Olympics Theme Ideas

Wow!  You never cease to amaze me...endless creativity and inspiration!

I'm sure there will be more responses to this and I will send another

compilation back to the list.

Thank you so much!

YIGGGS,

Liz Fox

South Beach, Oregon

keokuk@casco.net

Here are some other ideas for your Olympic events if you like.  Led by

two of the girls in my troop, we put on a Townwide Encampment last summer

with the theme of the Olympics.  It was the Silver Award project for the

two.

 Although we did have some competition, it was very low key.  So you could

either change the events to fit, or keep the type of competition.

    All the girls were put into teams of maybe 12 or so.  I forget the exact

numbers.  Maybe it was 15.  We also mixed ages so a team of Daisies was not

against a team of Juniors.  We tried to balance it too so one team was not

heavily Daisies etc.  There was a wide game sort of arangement for events

where two teams competed against each other in about five different events.

We'll see how many I remember!  Then, in each game, the team that won got a

Gold medal (a wooden disk of some sort painted gold) and the team that came

in second got a silver.  Each girl got a medal in each event.  So there was

competition but every girl still got several medals.  Here were the events:

(It was outddors in June so keep that in mind)

1. Gymnastics....Pick up a water soaked frisbee and put it on your head.

Walk down a balance beam.  Run it back to the next team member.  Frisbee

should stay on your head but they could stop to pick it up and keep going.

2. Pole Vault (though it's more like shot put)....Sit on ground with back to

"field" legs outstretched in front of you.  Put a water soaked sponge ball

between your feet at your ankles.  Roll backwards and launch the ball over

your head.  Measure the distance it goes.  Any distance past the starting

line counts.  Each persons' distance is added together for one team distance

to decide the medals.

3. Marathon.....Girls were given the direction "Using what you have on you,

make the longest line possible on the ground."  The idea is that girls lay

their tshirts, shoes, shoelaces, etc.  in one long end to end line.  (They

all had on bathing suits, they could not get naked!)  Girls can use anything

they think of as a team.  One team was lucky since a girl had gimp in her

pocket!  They also used the medals they won as the day went on so the lines

got very long.  There was a time limit and the longest line won.

4.  100 meter dash.....Basically you tied the whole teams' legs together

like

a three legged race.  Then each team had to get a short distance (whatever

you want) and the first team to get every member over the finish line won.

I

think they had to go up and back actually.

5. Triathalon.....A sort of obstacle course....done in a relay

fashion...first part was to slide on a slip n' slide (swimming), then ride a

short distance on a kiddie bike (biking), and then do a crab walk to the

finish (running).  Then the next person went.

6. Crew....the trickiest event.  We had long two by fours on wheels.  Each

team sat together on one like it was the crew boat.  They had to propell

themselves with toilet plungers.  This had to be done on flooring not

outside

and it was still pretty slow.

I think that's all we had.  Each team had a team flag they decorated too and

we had a Bake-Off troops could do that was separate.  Email me if any of

those games don't make sense!

Sharon

Ariel4008sf@aol.com

-----------------------------------

here's a link on making crafts for the event...olympic medals, flame, etc.

You;ll have to copy and paste it in, however, since my computer didn't

recognize the complete link...

http://craftsforkids.miningco.com/parenting/craftsforkids/library/weekly/aa0

70300a.htm

--------------------------------

I love your ideas for this event.  We do an Olympic

Day each year and after several years I think it needs

a good shake-up. I agree - more fun less competition -

especially for Brownie and Daisy levels. Please send

me your ideas when you get them pulled together.

We do, however, do a Goat But race where the girls

have to roll the ball with their heads while crawling

on hands and knees - maybe you could use that.

Sharon Gilbert

Leader, Cadette Troop 238 ~ SUM ~ Day Camp Director

yada~yada~yada

--------------------------------------

We did an "Olympic" themed camp in 1996 (a wonderful hot DRY summer - not

like the last few years!)  As I remember, the events were

Synchronised swimming (on dry land) – the winning team sported swimsuits,

fixed grins, and clothes-pegs on their noses - it was incredibly funny

Ice dance - the patrol had to produce the costumes, the skaters AND the

music

Cross-country skiing with 2 ski-ers per set of skis, (OK so the last two

should be Winter Olympics but who cares? they didn't)

Pony Club Games – not an Olympic sport but fun all the same : the "ponies"

were very naughty and knocked down jumps, kicked over buckets, and dumped

their "riders" at every opportunity.

Field events - discus (paper plate – good if it’s windy!), putting the

shot – water-filled balloon, javelin – drinking straw, hammer throw - sock

with tennis ball in the toe

Races and competitions – sack race, three-legged race, running, jumping

etc., and team games such as rounders and cricket. Whatever the event, it

usually culminated in a water-fight!

The competitions carried on into the evening with

Sock Wrestling : (long trousers recommended) two girls kneel facing each

other, preferably on a large mat, with shoes removed. Make a great show of

"psyching out" opponent, before commencing, at a given signal, to attempt to

remove one of the opponent's socks - this can get very boisterous so make

sure pairs of girls are reasonably evenly matched, supervise closely and be

prepared to intervene if necessary, and ask for volunteers - "Challengers" -

rather than nominating. Some girls may enjoy watching and encouraging rather

than actually taking part.

Weetabix Race : each girl has to eat one dry Weetabix and then whistle a

well-known tune : the winner is the first to succeed!

Broomstick Walking : this is deceptively difficult : hold a broomstick or

similar with hands apart, step over between hands and without letting go

with either hand, bring the broomstick up over the head and eventually

return the broomstick to its original position. If anyone actually manages

this feat, time with a stopwatch to find a champion!

Sumo wrestling : a pair of protagonists faces each other, adopting the "Sumo

Wrestlers'" stance and each, without touching, tries to make the other girl

laugh. The winner is the one who keeps a straight face longest (difficult

when all the spectators are helpless!)

Bum Race (even funnier to watch than take part, but not recommended if your

girls are the sensitive type - but it sounds as if they aren't!) : equipment

: five or six stones and a saucepan, (or dixie or similar) per racer. The

object is to race to the other end of the room / shelter, carrying a stone

between your bum cheeks, then turn round and drop it into the pan. (NO HANDS

ALLOWED!) When this has been done successfully with one stone, it then goes

up to 2, then 3, and so on. (Dropping a stone en route means automatic

disqualification and elimination from the contest.) It is amazing how many

stones the serious contenders can carry! When the girls have got used to

judging when they have successfully hit the pan by the clang, the sneaky

Guider will try to catch one of the girls’ stones as they fall; when she

doesn’t hear them hit the pan, the antics are amazing. Of course, the other

girls, in on the joke, fall apart at this point and the races usually end!

Hope this gives you some ideas.......

YiGGGS

Dianne

Holderness Rangers http://www.geocities.com/holderness_ranger_guides

PS. Translation : Bum cheeks = buttocks

-------------------------------------------------

My troop held a wacky olympics a couple of years ago for their silver award

and some of the events were

Noodle hockey (hockey played with styrofoam noodles and big plastic easter

eggs), water balloon volleyball, M&M movers, holey buckets (transferring

water from one barrel to another with a holey bucket), and an obstacle

course.  It was a blast and the girls worked their tails off.

Good luck!

Karen Norgard

Sahauro GSC  Tucson,  AZ  Senior troop 435

buhblz328@yahoo.com

----------------------------------

You asked at the end of your post on Wagggs-l if anyone else has done an

event like the one you are planning.  We are also planning an olympics for a

Brownie troop.  We are doing "Balloon Olympics", where all of the events

involve a balloon in some way or another.  We don't have every event worked

out yet, but we are thinking of Balloon Volleyball and/or badminton, balloon

relay races (we have several in mind), balloon bursting contest, water

balloon toss (if it's nice out), and even a station to decorate a balloon

buddy (okay, not a sport, but we were thinking fun here).

I like your ideas too!

Lynn

---------------------------------------

I did this with a troop a few years back. We had a blast.

Donuts on a string (eat 'em with no hands), dig a piece of candy out

of powdered sugar with your nose, the body scavenger hunt (not widely

known in GS for some reason, let me know if you need info- great team

event). Jelly-bean shuttle runs, handprints on the wall (vertical

jump test-- put a big sheet of paper up, let them put paint on one

hand, and vertical jump to put the palmprint on the paper, then try

as a troop to figure out what that is a picture of at the end),

obstacle courses involving crawling under the table, etc-- ask the

gym teachers at school- some of them have some great wacky ones that

they just don't have the stuff/time to use.

Just FYI, the expression "Olympics" is a trademark, as are the

rings... and the IOC has gotten really big on cracking down on people

who use it without (expensive) permission. You might want to rename

it the "Girl Scout Games" or something like that....

Hope your girls enjoy this-- I had a blast myself!!

~~Leanne Powner~~

President, American Univ. CGS

=====

American University Campus Girl Scouts

200 Mary Graydon Center

4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW

Washington, DC 20016

202/885.7299

http://www.AUCampusGS.atschool.t

------------------------------------

As far as silly Olympics are concerned...I'm a staffer most summers

for a camp of blind and visually impaired kids.  We've done our own

summer Olympics quite often.  One of my favorites is a clothes relay.

The kids have to put a set of clothes (shirt that buttons and shorts,

at the very least)  over their own, run to a designated spot and

back, take off the clothes, and pass them on to the next person in

line.  If the person or persons providing the clothes is...er...quite

large (as I am), and the participants are small, it can really be

hysterical!

I LOVE your DD's  Olympics logo!

Only one caution...I'm concerned about the concept of the peanut

butter cracker whistling.  Not because it's silly and disgusting --

kids LOVE that sort of thing -- but because of the danger of a girl

giggling with a mouth full of crumbs, inhaling instead of exhaling,

and choking.  I see that as a real danger, and I wish you'd consider

this.

BTW -- you can have a parade of flags (done by girls in advance).

Your  "Olympics Torch" can have a "flame" of yellow construction

paper or yellow painted cardboard -- and even the most conservative

writer of Safety-Wise wouldn't object!  8-)

Have fun!

YIGGGS,

Carol Levy

Memphis, Tennessee, USA

Girl Scout Council of the Mid-South

mailto:lorac5@mindspring.com

If we celebrate our differences, we can only become stronger as a whole.

--------------------------------

Liz, I have somewhere some instructions for a silly olympics that includes

things like the spaghetti javelin toss (uncooked spaghetti), green pea

rolling, marshmallow basketball, etc.  I'll see if I can find it.  We did

this YEARS ago as Juniors!

Deborah

-------------------------

Olympics 2001

http://www.whatsimportant.org/lastrampas/olympics.htm

Don't forget the winter Olympics will be back in the U.S. in 2002...

this will be a popular theme next year!
