekends, make each meal an international delight. Two versions -- a different county at each meal (with peanut butter and jelly for the non-adventurous) or take the same food prepared different ways - ie sandwiches made in wraps, pocket bread, tortillas, or beans - baked beans, falafel, humus, chili). We also like sharing the Girl Guide cookies so others can see what they do. For day, can make snack a little simpler -- consider Swiss chocolate, tortillas with bean dip or salsa, scones and small sample of curry.

Resources: International students at local high school may willing to teach a game or talk about life back home? Cadettes or Seniors who have traveled to Wider Ops may bring a national or international flavor to the event. Travel agents with films to share? 
Activity: Thinking Day chat; usually starts on Friday and goes through Sunday to get as many time zones as possible.
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We make this activity the star of our Thinking Day celebration, but have other activities for folks who don't want to chat. Warning: Lots of girls will hate the idea of doing this until they start doing it. Then, every girl who starts this activity doesn't want to move on, so you need to do gentle pushing.

We've found that the local library, with a computer lab works great. Check out a local school also. We've done this five times, three times with a computer lab and twice at a school where we only had one Internet connection. 

We've also found that it really helps to be able to project one computer screen on a big screen. That lets a number of people see the same screen, even contribute a question or two.

Have a globe or a few atlases available so girls can look up where chatters are from. Often times, someone will keep track with a map online, adding red dots for all chatters.

Sometimes, we have adults sit at the computers and have Brownies and Juniors tell us adults what to write. One year, a Brownie got very sad after looking at a map and seeing where London is. After all, she knew she couldn't swim far enough to meet the girl she had been chatting with. 

Usually for Thinking Day, there are chat rooms set up for each Scouting level.

Read more about the chat here: http://www.gscnc.org/su53-8/t2589/tdchat98.htm  or http://www.gscnc.org/su60-8/tdchat02.htm
Activity: Postcard Exchange

Our troop has exchanged postcards with Girl Scouts and Girl Guides around the world for five years. We've shared these at Thinking Day events, letting people look at the pictures and having the older girls read them. 
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To make it more fun, we've done scavenger hunts through the cards. Find a card with an animal on it; find a card from a Senior Girl Scout troop, find a card from a country that has a World Center. We vary the hunts according to the age level. 

Another option is the doing the map. We let each group take a few postcards and link them to a spot on a world or US map. The string is attached to the card, with the other end fastened to the map.
Another option is to let the girls fill out some of the cards to mail the following year. One year, our local airport sent postcards out for the holidays. They had about 1,000 left and gave them to us. We covered their message and put on our own. We're finally out!

Activity: Juliette Low Story

We break the group up, with each making sounds or doing things at certain times in the story. Find the details at: http://users.bicnet.net/~sykes/gs/jlow.htm This is also a good time to talk about the Badens.

Activtity: World Flag Bingo

Find world flags for WAGGGS member's companies by visiting www.wagggs.org. Choose a variety of flags and put into an Excel spreadsheet - one flag per cell, 25 flags per card. Make master card with all flags. It's nice if you can play this by holding up an enlarged version of the flag for people to look at.  Can vary this with Girl Scout/Girl Guide uniforms. I found uniform pictures at  http://worldguiding.anzagl.com/index.htm

Activity: Ice Floe or SnowShoes (Canada)

Here's a game we like to do when we have the Our Chalet activity and can't go outside to go skiing or snowshoeing or sledding.
The idea is to race across the floor without touching said floor. Each person (or team) is given 2 pieces of newspaper (or substitute -like the plastic placemats). You put one down, step on it, put the second one down, move to it, pick up the first one, move it up front, step onto it, move the second one in front of the first, step forward onto it, etc. thus progressing across the floor. If you are playing in teams, all of the team has to get onto one ice flow so that the other ice flow can be moved ahead.... Does this make sense? So you have to be on an ice flow at all times, but you have to progress, so you need to move the ice flows ahead, one step at a time. With newspapers, rambunctious players are apt to tear the papers, so speed isn't the only factor. 

--Helen Archibald

Activity: International Country Walk 
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Put the names of countries that have Girl Scouts or Girl Guides on papers that can be put on the floor in a large circle. Have one less sheet than there are girls playing. Play a Girl Scout or Girl Guide Song. When the music stops, everyone tries for a country. Whoever doesn't have a place to stand moves to the outside. Another sheet is taken away. Keep playing until only one person left. That person gets the prize. Or you can have a sheet for every person. When the music is stopped, pull a country from a hat. That person wins a small prize.

Two great sites for finding international games on the Internet. The game you choose depends on where you are at. At the library, we usually needed a quiet game and did Girl Guide/Girl Scout Jeopardy. But you can get much more active and tie the games to the World Centers or a particular country.

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Plains/3209/World.html

http://www.geocities.com/nyu_girl01/games.html
Crafts:
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Ojo de Dios (Eyes of God:) Good Mexican craft that can vary in size according to age group. Cadettes and Seniors can make them using toothpicks and embroidery floss. Brownies and Juniors can use twigs or dowels and yarn. Cross two sticks perpendicular to each other. Start wrapping thread where wood crosses. Then, start weaving -- over one piece, under the next. Change yarn/thread as you desire, or use variegated yarn/thread for a different look.
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Trefoils - Make the outline fill a regular sheet of paper. Ask the girls to draw and color their favorite Girl Scout activity inside. 

Butterflies:  Fold two sheets of black construction paper in half. Trace half of an 8 on one side.  Draw a thick line down the middle.  Then, trim the outer edge of the 8 through both pieces of paper. Draw a line inside the 8, but don't go over the thick line. Trim. Open one sheet of black paper. Find tissue paper in color you like and trim to fill holes. Put second sheet of black paper on top. Glue together for paper butterfly. (Go to www.google.com and search for butterfly crafts. There are even some about Monarchs, which visit Our Cabana annually.)

Promise bookmarks: Find promises from a variety of countries. Good resource is Trefoil Around the World. Also, the uniform site above or www.wagggs.org Make copies that girls can copy onto bookmark-size paper. Have glitter, markers, and crayons on hand to decorate. Can make more permanent by covering with clear Contac paper, or laminating.

Swaps: Challenge the girls to bring a swap from another country. Or you can make them at the site. Consider running off a bunch of international flags on one sheet of paper. Have girls pick some to color and trade. You could do a page of each flag or mix many flags on one page.

I had a local rubber stamp person make me the computer stamp. Then, I put a picture on the monitor that is appropriate for the event. For Thinking Day, I like the WAGGGS-L patch since so many of the people I chat with I met first over the WAGGGS-L list.

Decorations: We usually didn't decorate. We did have a Senior Girl Scout troop make four science-fair boards on the World Centers. We also had a globe and several atlases around to answer questions. Travel posters are nice. 

Mary Ann Chick Whiteside

Mwhitesi@gfn.org or mcwgs@comcast.net
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