Pioneer Theme Ideas

· Homemade salt water taffy or hard candy

· Corn husk dolls

· Rag dolls

· Carved soap(we used the vermiculite&plaster mix)

· Sock dolls

· Embroidery samplers

· Checkers made from corn cob slices

· Quilting

· Use sticks to make a picture frame

· Marbles made from clay

· Make applesauce from scratch

· Butter from heavy cream - use those baby food jars

· Make cornbread

· Write with a quill pen and make homemade ink

· Make silhouettes of the kids

· Make candles

· Braided rugs

· Sunbonnets and triangle shawls

· Button spinners - large button with two holes and put strong cotton string through both holes about 36" then doubled and knotted.  By taking your hands on each end of the string and pulling it tight and then loose and tight and loose, the button will start spinning and make a loud buzzing noise.  You can also use a cardboard circle instead of the button.
Here is a link to my "USA! For Girl Scouts" website which has a big

section on pioneer information and activities, including pioneer-era

games & toys:

http://people.ne.mediaone.net/coy/USA!ForGirlScouts.html#Games

Links to other pioneer material on the site are at:

http://people.ne.mediaone.net/coy/USA!ForGirlScouts.html#History

If you want more games, check out the Games section of the Links

Library:  http://people.ne.mediaone.net/coy/LinksLibrary.html#Games
Hi everyone,

Well, it's been 2 weeks since our SU Camporee so I've

had time to think about what we did and what worked

best!  Here's the summary of our event:

We had chosen the theme "Pioneer Days" because we are

the Pioneer Council and as a way to kick off the 90th

birthday celebration, to get the girls thinking about

the past.

Each troop was told to prepare a skit or song that

reflected a "story from the past."  This could be a

retelling of a folk tale, fairy tale, tale from

American history, or a traditional ballad.  We asked

the troops to be able to say a little about the tale

and its origins.

Friday night, after everyone arrived and checked in,

and found their sleeping assignments, they were given

a stack of solid-colored bandannas (made by one of our

event planners).  We had 6 colors for the Brownies and

Juniors, and the Cadettes/Seniors had striped ones. 

Each troop took their bandannas to the craft hut where

they stamped them with leaf stamps and left them to

dry overnight.  

Then we assembled in the lodge, where a GS staffer had

set up a neat Powerpoint presentation about our

Council's history, set to the "Girl Scouts, Growing

Strong" song and featuring LOTS of neat pictures from

the past.

Each troop presented their skits...I only saw a few

because I had to go out and supervise one of the two

campfires, but the girls did a great job.  My troop

did two: a skit about Betsy Ross and one about the

Pilgrims.  Another troop did a fashion parade of girls

dressed to represent each decade of the 20th century.

After the skits, the girls came out to the campfires

for S'mores, we had Brownies at one fire and Jrs. at

the other.  Then each troop went to their sleeping

areas for the night.

On Saturday, we all had breakfast of scrambled egg and

sausage casserole, bicuits, grits, or cereal.  We had

made arrangements for the vegetarians as well.  At 9

we had our opening flag ceremony (my troop did it and

a great job, too! LOL) and went over the logistics of

the day.  Each of the 6 groups got their bandannas

from the night before and their schedules.  I had

named the groups to go along with their bandanna

color: Peach Pioneers, Violet Voyagers, Emerald

Explorers, Sapphire Surveyors, Golden Guides, and Rosy

Rovers.

Each group rotated through 6 stations, 3 before lunch

and 3 after lunch.  These were the stations:  

Homemade toys:  They made marbles out of sculpey clay

and a toy with a stick attached to a circle made of

vines that they were to try to hook the ring on the

stick (hard to describe but they liked it!)  The

leaders had also brought some regular marbles for them

to try and talked with them about toys from the past.

Dolls and sachets:  Each girl made a little

handkerchief-type doll and if there was time, also

made a sachet with potpourri (they stitched 2 sides

then used a ribbon to tie the top).

Snack: Kick-the-can ice cream...This was a big hit

EXCEPT I forgot that they would need gloves and their

hands got cold! Also we didn't have quite enough cans

and some girls had do just do the baggie thing.  But

the girls loved making the ice cream!

Dancing: A retired couple brought their own sound

system and records and taught the girls the Virginia

Reel and a couple of line dances.  This was also a big

hit!

Soapmaking:  The girls used an easy recipe to make

soap-on-a-rope (no lye involved!!)

Quilt Squares: As a service project, we had each girl

stitch a quilt design (basic shapes like stars,

hearts, houses, arrows) in the middle of a

pre-assembled quilt square.  A local quilt club is

going to stitch them together into one or 2 large

quilts that we are going to donate to the local

shelter!

At lunchtime, we divided into 2 groups: half ate lunch

while the other half played some old-fashioned games

like Mother May I.  Lunch was spaghetti casserole,

salad, and bread, with a delicious apple crisp for

dessert.  

We had also invited some "retired" Girl Scouts or

those leaders who had been Girl Scouts growing up to

bring their mementoes and memories from the past to

share with the groups informally.  One leader brought

her old 60's era Junior uniform, and her daughter

modelled it!  Several of us brought our sashes and

pins, and I had some old handbooks to share.  But the

best display was made by one of the former Exec.

Directors, who actually grew up in England.  She had a

whole table display of pins, pictures, and

certificates from both her AND her mother's Guiding

days!

At 3:30 we did our cleanup capers and at 4:00 our

closing circle.  We got some beautiful Pioneer Days

patches from Patchworks, showing a little girl in a

long purple dress with a pink sunbonnet, holding an

armful of daisies on a green hill.  Everyone loved the

patch!

I gave each leader a list of the activities and the

Try-it or Badge requirements that were covered.  Some

could be counted to a few different badges or try-its,

so I told them where there was a choice.  I don't

remember the Try-its, but the Folk Arts Junior badge

was just about covered, we just had to do one more

activity as a troop to earn it.

All in all, it was a pretty successful event!  We had

about 225 people registered, including adults...about

135 Brownies and Juniors going through the stations.

If you have any questions about our event, please

contact me!  I don't have the soap recipe but I can

get it.  Hope you enjoy!

YIGGGS,

Laurel

=====

Laurel R. Hicks "Canary"

Junior Leader

Girl Scouts of the Pioneer Council

Gastonia, NC

laurelhicks@msn.com  OR  hicksgl2000@yahoo.com

Well, you asked for it.  Here is the schedule we are using for our Pioneer

Encampment.  We would love to have more people.

Pioneer Encampment

Memorial Day Weekend 2002 - Camp River Ranch - Carnation Washington

Cost    $10.00 per person, $6.00 for Saturday only

 Friday Night   4-6 pm  - Arrive       Bring sack dinner to eat

 7 pm    Meet at Wagon's West,  Cross stitch, Taffy pull - bring candy

thermometer and cooking pot, Learn trail songs

 10 pm            Bedtime    Little House on the Prairie story time (each

troop bring your own book)

 11 pm  Lights out - Quiet Everyone

 Saturday

10:30 - 12:30      Crafts - Alder Valley Unit

            Corn Husk Dolls, Tin Lanterns - everyone bring a tin can per

girl and a hammer

Bonnets to wear to picnic

 2 p.m.  Games -  Three legged race, Coin/Candy hunt, Gunny sack race,

Blind man's bluff,            Hunt the shoe,  Drop the Hanky, Duck Duck

Goose

5 p.m.  Potluck Dinner, Cook hamburgers and hot dogs, Everyone bring food to

share

            Dessert - home made ice cream

7 p.m.  Scouts Own Ceremony - each troop does a short skit

            Flag Ceremony, Sing Trail Songs,  Barn Dance,  Light Tin

Lanterns

  You will be responsible for your own meals.

Everyone bring food to share for Saturday's Dinner

Each troop has been assigned an activity to lead.  We will most likely do

the crafts in rotation, plan on having adults lead those activities.

Plan for about 60 people when organizing your activity.  You will be

responsible for getting all the items necessary to do your activity.  Submit

a budget for your craft prior to making purchases.  We have enough money to

cover most of the expense.  If your budget is too high, we will ask you to

change some things if possible.

Debbie

Totem Council

I have quite a few activities for the Pioneer Era on my USA For Girl

Scouts webpage.  Try the games link for starters:

http://coy.ne.client2.attbi.com/USA-GS.html#Games

Good luck!

Sandy Coy
