Kidnap Event Ideas

-----Original Message-----

From:
Karen Runk [SMTP:Tallklr@AOL.COM]

I just had to share our troop's end of the year party, the girls just loved

it.  At our meeting, they all kept brain storming and trying to schedule and

it just wasn't coming together, so I offered a "surprise party" for them.  I

told them that if they wanted a surprise party, they would not know when or

where or what, but they would have fun.  So they went for it.  I had a secret

parent's meeting before our Bridging Ceremony and filled them in and got

permission slips signed.  We arranged with the school a "kidnap afternoon".

We took the girls out of school 30 minutes early, they had no idea what was

going on when the school secretary went into their classes and told them to

report to the front office, and get your stuff, you won't be coming back to

class.  One girl thought her mother was there to take her to the dentist, my

daughter thought she was in trouble, another also thought she was in some

kind of trouble.  The looks on their faces when we told them we're having our

party now was just priceless.  We had planned on mini golf and batting cages

first, but had a thunderstorm roll in, so we hit the indoor pool at the YMCA

first.  I had snack bags prepared for them all as well to eat in the cars on

the way.  They thought that was it.  Then we drove across town to the $2.00

movie theater and saw "Recess".  After that we took them to Old Country

Buffet for dinner, then gave them each a ride home.  What did the girls like

best?  They thought it was awesome to get out of school early because they

were in Girl Scouts!  These girls were all 6th graders, and even though the

movie was a little young for them, they still had a great time and seemed to

enjoy it.

Karen

We did this with the Cadettes and Senior in our area back when I had a GS

troop.  We warned the parents ahead of time so they could all suggest that

their daughters wear something decent to bed.  We went around and picked the

girls up in the morning, dressed as they were with different cars assigned

to pick up specific girls.  We included all the Cadettes and Seniors from

the west end of our county (Community 54).  We all converged on a local

church where we served the girls juice and donuts for breakfast.  (That

solved the problem of being out in public in PJ's.)  Once we had them all

together we had them decide on some activities (1) a trip to be taken by

older girls in the spring and (2) an IPP that they all could work on

together in January and February with different troops assuming

responsibility for the requirements.  I think we may also have had a craft

they could do.  One thing I remember in particular: at the time none of my

girls were at all interested in going for the Silver award.  The Service

Unit Manager had them all line up at one end of the room.  She asked that

all of the girls who had earned one IPP take one step forward.  She had them

take a step forward if they had earned a second IPP.  She worked her way up

through the requirements for Silver.  Almost all of the girls had made some

progress.  When we left, most of my girls wanted to earn their Silver award.

All the girls had a grand time.  I still remember one girl who showed up in

a dress and pearls.  Never quite figured that one out.  I didn't ask and she

didn't explain.  Everyone else was in PJ's of one persuasion or another.

Hope this is helpful.

Sally Hosford

We did this with our troop on a Saturday morning.  The parents were notified

in advance, but the girls were told nothing.  We notified the local Burger

king of our intention and just went and picked the girls up in their pj's

and robes with an assortment of stuffed animals and took them to breakfast.

We did it as a reward fro the cookie sale and the girls loved it!

Let me know how yours works out.

Jan McLaughlin

Registrar

Lynchburg Service Unit

Girl Scouts of Virginia Skyline Council, Inc.

I did this with my older daughter's troop when they were in 4th grade.

My co-leader and I drove and went from house to house and woke the girls

up.  We started at about 6:30 and finished about 7:15.  We then took the

girls in (appropriate) pj's to our local McDonald's for Breakfast.  We

got some really strange looks until they figured out what was going

on<grin>We got the parents permission and agreement about the pj's ahead

of time.  All kept the secret but one mom.  We did not allow them do

anything (get dressed, comb hair brush teeth) The girls were so

embarrassed but they really had a lot of fun.  There used to be a

surprise kidnapping patch available through patchco or design-it

catalog.

We took pictures of course and another leader told us that when her

troop were seniors in High school she bought space in the yearbook and

put the girls group picture in it.  So even though we have disbanded I

am going to do this to the girls as a surprise.  They are all 8th

graders now.

I am planning on doing this with my younger daughters troop.  They are

all second graders and I think they would have a great time doing this

also.

Good luck

Tami Katzer

Brownie troop 1390

Olathe KS

Hi Rachel,

We had a "kidnapping breakfast" this year with our troop. We have 15 first

grade Brownie girls.

All but one of the girls were able to attend - so I had a total of 14 girls,

plus 4 adults (including me).

We did not tell the girls about the event - only the parents ahead of time.

We held our kidnapping breakfast on a Saturday morning on December 1st.. We

are in Wisconsin so it was fairly cold that morning (in the teen's). I had

three drivers (mom's) set up and they each had their assigned girls to pick

up (along with maps for them of the girls home locations). Each one picked

up their girls and they brought them to my house. The girls came as they

were - pajama's, slippers, teddy bears, etc. Several of the girls were very

concerned about leaving with their pajama's until they saw the other girls

dressed the same - then it was fine. They could not comb hair, etc. they

just came as they were. While the drivers were picking up the girls I was

preparing a breakfast - I had bought the individual cereal boxes and a

couple dozen doughnuts. I also scrambled eggs and fried bacon and sausage.

We had orange juice and milk to drink. The girls had a blast - we set up a

big banquet table in my living room and all the girls got to sit together at

the table. We only had one milk spill - the girls also each received a

"Surprise Event" patch that I had ordered ahead of time and hid under their

plates on the table. After breakfast they all played for about 40 minutes

while us adults ate our breakfast and cleaned up. Then the drivers took

their girls back home again and my house was very quiet!! :)

We had a really good time and they still talk about it! It was one of the

highlights of our year so far!! :)

Hope that helps! Good luck in your planning!

LaVonne

Jackson, WI

We did a surprise kidnapping about a year ago.  Parents were told but not

the girls.  We picked them up, let them brush their teeth and hair but not

change their clothes.  We went to a church and cooked some pancakes,

sausages and served them milk or juice for breakfast.  Afterwards, we

played games and we were done soon after that.  The girls had alot of

fun... I think we had about 30-40 girls in attendance.

Susan


==========================================
Although we haven't done this with our Girl Scouts, I thought I would share

our kidnapping experiences with another girls youth group we are involved

in.  (Job's Daughters: for girls between the ages of 11 and 20 with a

Masonic relative)  We kidnap the girls in our group twice a year for

breakfast.  They know one is coming between January and May and again

between September and December, but they never know when.  The parents are

informed ahead of time so that they don't have a rude awakening as well.

(and it also assures us of who is at home and participating.)  We start at

the first house, the parent lets us in and points us in the direction of the

girl's bedroom.  We flip on the light, the girl groans, fusses, throws the

covers over her head, etc, etc!!!  We allow them to put on a bra, a robe,

sweatpants or sweatshirt if their jammies are too skimpy and slippers or

shoes.  (no makeup and no hair combing unless they somehow sneak a comb into

the car!)  We throw the girl in the car or van and we're off to the next

house.  The girls join in with the waking up process and the group gets

larger and larger.  We normally kidnap 10-13 girls lately and have quite a

few adults either joining us in the kidnap process or meeting us at the

restaurant for breakfast.  We call ahead to the local IHOP or other

restaurant so that they can reserve us tables.

The girls have a blast even though they complain up a storm when we first

wake them up.  But before long they are wide awake and very happily wake up

the next girl and often take charge of the camera so that we are more or

less just along to drive them!

Any questions.....let me know!

Lois

San Lorenzo, CA

We did this with our Junior troop and they loved it.

We didn't tell them anything before hand.  We did have the parents sign

permission slips and promise to keep it a secret.  We had parents pick up

the girls early on a Saturday morning ... around 7:00 a.m.  They were all in

their pajamas ... and most still asleep.  The only thing we let them do was

brush their teeth and hair.

We took them to the church where we meet.  Parents cooked breakfast for

them.  We then had a fashion show as part of the Looking Your Best badge and

finished up some craft activities for another badge we were working on.  It

lasted until around 12:00.

We got them a kidnap patch.  They still talk about that morning.

Only one girl had found about it beforehand.  Her parents went away for the

weekend and left the information for the girl's grandmother who was staying

with her.  But, the girl was really good and didn't tell anyone else in the

troop.

Debbie

Cadette Troop 347

Maryland

Another troop did this (2nd grade Brownies). The parents

were told and told not to tell the girls - some

obviously had been. 2 stayed the night as friends of the

leader's dd. The leader woke up the 3, packed them into

the car and they started the rounds. The other driver

did the same thing. The girls in the car "woke up" the

other girls. Everyone went to breakfast in p.j.s They

had a blast. There was no try-it work - just fun. All

were picked up around 7 a.m. on a Saturday.

The one girl who did this returned to my troop. She &

her mom described it. I haven't arranged anything like

that. We've only gone to a planned Pajamaree (come in

PJs, complete a badge, spend the night, have breakfast &

go home.)

Lynn

The parents need to be in on the planning, so they are prepared with a

reserved time, and know what is going on.  After all, they need to sign and

return a permission slip.

For girls between 10 and 15, do NOT consider taking them to a public place

-- they will NOT like it, But younger ones will be fine, and older ones are

beyond "hearing" opinion from their peers.

And why not jammies?  with robes and slippers (another reason for parents

to "know").  More fun if the girls are sleepy-eyed, and hair still in

rollers (well may be not these days LOL).

I know of one troop, about 10 girls, where the mothers all got together to

organize a leader kidnap, which required the leaders' husbands to be

informed and cooperative, it was fun, according to all.

Best Wishes,

Lela C. Arnes

Girl Scouts of San Jacinto Council, Houston, TX

Master Trainer, past Board Member, Lifetime Member,

Thanks Badge recipient, Council Parliamentarian,

Member -- NAP and AIP

mailto:earnes@concentric.net
Well, we did it!  IT WAS GREAT!!!!  The girls had no clue it was happening.

First my daughter, she thought I was joking, and that it wasn't funny to wake

her up on Saturday morning @ 7:15 AM.  I did give all the girls 4 minutes to

go potty, brush teeth and put on shoes.  I was not going anywhere with a

bunch of stinky breaths.  We went to Int. House of Pancakes for funny face

pancakes.  Some of the girls had never had one before and they loved them.

Then we went to our Y, free admission because I'm a full member and they were

my guests for the day.  The got to swim first, then shower and dress, then we

went in the hub for rock climbing, ping pong, air hockey, etc.  Had a blast.

Headed over to the mall, hit the make-up counters in the dept store and asked

for the girls to receive a make-over, told them we were Girl Scouts, all the

girls got made up.  Then we went to lunch, then headed over the river to the

$2.00 movie theater and saw Return to Never Land.  After that, we stopped at

a park and the girls played at the playground, only because we weren't in our

own neighborhood and so no fear of being seen by peers (they are 7th

graders).  Then we stopped at a McDonalds Drive Thru for an ice-cream and

headed home.  So many smiles and giggles, I'm dead tired and feeling very

satisfied.  Sometimes working with girls in Middle School is frustrating and

exhausting.  It's so nice to have a day go so wonderfully every now and then.

 The parents had a blast also, watching me wake up their DDs with the camera.

 We took a ton of pictures and are putting together a scrapbook for each

girl, they'll receive these as a surprise at our Court of Awards ceremony

next week.  So glad the girls voted for a surprise end of the year party.

Karen

